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The Story track
111 readings
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This track
The story told continuously: 111 readings, the 36 above plus 75 more, at 3,675 verses or 10.3 per cent of the Bible. Adds the connecting
episodes, so that cause and consequence hold from Genesis 12 to Acts 28. Confined to the consensus narrative spine, and to it alone:
at this tier the plan reads no prophet, no psalm, no gospel but St. Luke, and none of the narrative deuterocanon but 1 Machabees.
Extent. 111 readings, 115 chapters and 3523 verses of this edition.
Refused here. 3 of these readings this edition cannot carry. Each is refused in view, at the place it would have stood, and Appendix
D indexes them.

What this plan does not read
This account belongs at the front and not in a footnote. An abridgement is defined by what it drops.

This plan is an abridgement, and the honest account of an abridgement is what it leaves out. All figures below are verse counts
taken from the Douay-Rheims (Challoner) text indexed in this repository, whose 73 books hold 35,804 verses. Percentages computed
on a 66-book canon run higher for every class named here, because the denominator is smaller; the commonly quoted figures of
about 19.8 per cent for the prophets, 14.4 per cent for wisdom and poetry and 8.1 per cent for the epistles are of that kind.

At its fullest tier this plan reads 13,867 verses, 38.7 per cent of the Bible. The story tier reads 3,675 verses, 10.3 per cent. The
landmarks tier reads 1,210 verses, 3.4 per cent.

The reduction does not come from cutting genealogies and law codes. Those are small: every genealogy and register dropped
here comes to 297 verses, 0.8 per cent of the Bible, and the whole of Leviticus, Exodus 25-31 and 35-40, Numbers 1-9 and 26-30 and
Deuteronomy 12-26 together come to 2,217 verses, 6.2 per cent. Seven per cent, between them. The reduction comes from dropping
three whole classes of book that are not narrative, which come to 15,519 verses, 43.3 per cent of the Bible.

Not read at any tier:
The prophets, 5,875 verses, 16.4 per cent of the Bible (counting Lamentations, Baruch and Daniel among them). What survives is
fifteen passages in thirteen readings, and the narrative chapters of Daniel: Isaias 7:1-17, 9:1-7, 11:1-10, 52:13-53:12, 54:5-14 and
55:1-11; Jeremias 31:31-40, 36 and 38:1-13; Baruch 3:9-15 with 3:32-4:4; Ezechiel 34, 36:16-28 and 37:1-14; Lamentations 3:19-33;
Daniel 1-6, 13 and 14. Everything else is absent - the whole of Osee through Malachias, all but six passages of Isaias, all but three
of Jeremias, Daniel’s visions, and every oracle against the nations. A reader who finishes this plan has not read the prophets.
The wisdom and poetical books, 6,881 verses, 19.2 per cent. Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, the Canticle of Canticles, Wisdom and
Ecclesiasticus are not read at all. Of the 150 psalms, sixteen are read, each because a narrative moment demands it.
The epistles, 2,763 verses, 7.7 per cent. All twenty-one, and Hebrews with them. The plan follows the Church’s expansion
through the Acts and stops; it does not read what the apostles wrote to the churches they founded. That is the largest gap in its
New Testament coverage, and no narrative plan can close it, because the epistles are not narrative.
The Apocalypse, but for 21:1-22:5, read as the close of the arc opened in Genesis 1.
Also not read, being narrative or historical but doubled, legal, or list: Leviticus entire; Exodus 25-31 and 35-40; Numbers 1-9 and

26-30 apart from chapter 27; Deuteronomy 12-26; Josue 12-22; Judges 17-21; 1 and 2 Paralipomenon entire, as a second telling of
reigns already read in Samuel and Kings; Aggeus, Zacharias and Malachias, though they belong to the Return; and 2 Machabees
but for chapters 6 and 7.

Genealogies and registers dropped: Genesis 5, 10, 22:20-24, 25:12-18 and 36; Exodus 6:14-30; Esdras 2; Nehemias 3 and 7. Genesis
11:10-32 and St. Matthew 1 are kept, because they are the two genealogies that carry the plot.

The consensus narrative spine within the twelve periods is 334 chapters. This plan reads 331 of them, holding back only Esdras
2, Nehemias 3 and Nehemias 7, and adds the material listed at the year tier. It touches 454 chapters in 31 of the 73 books.

The cost is stated here because every abridgement that concealed it has been attacked for concealing it. A reader who wants the
Bible should read the Bible. What this offers is the story in order, at three depths, with the seams visible.
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The readings of this track

Primeval History
1 Creation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Genesis 1:1-2:2

3 The fall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Genesis 3:1-24

4 Cain and Abel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Genesis 4:1-16

7 The flood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Genesis 6:5-8:22

8 The covenant with Noe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Genesis 9:1-29

9 Babel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Genesis 11:1-9

Patriarchs
13 The call of Abram . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Genesis 12:1-9

17 The covenant of the divided victims . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Genesis 15:1-21

20 The three at Mambre, and the plea for Sodom . . . . . . . . . . 10
Genesis 18:1-33

23 The binding of Isaac . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Genesis 22:1-18

29 The stolen blessing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Genesis 27:1-46

31 Jacob’s ladder at Bethel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Genesis 28:10-22

34 Jacob wrestles until daybreak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Genesis 32:1-32

37 Joseph sold by his brethren . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
Genesis 37:1-36

43 Joseph makes himself known . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Genesis 45:1-15

47 The blessing of Jacob . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Genesis 49:1-32

48 The death of Jacob and of Joseph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
Genesis 50:1-25

Egypt and Exodus
49 Israel in bondage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

Exodus 1:1-22

50 The birth of Moses, and his flight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Exodus 2:1-25

51 The burning bush . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Exodus 3:1-4:17

58 The passover, and the going out . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Exodus 12:1-42

61 The crossing of the sea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
Exodus 14:15-15:1

63 The manna and the quails . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
Exodus 16:1-36

66 Israel at the mountain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
Exodus 19:1-25

67 The Decalogue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

Exodus 20:1-21

69 The blood of the covenant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
Exodus 24:1-18

70 The golden calf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
Exodus 32:1-35

72 The covenant renewed; the shining face . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22
Exodus 34:1-35

The Wilderness
74 The quails, and the seventy elders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22

Numbers 11:1-34

76 The spies, and the refusal of the land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23
Numbers 13:1-14:45

77 The rebellion of Core . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
Numbers 16:1-50

79 Meriba; the death of Aaron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26
Numbers 20:1-30

80 The brazen serpent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26
Numbers 21:1-35

88 The Decalogue rehearsed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
Deuteronomy 5:1-33

89 "Hear, O Israel" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
Deuteronomy 6:1-25

97 The canticle of Moses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28
Deuteronomy 32:1-52

99 The death of Moses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29
Deuteronomy 34:1-12

Conquest and Judges
102 The commission of Josue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

Joshua 1:1-18

104 The crossing of the Jordan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30
Joshua 3:1-17

106 The fall of Jericho . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30
Joshua 6:1-27

112 The covenant at Sichem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
Joshua 24:1-33

114 The pattern of the judges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32
Judges 2:1-23

118 The call of Gedeon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32
Judges 6:1-40

119 Gedeon and the three hundred . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33
Judges 7:1-25

125 Samson and Dalila . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34
Judges 16:1-31

126 "Thy people shall be my people" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
Ruth 1:1-22

129 Booz redeems Ruth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36
Ruth 4:1-22

The United Monarchy
131 Anna, and the birth of Samuel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36

1 Samuel 1:1-28

133 The call of Samuel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37
1 Samuel 3:1-21

137 "Give us a king" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37
1 Samuel 8:1-22
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142 Saul rejected . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38
1 Samuel 15:1-35

143 David anointed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38
1 Samuel 16:1-23

144 David and Goliath . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39
1 Samuel 17:1-58

153 The death of Saul on Gelboe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40
1 Samuel 31:1-13

156 King over all Israel; Jerusalem taken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
2 Samuel 5:1-25

158 "Thy house shall be faithful for ever" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
2 Samuel 7:1-29

160 David and Bethsabee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
2 Samuel 11:1-27

161 Nathan’s parable . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
2 Samuel 12:1-31

164 The revolt of Absalom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
2 Samuel 15:1-37

166 The death of Absalom. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44
2 Samuel 18:1-33

The Divided Monarchy
173 The gift of wisdom, and the two mothers . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

1 Kings 3:1-28

179 Solomon’s wives, and the sentence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46
1 Kings 11:1-43

180 The kingdom torn in two . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47
1 Kings 12:1-33

183 Elias, the drought, and the widow of Sarephta . . . . . . . . . 47
1 Kings 17:1-24

184 Elias on Carmel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
1 Kings 18:1-46

185 The whistling of a gentle air . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49
1 Kings 19:1-21

187 Naboth’s vineyard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
1 Kings 21:1-29

190 Elias taken up; the mantle of Eliseus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
2 Kings 2:1-25

203 The fall of Samaria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51
2 Kings 17:1-41

Exile
204 Ezechias reforms; Sennacherib invades . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52

2 Kings 18:1-37

205 The angel of the Lord before Jerusalem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53
2 Kings 19:1-37

207 The book of the law found . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54
2 Kings 22:1-20

208 The reform and the death of Josias . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54
2 Kings 23:1-37

209 The first deportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56
2 Kings 24:1-20

210 The fall of Jerusalem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56
2 Kings 25:1-30

Return and Restoration
235 The decree of Cyrus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57

Ezra 1:1-11

236 The altar, and the foundation laid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57
Ezra 3:1-13

238 The temple finished and dedicated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58
Ezra 5:1-6:22

241 Nehemias hears of the ruined walls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59
Nehemiah 1:1-11

242 The night ride, and the king’s leave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59
Nehemiah 2:1-20

245 Esdras reads the law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60
Nehemiah 8:1-18

246 The great confession . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60
Nehemiah 9:1-38

Maccabean Revolt
263 The desolation of the sanctuary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61

1 Maccabees 1:1-67

264 Mathathias, and the beginning of the revolt . . . . . . . . . . . 62
1 Maccabees 2:1-70

265 Judas Machabeus takes the lead . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63
1 Maccabees 3:1-60

267 The sanctuary cleansed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64
1 Maccabees 4:36-61

272 The death of Judas; Jonathan succeeds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64
1 Maccabees 9:1-73

276 Simon, and the freedom of Israel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66
1 Maccabees 13:1-54

The Life of Christ
282 The Annunciation and the Nativity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

Luke 1:26-38; 2:1-20

283 The Visitation, and the Magnificat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67
Luke 1:39-56

285 The presentation, and the finding in the temple . . . . . . . 67
Luke 2:21-52

288 John the Baptist, and the baptism of Christ . . . . . . . . . . . 67
Luke 3:1-38

289 The temptation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
Luke 4:1-13

290 "This day is fulfilled this scripture" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
Luke 4:14-44

304 The confession of Peter, and the Transfiguration . . . . . . 69
Luke 9:18-36

308 The seventy-two, the good Samaritan, Martha and Mary69
Luke 10:1-42

311 The lost sheep, the lost groat, the prodigal son . . . . . . . . 70
Luke 15:1-32

319 Zacheus, and the entry into Jerusalem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71
Luke 19:1-48

324 The supper, Gethsemani, and the arrest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71
Luke 22:1-71

325 The Passion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73
Luke 23:1-56

328 The resurrection, and the road to Emmaus . . . . . . . . . . . . 73
Luke 24:1-53

The Apostolic Church
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333 The Ascension, and the choosing of Matthias . . . . . . . . . 74
Acts 1:1-26

334 Pentecost . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75
Acts 2:1-47

337 Peter and John before the council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76
Acts 4:1-37

340 Stephen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76
Acts 6:1-7:59

342 The conversion of Saul . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78
Acts 9:1-31

343 Cornelius, and the door opened to the Gentiles . . . . . . . 78
Acts 9:32-11:18

345 The first mission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80
Acts 13:1-52

347 The council of Jerusalem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81
Acts 15:1-41

348 Macedonia: Lydia, and the jailer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82
Acts 16:1-40

355 Rome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82
Acts 28:1-31



1. Creation 6

Primeval History
From the creation to the scattering at Babel: the world God

made, the fault that broke it, and the first covenant made with a
remnant. Genesis 5 and 10, which are genealogies, are passed
over; Genesis 11:10-32 is kept because it is the bridge to Abram.

1. Creation
Genesis 1:1-2:2

The first lesson of the Easter Vigil. The Vigil’s own abridge-
ment of salvation history governs this plan: every one of its
lessons is read at some tier.
1 1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 2 And
the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face
of the waters.

3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 4 And
God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light
from the darkness. 5 And God called the light Day, and the dark-
ness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were
the first day.

6 ¶And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the
waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. 7 And God
made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under
the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament:
and it was so. 8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the
evening and the morning were the second day.

9 ¶And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered
together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was
so. 10 And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering
together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was
good. 11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb
yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind,
whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. 12 And the
earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind,
and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his
kind: and God saw that it was good. 13 And the evening and the
morning were the third day.

14 ¶And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the
heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for
signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: 15 And let them
be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon
the earth: and it was so. 16 And God made two great lights; the
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night:
he made the stars also. 17 And God set them in the firmament
of the heaven to give light upon the earth, 18 And to rule over
the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the
darkness: and God saw that it was good. 19 And the evening and
the morning were the fourth day.

20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the
moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the
earth in the open firmament of heaven. 21 And God created great
whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters
brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged
fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 22 And God
blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters
in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. 23 And the evening
and the morning were the fifth day.

24 ¶And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature
after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth
after his kind: and it was so. 25 And God made the beast of the
earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing
that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it
was good.

26 ¶And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth,
and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27 So
God created man in his own image, in the image of God created
he him; male and female created he them. 28 And God blessed
them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living
thing that moveth upon the earth.

29 ¶And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing
seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in
the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be
for meat. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of
the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein
there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was
so. 31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold,
it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the
sixth day.
2 1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the
host of them. 2 And on the seventh day God ended his work
which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all
his work which he had made.

3. The fall
Genesis 3:1-24

The protoevangelium at 3:15 is the seed of everything the
plan afterwards follows.
3 1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field
which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman,
Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?
2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit
of the trees of the garden: 3 But of the fruit of the tree which is
in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it,
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 4 And the serpent said unto
the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5 For God doth know that in
the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food,
and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to
make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and
gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 7 And the
eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves
aprons. 8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking
in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the
trees of the garden.

9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him,
Where art thou? 10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden,
and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.
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11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast

thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou
shouldest not eat? 12 And the man said, The woman whom thou
gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.
13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that
thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me,
and I did eat.

14 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou
hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every
beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt
thou eat all the days of thy life: 15 And I will put enmity between
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 16 Unto
the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy
conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy
desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.

17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto
the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I
commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the
ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of
thy life; 18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee;
and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 19 In the sweat of thy
face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for
out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt
thou return. 20 And Adam called his wife’s name Eve; because
she was the mother of all living. 21 Unto Adam also and to his
wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.

22 ¶And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as
one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his
hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:
23 Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of
Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. 24 So he
drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of
Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way,
to keep the way of the tree of life.

4. Cain and Abel
Genesis 4:1-16

4 1 And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare
Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD. 2 And she
again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but
Cain was a tiller of the ground. 3 And in process of time it came
to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering
unto the LORD. 4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of
his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto
Abel and to his offering: 5 But unto Cain and to his offering he
had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance
fell. 6 And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and
why is thy countenance fallen? 7 If thou doest well, shalt thou
not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door.
And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.
8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass,
when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his
brother, and slew him.

9 ¶And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother?
And he said, I know not: Am I my brother’s keeper? 10 And
he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother’s blood
crieth unto me from the ground. 11 And now art thou cursed

from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy
brother’s blood from thy hand; 12 When thou tillest the ground,
it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive
and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.

13 And Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater
than I can bear. 14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from
the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall
be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come
to pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay me. 15 And
the LORD said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain,
vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the LORD set
a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him.

16 ¶And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and
dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden.

7. The flood
Genesis 6:5-8:22

Read as one unit: the corruption, the ark, the deluge and its
abating.
6 5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continually. 6 And it repented the LORD that he
had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.
7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created
from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping
thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have
made them. 8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.

9 ¶These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man
and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.
10 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 11 The
earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with
violence. 12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was
corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.

13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come be-
fore me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and,
behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

14 ¶Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make
in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.
15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length
of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty
cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. 16 A window shalt thou
make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and
the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower,
second, and third stories shalt thou make it. 17 And, behold, I,
even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all
flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every
thing that is in the earth shall die. 18 But with thee will I establish
my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy
sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee. 19 And of
every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring
into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male
and female. 20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their
kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of
every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive. 21 And take
thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it
to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them. 22 Thus
did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.
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7 1 And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house
into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this
generation. 2 Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by
sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean
by two, the male and his female. 3 Of fowls also of the air by
sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the
face of all the earth. 4 For yet seven days, and I will cause it to
rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every living
substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of
the earth.

5 And Noah did according unto all that the LORD commanded
him. 6 And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of
waters was upon the earth.

7 ¶And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons’
wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the flood.
8 Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of fowls,
and of every thing that creepeth upon the earth, 9 There went in
two and two unto Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as
God had commanded Noah. 10 And it came to pass after seven
days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth.

11 ¶ In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second
month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all
the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of
heaven were opened. 12 And the rain was upon the earth forty
days and forty nights.

13 In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and
Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah’s wife, and the three wives
of his sons with them, into the ark; 14 They, and every beast after
his kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl
after his kind, every bird of every sort. 15 And they went in unto
Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath
of life. 16 And they that went in, went in male and female of all
flesh, as God had commanded him: and the LORD shut him in.
17 And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters
increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth.
18 And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon
the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters. 19 And
the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high
hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered. 20 Fifteen
cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were
covered. 21 And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of
fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that
creepeth upon the earth, and every man: 22 All in whose nostrils
was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died. 23 And
every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face
of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and
the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth:
and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in
the ark. 24 And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred
and fifty days.

8 1 And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all
the cattle that was with him in the ark: and God made a wind to
pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged; 2 The fountains
also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and
the rain from heaven was restrained; 3 And the waters returned
from off the earth continually: and after the end of the hundred

and fifty days the waters were abated. 4 And the ark rested in
the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon
the mountains of Ararat. 5 And the waters decreased continually
until the tenth month: in the tenth month, on the first day of
the month, were the tops of the mountains seen.

6 ¶And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah
opened the window of the ark which he had made: 7 And he
sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, until the waters
were dried up from off the earth. 8 Also he sent forth a dove
from him, to see if the waters were abated from off the face of
the ground; 9 But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot,
and she returned unto him into the ark, for the waters were on
the face of the whole earth: then he put forth his hand, and took
her, and pulled her in unto him into the ark. 10 And he stayed
yet other seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of
the ark; 11 And the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo,
in her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that
the waters were abated from off the earth. 12 And he stayed yet
other seven days; and sent forth the dove; which returned not
again unto him any more.

13 ¶And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year,
in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were
dried up from off the earth: and Noah removed the covering of
the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry.
14 And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of
the month, was the earth dried.

15 ¶And God spake unto Noah, saying, 16 Go forth of the ark,
thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons’ wives with thee.
17 Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, of
all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing
that creepeth upon the earth; that they may breed abundantly
in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth. 18 And
Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons’ wives
with him: 19 Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl,
and whatsoever creepeth upon the earth, after their kinds, went
forth out of the ark.

20 ¶And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of
every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt
offerings on the altar. 21 And the LORD smelled a sweet savour;
and the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground
any more for man’s sake; for the imagination of man’s heart is
evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every
thing living, as I have done. 22 While the earth remaineth, seed-
time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter,
and day and night shall not cease.

8. The covenant with Noe
Genesis 9:1-29

The first covenant of the plan; the bow set in the cloud.

9 1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them,
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. 2 And the fear
of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the
earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon
the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are
they delivered. 3 Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat
for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things. 4 But
flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye
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not eat. 5 And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at
the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man;
at the hand of every man’s brother will I require the life of man.
6 Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed:
for in the image of God made he man. 7 And you, be ye fruitful,
and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply
therein.

8 ¶And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, say-
ing, 9 And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with
your seed after you; 10 And with every living creature that is
with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth
with you; from all that go out of the ark, to every beast of the
earth. 11 And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall
all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither
shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth. 12 And God
said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me
and you and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual
generations: 13 I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for
a token of a covenant between me and the earth. 14 And it shall
come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow
shall be seen in the cloud: 15 And I will remember my covenant,
which is between me and you and every living creature of all
flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy
all flesh. 16 And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look
upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant between
God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.
17 And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant,
which I have established between me and all flesh that is upon
the earth.

18 ¶And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were
Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: and Ham is the father of Canaan.
19 These are the three sons of Noah: and of them was the whole
earth overspread. 20 And Noah began to be an husbandman,
and he planted a vineyard: 21 And he drank of the wine, and
was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent. 22 And
Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father,
and told his two brethren without. 23 And Shem and Japheth
took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went
backward, and covered the nakedness of their father; and their
faces were backward, and they saw not their father’s nakedness.
24 And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger
son had done unto him. 25 And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a
servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren. 26 And he said,
Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his
servant. 27 God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the
tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.

28 ¶And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty
years. 29 And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty
years: and he died.

9. Babel
Genesis 11:1-9

11 1 And the whole earth was of one language, and of one
speech. 2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east,
that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt
there. 3 And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick,
and burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and
slime had they for morter. 4 And they said, Go to, let us build us

a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let
us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of
the whole earth.

5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower,
which the children of men builded. 6 And the LORD said, Behold,
the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they
begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them,
which they have imagined to do. 7 Go to, let us go down, and
there confound their language, that they may not understand
one another’s speech. 8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from
thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build
the city. 9 Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the
LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and from
thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all
the earth.

Patriarchs
Genesis 12-50, less chapter 36: the promise given to Abraham,

carried through Isaac and Jacob, and preserved in Egypt through
Joseph. The genealogy of Esau (36), the genealogy of Nachor
(22:20-24) and the generations of Ismael (25:12-18) are passed
over.

13. The call of Abram
Genesis 12:1-9

The promise on which the rest of the Old Testament depends.
12 1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto
a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great
nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou
shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and
curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the
earth be blessed.

4 So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and
Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old
when he departed out of Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his
wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their substance that they
had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and
they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land
of Canaan they came.

6 ¶And Abram passed through the land unto the place of
Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then
in the land. 7 And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said,
Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar
unto the LORD, who appeared unto him. 8 And he removed from
thence unto a mountain on the east of Beth-el, and pitched his
tent, having Beth-el on the west, and Hai on the east: and there
he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called upon the name
of the LORD. 9 And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the
south.

17. The covenant of the divided victims
Genesis 15:1-21

"He believed God, and it was reputed to him unto justice."
15 1 After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram
in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy
exceeding great reward.
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2 And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing

I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of
Damascus? 3 And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no
seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir. 4 And, behold,
the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This shall not
be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own
bowels shall be thine heir. 5 And he brought him forth abroad,
and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be
able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed
be. 6 And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him
for righteousness. 7 And he said unto him, I am the LORD that
brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to
inherit it. 8 And he said, Lord GOD, whereby shall I know that
I shall inherit it? 9 And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of
three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of
three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. 10 And
he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, and
laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he not.
11 And when the fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram
drove them away.

12 And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon
Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him. 13 And
he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be
a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them;
and they shall afflict them four hundred years; 14 And also that
nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall
they come out with great substance. 15 And thou shalt go to thy
fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. 16 But
in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the
iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full. 17 And it came to pass,
that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking
furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces.
18 In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram,
saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of
Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates: 19 The Kenites,
and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, 20 And the Hittites, and
the Perizzites, and the Rephaims, 21 And the Amorites, and the
Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.

20. The three at Mambre, and the plea for Sodom
Genesis 18:1-33

18 1 And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre:
and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day; 2 And he lift
up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and
when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and
bowed himself toward the ground, 3 And said, My Lord, if now I
have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from
thy servant: 4 Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash
your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree: 5 And I will fetch a
morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye shall
pass on: for therefore are ye come to your servant. And they
said, So do, as thou hast said. 6 And Abraham hastened into the
tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three measures
of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth. 7 And
Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetcht a calf tender and good,
and gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress it. 8 And
he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and

set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree, and they
did eat.

9 ¶And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he
said, Behold, in the tent. 10 And he said, I will certainly return
unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife
shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which
was behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well
stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner
of women. 12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying,
After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old
also? 13 And the LORD said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah
laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old? 14 Is
any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will
return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall
have a son. 15 Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she
was afraid. And he said, Nay; but thou didst laugh.

16 ¶And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward
Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring them on the
way. 17 And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that
thing which I do; 18 Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a
great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall
be blessed in him? 19 For I know him, that he will command his
children and his household after him, and they shall keep the
way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD
may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.
20 And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah
is great, and because their sin is very grievous; 21 I will go down
now, and see whether they have done altogether according to
the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know.
22 And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward
Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the LORD.

23 ¶And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy
the righteous with the wicked? 24 Peradventure there be fifty
righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare
the place for the fifty righteous that are therein? 25 That be far
from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the
wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be
far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 26 And
the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city,
then I will spare all the place for their sakes. 27 And Abraham
answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak
unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes: 28 Peradventure
there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all
the city for lack of five? And he said, If I find there forty and
five, I will not destroy it. 29 And he spake unto him yet again,
and said, Peradventure there shall be forty found there. And he
said, I will not do it for forty’s sake. 30 And he said unto him,
Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Peradventure
there shall thirty be found there. And he said, I will not do it, if I
find thirty there. 31 And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon
me to speak unto the Lord: Peradventure there shall be twenty
found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for twenty’s sake.
32 And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak
yet but this once: Peradventure ten shall be found there. And he
said, I will not destroy it for ten’s sake. 33 And the LORD went
his way, as soon as he had left communing with Abraham: and
Abraham returned unto his place.
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23. The binding of Isaac
Genesis 22:1-18

The second lesson of the Easter Vigil, read to its Vigil terminus
at verse 18; the genealogy of Nachor that follows is omitted.
22 1 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt
Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold,
here I am. 2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac,
whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and
offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains
which I will tell thee of.

3 ¶And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled
his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his
son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and
went unto the place of which God had told him. 4 Then on the
third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar
off. 5 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here
with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and
come again to you. 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt
offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his
hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together. 7 And
Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and
he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and
the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 8 And
Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a
burnt offering: so they went both of them together. 9 And they
came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built
an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his
son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 10 And Abraham
stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.

11 And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven,
and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. 12 And
he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any
thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing
thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. 13 And
Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him
a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and
took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the
stead of his son. 14 And Abraham called the name of that place
Jehovah-jireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD
it shall be seen.

15 ¶And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of
heaven the second time, 16 And said, By myself have I sworn,
saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast
not withheld thy son, thine only son: 17 That in blessing I will
bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the
stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore;
and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 18 And in thy
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou
hast obeyed my voice.

29. The stolen blessing
Genesis 27:1-46

27 1 And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes
were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau his eldest son,
and said unto him, My son: and he said unto him, Behold, here
am I. 2 And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of
my death: 3 Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy

quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field, and take me some
venison; 4 And make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring
it to me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless thee before I die.
5 And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his son. And
Esau went to the field to hunt for venison, and to bring it.

6 ¶And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying, Behold, I
heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, saying, 7 Bring
me venison, and make me savoury meat, that I may eat, and
bless thee before the LORD before my death. 8 Now therefore,
my son, obey my voice according to that which I command thee.
9 Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two good kids
of the goats; and I will make them savoury meat for thy father,
such as he loveth: 10 And thou shalt bring it to thy father, that
he may eat, and that he may bless thee before his death. 11 And
Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my brother is a
hairy man, and I am a smooth man: 12 My father peradventure
will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I shall
bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing. 13 And his mother
said unto him, Upon me be thy curse, my son: only obey my
voice, and go fetch me them. 14 And he went, and fetched, and
brought them to his mother: and his mother made savoury meat,
such as his father loved. 15 And Rebekah took goodly raiment
of her eldest son Esau, which were with her in the house, and
put them upon Jacob her younger son: 16 And she put the skins
of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth
of his neck: 17 And she gave the savoury meat and the bread,
which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.

18 ¶And he came unto his father, and said, My father: and he
said, Here am I; who art thou, my son? 19 And Jacob said unto
his father, I am Esau thy firstborn; I have done according as thou
badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy
soul may bless me. 20 And Isaac said unto his son, How is it that
thou hast found it so quickly, my son? And he said, Because the
LORD thy God brought it to me. 21 And Isaac said unto Jacob,
Come near, I pray thee, that I may feel thee, my son, whether
thou be my very son Esau or not. 22 And Jacob went near unto
Isaac his father; and he felt him, and said, The voice is Jacob’s
voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau. 23 And he discerned
him not, because his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau’s
hands: so he blessed him. 24 And he said, Art thou my very son
Esau? And he said, I am. 25 And he said, Bring it near to me, and
I will eat of my son’s venison, that my soul may bless thee. And
he brought it near to him, and he did eat: and he brought him
wine, and he drank. 26 And his father Isaac said unto him, Come
near now, and kiss me, my son. 27 And he came near, and kissed
him: and he smelled the smell of his raiment, and blessed him,
and said, See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which
the LORD hath blessed: 28 Therefore God give thee of the dew
of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and
wine: 29 Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee:
be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother’s sons bow down
to thee: cursed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed be
he that blesseth thee.

30 ¶And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end
of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the
presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from
his hunting. 31 And he also had made savoury meat, and brought
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it unto his father, and said unto his father, Let my father arise, and
eat of his son’s venison, that thy soul may bless me. 32 And Isaac
his father said unto him, Who art thou? And he said, I am thy son,
thy firstborn Esau. 33 And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and
said, Who? where is he that hath taken venison, and brought it
me, and I have eaten of all before thou camest, and have blessed
him? yea, and he shall be blessed. 34 And when Esau heard the
words of his father, he cried with a great and exceeding bitter
cry, and said unto his father, Bless me, even me also, O my father.
35 And he said, Thy brother came with subtilty, and hath taken
away thy blessing. 36 And he said, Is not he rightly named Jacob?
for he hath supplanted me these two times: he took away my
birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing.
And he said, Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me? 37 And
Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I have made him thy
lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for servants; and
with corn and wine have I sustained him: and what shall I do
now unto thee, my son? 38 And Esau said unto his father, Hast
thou but one blessing, my father? bless me, even me also, O my
father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept. 39 And Isaac his
father answered and said unto him, Behold, thy dwelling shall
be the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from above;
40 And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy brother;
and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have the dominion,
that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck.

41 ¶And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith
his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days of
mourning for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother
Jacob. 42 And these words of Esau her elder son were told to
Rebekah: and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and
said unto him, Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth
comfort himself, purposing to kill thee. 43 Now therefore, my
son, obey my voice; and arise, flee thou to Laban my brother
to Haran; 44 And tarry with him a few days, until thy brother’s
fury turn away; 45 Until thy brother’s anger turn away from
thee, and he forget that which thou hast done to him: then I
will send, and fetch thee from thence: why should I be deprived
also of you both in one day? 46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am
weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth: if Jacob take
a wife of the daughters of Heth, such as these which are of the
daughters of the land, what good shall my life do me?

31. Jacob’s ladder at Bethel
Genesis 28:10-22

28 10 And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward
Haran. 11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there
all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of
that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that
place to sleep. 12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on
the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the
angels of God ascending and descending on it. 13 And, behold, the
LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham
thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to
thee will I give it, and to thy seed; 14 And thy seed shall be as the
dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and
to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and
in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15 And,
behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither

thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not
leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee
of.

16 ¶And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the
LORD is in this place; and I knew it not. 17 And he was afraid,
and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 18 And Jacob rose
up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for
his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the
top of it. 19 And he called the name of that place Beth-el: but the
name of that city was called Luz at the first. 20 And Jacob vowed
a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this
way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put
on, 21 So that I come again to my father’s house in peace; then
shall the LORD be my God: 22 And this stone, which I have set
for a pillar, shall be God’s house: and of all that thou shalt give
me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.

34. Jacob wrestles until daybreak
Genesis 32:1-32

The name Israel is given here.

32 1 And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him.
2 And when Jacob saw them, he said, This is God’s host: and he
called the name of that place Mahanaim.

3 And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother
unto the land of Seir, the country of Edom. 4 And he commanded
them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto my lord Esau; Thy servant
Jacob saith thus, I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed there
until now: 5 And I have oxen, and asses, flocks, and menservants,
and womenservants: and I have sent to tell my lord, that I may
find grace in thy sight.

6 ¶And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came
to thy brother Esau, and also he cometh to meet thee, and four
hundred men with him. 7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and
distressed: and he divided the people that was with him, and the
flocks, and herds, and the camels, into two bands; 8 And said,
If Esau come to the one company, and smite it, then the other
company which is left shall escape.

9 ¶And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of
my father Isaac, the LORD which saidst unto me, Return unto
thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee:
10 I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the
truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant; for with my
staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands.
11 Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from the
hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he will come and smite me, and
the mother with the children. 12 And thou saidst, I will surely
do thee good, and make thy seed as the sand of the sea, which
cannot be numbered for multitude.

13 ¶And he lodged there that same night; and took of that
which came to his hand a present for Esau his brother; 14 Two
hundred she goats, and twenty he goats, two hundred ewes,
and twenty rams, 15 Thirty milch camels with their colts, forty
kine, and ten bulls, twenty she asses, and ten foals. 16 And he
delivered them into the hand of his servants, every drove by
themselves; and said unto his servants, Pass over before me, and
put a space betwixt drove and drove. 17 And he commanded
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the foremost, saying, When Esau my brother meeteth thee, and
asketh thee, saying, Whose art thou? and whither goest thou?
and whose are these before thee? 18 Then thou shalt say, They
be thy servant Jacob’s; it is a present sent unto my lord Esau:
and, behold, also he is behind us. 19 And so commanded he the
second, and the third, and all that followed the droves, saying,
On this manner shall ye speak unto Esau, when ye find him.
20 And say ye moreover, Behold, thy servant Jacob is behind
us. For he said, I will appease him with the present that goeth
before me, and afterward I will see his face; peradventure he
will accept of me. 21 So went the present over before him: and
himself lodged that night in the company. 22 And he rose up that
night, and took his two wives, and his two womenservants, and
his eleven sons, and passed over the ford Jabbok. 23 And he took
them, and sent them over the brook, and sent over that he had.

24 ¶And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with
him until the breaking of the day. 25 And when he saw that he
prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh;
and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled
with him. 26 And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And
he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me. 27 And he
said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. 28 And
he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for
as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast
prevailed. 29 And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee,
thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after
my name? And he blessed him there. 30 And Jacob called the
name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and
my life is preserved. 31 And as he passed over Penuel the sun
rose upon him, and he halted upon his thigh. 32 Therefore the
children of Israel eat not of the sinew which shrank, which is
upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day: because he touched
the hollow of Jacob’s thigh in the sinew that shrank.

37. Joseph sold by his brethren
Genesis 37:1-36

37 1 And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was a
stranger, in the land of Canaan. 2 These are the generations of
Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock
with his brethren; and the lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and
with the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives: and Joseph brought
unto his father their evil report. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more
than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and
he made him a coat of many colours. 4 And when his brethren
saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they
hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him.

5 ¶And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren:
and they hated him yet the more. 6 And he said unto them, Hear,
I pray you, this dream which I have dreamed: 7 For, behold, we
were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and
also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round about,
and made obeisance to my sheaf. 8 And his brethren said to
him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have
dominion over us? And they hated him yet the more for his
dreams, and for his words.

9 ¶And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren,
and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the
sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me.

10 And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father
rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this dream that thou
hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed
come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth? 11 And his
brethren envied him; but his father observed the saying.

12 ¶And his brethren went to feed their father’s flock in
Shechem. 13 And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren
feed the flock in Shechem? come, and I will send thee unto them.
And he said to him, Here am I. 14 And he said to him, Go, I pray
thee, see whether it be well with thy brethren, and well with the
flocks; and bring me word again. So he sent him out of the vale
of Hebron, and he came to Shechem.

15 ¶And a certain man found him, and, behold, he was wan-
dering in the field: and the man asked him, saying, What seek-
est thou? 16 And he said, I seek my brethren: tell me, I pray
thee, where they feed their flocks. 17 And the man said, They
are departed hence; for I heard them say, Let us go to Dothan.
And Joseph went after his brethren, and found them in Dothan.
18 And when they saw him afar off, even before he came near
unto them, they conspired against him to slay him. 19 And they
said one to another, Behold, this dreamer cometh. 20 Come now
therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and
we will say, Some evil beast hath devoured him: and we shall see
what will become of his dreams. 21 And Reuben heard it, and he
delivered him out of their hands; and said, Let us not kill him.
22 And Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood, but cast him into
this pit that is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him; that
he might rid him out of their hands, to deliver him to his father
again.

23 ¶And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his
brethren, that they stript Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many
colours that was on him; 24 And they took him, and cast him into
a pit: and the pit was empty, there was no water in it. 25 And they
sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up their eyes and looked,
and, behold, a company of Ishmeelites came from Gilead with
their camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry
it down to Egypt. 26 And Judah said unto his brethren, What
profit is it if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood? 27 Come,
and let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and let not our hand be
upon him; for he is our brother and our flesh. And his brethren
were content. 28 Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen;
and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph
to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver: and they brought
Joseph into Egypt.

29 ¶And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold, Joseph
was not in the pit; and he rent his clothes. 30 And he returned
unto his brethren, and said, The child is not; and I, whither shall
I go? 31 And they took Joseph’s coat, and killed a kid of the
goats, and dipped the coat in the blood; 32 And they sent the
coat of many colours, and they brought it to their father; and
said, This have we found: know now whether it be thy son’s
coat or no. 33 And he knew it, and said, It is my son’s coat; an
evil beast hath devoured him; Joseph is without doubt rent in
pieces. 34 And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his
loins, and mourned for his son many days. 35 And all his sons
and all his daughters rose up to comfort him; but he refused
to be comforted; and he said, For I will go down into the grave



43. Joseph makes himself known 14

unto my son mourning. Thus his father wept for him. 36 And
the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar, an officer of
Pharaoh’s, and captain of the guard.

43. Joseph makes himself known
Genesis 45:1-15

45 1 Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that
stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me.
And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself
known unto his brethren. 2 And he wept aloud: and the Egyp-
tians and the house of Pharaoh heard. 3 And Joseph said unto his
brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his brethren
could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence.
4 And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray
you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother,
whom ye sold into Egypt. 5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor
angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send
me before you to preserve life. 6 For these two years hath the
famine been in the land: and yet there are five years, in the
which there shall neither be earing nor harvest. 7 And God sent
me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to
save your lives by a great deliverance. 8 So now it was not you
that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the
land of Egypt. 9 Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto
him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all
Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not: 10 And thou shalt dwell
in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and
thy children, and thy children’s children, and thy flocks, and thy
herds, and all that thou hast: 11 And there will I nourish thee; for
yet there are five years of famine; lest thou, and thy household,
and all that thou hast, come to poverty. 12 And, behold, your eyes
see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth
that speaketh unto you. 13 And ye shall tell my father of all my
glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and ye shall haste
and bring down my father hither. 14 And he fell upon his brother
Benjamin’s neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck.
15 Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and
after that his brethren talked with him.

47. The blessing of Jacob
Genesis 49:1-32

"The sceptre shall not be taken away from Juda" (49:10).
49 1 And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather yourselves
together, that I may tell you that which shall befall you in the last
days. 2 Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye sons of Jacob;
and hearken unto Israel your father.

3 ¶Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the begin-
ning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency
of power: 4 Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou
wentest up to thy father’s bed; then defiledst thou it: he went
up to my couch.

5 ¶ Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are
in their habitations. 6 O my soul, come not thou into their secret;
unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united: for in
their anger they slew a man, and in their selfwill they digged
down a wall. 7 Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their

wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter
them in Israel.

8 ¶ Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy
hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father’s children
shall bow down before thee. 9 Judah is a lion’s whelp: from the
prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as
a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up? 10 The sceptre
shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his
feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the
people be. 11 Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass’s colt
unto the choice vine; he washed his garments in wine, and his
clothes in the blood of grapes: 12 His eyes shall be red with wine,
and his teeth white with milk.

13 ¶Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall
be for an haven of ships; and his border shall be unto Zidon.

14 ¶ Issachar is a strong ass couching down between two bur-
dens: 15 And he saw that rest was good, and the land that it was
pleasant; and bowed his shoulder to bear, and became a servant
unto tribute.

16 ¶Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel.
17 Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that
biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward. 18 I
have waited for thy salvation, O LORD.

19 ¶Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome
at the last.

20 ¶Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield royal
dainties.

21 ¶Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words.
22 ¶ Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a

well; whose branches run over the wall: 23 The archers have
sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him: 24 But his
bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made
strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence
is the shepherd, the stone of Israel:) 25 Even by the God of thy
father, who shall help thee; and by the Almighty, who shall bless
thee with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that
lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and of the womb: 26 The
blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of my
progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they
shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of
him that was separate from his brethren.

27 ¶Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf: in the morning he shall
devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil.

28 ¶All these are the twelve tribes of Israel: and this is it that
their father spake unto them, and blessed them; every one ac-
cording to his blessing he blessed them. 29 And he charged them,
and said unto them, I am to be gathered unto my people: bury
me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the
Hittite, 30 In the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is
before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought
with the field of Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a burying-
place. 31 There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there
they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife; and there I buried Leah.
32 The purchase of the field and of the cave that is therein was
from the children of Heth.
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48. The death of Jacob and of Joseph
Genesis 50:1-25

"You thought evil against me: but God turned it into good"
(50:20) is the hinge of the whole patriarchal narrative.

50 1 And Joseph fell upon his father’s face, and wept upon him,
and kissed him. 2 And Joseph commanded his servants the physi-
cians to embalm his father: and the physicians embalmed Israel.
3 And forty days were fulfilled for him; for so are fulfilled the
days of those which are embalmed: and the Egyptians mourned
for him threescore and ten days. 4 And when the days of his
mourning were past, Joseph spake unto the house of Pharaoh,
saying, If now I have found grace in your eyes, speak, I pray
you, in the ears of Pharaoh, saying, 5 My father made me swear,
saying, Lo, I die: in my grave which I have digged for me in the
land of Canaan, there shalt thou bury me. Now therefore let me
go up, I pray thee, and bury my father, and I will come again.
6 And Pharaoh said, Go up, and bury thy father, according as he
made thee swear.

7 ¶And Joseph went up to bury his father: and with him went
up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the
elders of the land of Egypt, 8 And all the house of Joseph, and his
brethren, and his father’s house: only their little ones, and their
flocks, and their herds, they left in the land of Goshen. 9 And
there went up with him both chariots and horsemen: and it was
a very great company. 10 And they came to the threshingfloor of
Atad, which is beyond Jordan, and there they mourned with a
great and very sore lamentation: and he made a mourning for his
father seven days. 11 And when the inhabitants of the land, the
Canaanites, saw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they said, This
is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians: wherefore the name
of it was called Abel-mizraim, which is beyond Jordan. 12 And
his sons did unto him according as he commanded them: 13 For
his sons carried him into the land of Canaan, and buried him
in the cave of the field of Machpelah, which Abraham bought
with the field for a possession of a buryingplace of Ephron the
Hittite, before Mamre.

14 ¶And Joseph returned into Egypt, he, and his brethren, and
all that went up with him to bury his father, after he had buried
his father.

15 ¶And when Joseph’s brethren saw that their father was
dead, they said, Joseph will peradventure hate us, and will cer-
tainly requite us all the evil which we did unto him. 16 And they
sent a messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy father did command
before he died, saying, 17 So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive,
I pray thee now, the trespass of thy brethren, and their sin; for
they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, forgive the tres-
pass of the servants of the God of thy father. And Joseph wept
when they spake unto him. 18 And his brethren also went and
fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, we be thy ser-
vants. 19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the
place of God? 20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but
God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save
much people alive. 21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish
you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake
kindly unto them.

22 ¶And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father’s house:
and Joseph lived an hundred and ten years. 23 And Joseph saw

Ephraim’s children of the third generation: the children also of
Machir the son of Manasseh were brought up upon Joseph’s
knees. 24 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die: and God will
surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land
which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 25 And Joseph
took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will surely
visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence.

Egypt and Exodus
Exodus 1-24 and 32-34: bondage, the passover, the sea, and

the covenant at Sinai. The tabernacle specifications (25-31) and
their execution (35-40) are passed over; they are description, not
narrative, and the second is largely a repetition of the first.

49. Israel in bondage
Exodus 1:1-22

1 1 Now these are the names of the children of Israel, which
came into Egypt; every man and his household came with Jacob.
2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Ben-
jamin, 4 Dan, and Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. 5 And all the souls
that came out of the loins of Jacob were seventy souls: for Joseph
was in Egypt already. 6 And Joseph died, and all his brethren,
and all that generation.

7 ¶And the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased
abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and
the land was filled with them.

8 Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not
Joseph. 9 And he said unto his people, Behold, the people of the
children of Israel are more and mightier than we: 10 Come on, let
us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply, and it come to pass,
that, when there falleth out any war, they join also unto our
enemies, and fight against us, and so get them up out of the land.
11 Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict them
with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh treasure cities,
Pithom and Raamses. 12 But the more they afflicted them, the
more they multiplied and grew. And they were grieved because
of the children of Israel. 13 And the Egyptians made the children
of Israel to serve with rigour: 14 And they made their lives bitter
with hard bondage, in morter, and in brick, and in all manner of
service in the field: all their service, wherein they made them
serve, was with rigour.

15 ¶And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives, of
which the name of the one was Shiphrah, and the name of the
other Puah: 16 And he said, When ye do the office of a midwife
to the Hebrew women, and see them upon the stools; if it be
a son, then ye shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, then she
shall live. 17 But the midwives feared God, and did not as the
king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the men children
alive. 18 And the king of Egypt called for the midwives, and said
unto them, Why have ye done this thing, and have saved the
men children alive? 19 And the midwives said unto Pharaoh,
Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian women;
for they are lively, and are delivered ere the midwives come in
unto them. 20 Therefore God dealt well with the midwives: and
the people multiplied, and waxed very mighty. 21 And it came
to pass, because the midwives feared God, that he made them
houses. 22 And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every
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son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter
ye shall save alive.

50. The birth of Moses, and his flight
Exodus 2:1-25

2 1 And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife
a daughter of Levi. 2 And the woman conceived, and bare a son:
and when she saw him that he was a goodly child, she hid him
three months. 3 And when she could not longer hide him, she
took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and
with pitch, and put the child therein; and she laid it in the flags
by the river’s brink. 4 And his sister stood afar off, to wit what
would be done to him.

5 ¶And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself
at the river; and her maidens walked along by the river’s side;
and when she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her maid to
fetch it. 6 And when she had opened it, she saw the child: and,
behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and
said, This is one of the Hebrews’ children. 7 Then said his sister
to Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the
Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee? 8 And
Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went and
called the child’s mother. 9 And Pharaoh’s daughter said unto
her, Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee
thy wages. And the woman took the child, and nursed it. 10 And
the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh’s daughter,
and he became her son. And she called his name Moses: and she
said, Because I drew him out of the water.

11 ¶And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown,
that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens:
and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his brethren.
12 And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that
there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.
13 And when he went out the second day, behold, two men of
the Hebrews strove together: and he said to him that did the
wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow? 14 And he said, Who
made thee a prince and a judge over us? intendest thou to kill
me, as thou killedst the Egyptian? And Moses feared, and said,
Surely this thing is known. 15 Now when Pharaoh heard this
thing, he sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of
Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and he sat down by a
well.

16 Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters: and they
came and drew water, and filled the troughs to water their fa-
ther’s flock. 17 And the shepherds came and drove them away:
but Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their flock.
18 And when they came to Reuel their father, he said, How is it
that ye are come so soon to day? 19 And they said, An Egyptian
delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds, and also drew
water enough for us, and watered the flock. 20 And he said unto
his daughters, And where is he? why is it that ye have left the
man? call him, that he may eat bread. 21 And Moses was content
to dwell with the man: and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter.
22 And she bare him a son, and he called his name Gershom: for
he said, I have been a stranger in a strange land.

23 ¶And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of
Egypt died: and the children of Israel sighed by reason of the
bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by

reason of the bondage. 24 And God heard their groaning, and
God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and
with Jacob. 25 And God looked upon the children of Israel, and
God had respect unto them.

51. The burning bush
Exodus 3:1-4:17

"I AM WHO AM." The divine name is given here.

3 1 Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the
priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the
desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb. 2 And
the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of
the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned
with fire, and the bush was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, I
will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is
not burnt. 4 And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to
see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said,
Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. 5 And he said, Draw not
nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place
whereon thou standest is holy ground. 6 Moreover he said, I am
the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to
look upon God.

7 ¶And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my
people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason
of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; 8 And I am come
down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to
bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large,
unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the
Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites,
and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 Now therefore, behold, the
cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also
seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them.
10 Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that
thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of
Egypt.

11 ¶And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go
unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel
out of Egypt? 12 And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and
this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou
hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God
upon this mountain. 13 And Moses said unto God, Behold, when
I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The
God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say
to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them? 14 And
God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt
thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto
you. 15 And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou
say unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is
my memorial unto all generations. 16 Go, and gather the elders
of Israel together, and say unto them, The LORD God of your
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared
unto me, saying, I have surely visited you, and seen that which
is done to you in Egypt: 17 And I have said, I will bring you up
out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the Canaanites,
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and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the
Hivites, and the Jebusites, unto a land flowing with milk and
honey. 18 And they shall hearken to thy voice: and thou shalt
come, thou and the elders of Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and
ye shall say unto him, The LORD God of the Hebrews hath met
with us: and now let us go, we beseech thee, three days’ journey
into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.

19 ¶And I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go,
no, not by a mighty hand. 20 And I will stretch out my hand, and
smite Egypt with all my wonders which I will do in the midst
thereof: and after that he will let you go. 21 And I will give this
people favour in the sight of the Egyptians: and it shall come
to pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty: 22 But every
woman shall borrow of her neighbour, and of her that sojourneth
in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment:
and ye shall put them upon your sons, and upon your daughters;
and ye shall spoil the Egyptians.

4 1 And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not
believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The
LORD hath not appeared unto thee. 2 And the LORD said unto
him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod. 3 And he
said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and
it became a serpent; and Moses fled from before it. 4 And the
LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the
tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a
rod in his hand: 5 That they may believe that the LORD God of
their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee.

6 ¶And the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now thine
hand into thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom: and
when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow. 7 And
he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again. And he put his
hand into his bosom again; and plucked it out of his bosom, and,
behold, it was turned again as his other flesh. 8 And it shall come
to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice
of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign.
9 And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two
signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the
water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and the water
which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the
dry land.

10 ¶And Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, I am not
eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto
thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue. 11 And
the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man’s mouth? or who
maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not
I the LORD? 12 Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth,
and teach thee what thou shalt say. 13 And he said, O my Lord,
send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send.
14 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and
he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can
speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and
when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. 15 And thou
shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: and I will be
with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what
ye shall do. 16 And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people:
and he shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and

thou shalt be to him instead of God. 17 And thou shalt take this
rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs.

58. The passover, and the going out
Exodus 12:1-42

12 1 And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of
Egypt, saying, 2 This month shall be unto you the beginning of
months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.

3 ¶ Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the
tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a
lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house:
4 And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his
neighbour next unto his house take it according to the number
of the souls; every man according to his eating shall make your
count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male
of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the
goats: 6 And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the
same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of
Israel shall kill it in the evening. 7 And they shall take of the
blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door
post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it. 8 And they shall eat
the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and
with bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Eat not of it raw, nor sodden
at all with water, but roast with fire; his head with his legs, and
with the purtenance thereof. 10 And ye shall let nothing of it
remain until the morning; and that which remaineth of it until
the morning ye shall burn with fire.

11 ¶And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes
on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in
haste: it is the LORD’s passover. 12 For I will pass through the
land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the
land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods
of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD. 13 And the
blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are:
and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague
shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of
Egypt. 14 And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye
shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations;
ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever. 15 Seven days
shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall put
away leaven out of your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened
bread from the first day until the seventh day, that soul shall
be cut off from Israel. 16 And in the first day there shall be an
holy convocation, and in the seventh day there shall be an holy
convocation to you; no manner of work shall be done in them,
save that which every man must eat, that only may be done of
you. 17 And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for
in this selfsame day have I brought your armies out of the land
of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in your generations
by an ordinance for ever.

18 ¶ In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month
at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until the one and twen-
tieth day of the month at even. 19 Seven days shall there be no
leaven found in your houses: for whosoever eateth that which is
leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the congregation
of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or born in the land. 20 Ye
shall eat nothing leavened; in all your habitations shall ye eat
unleavened bread.
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21 ¶Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said

unto them, Draw out and take you a lamb according to your
families, and kill the passover. 22 And ye shall take a bunch of
hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the bason, and strike
the lintel and the two side posts with the blood that is in the
bason; and none of you shall go out at the door of his house
until the morning. 23 For the LORD will pass through to smite
the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and
on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and
will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to
smite you. 24 And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance
to thee and to thy sons for ever. 25 And it shall come to pass,
when ye be come to the land which the LORD will give you,
according as he hath promised, that ye shall keep this service.
26 And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto
you, What mean ye by this service? 27 That ye shall say, It is the
sacrifice of the LORD’s passover, who passed over the houses
of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians,
and delivered our houses. And the people bowed the head and
worshipped. 28 And the children of Israel went away, and did as
the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they.

29 ¶And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote all
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh
that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in
the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle. 30 And Pharaoh rose
up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians;
and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house
where there was not one dead.

31 ¶And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said,
Rise up, and get you forth from among my people, both ye and
the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye have said.
32 Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and
be gone; and bless me also. 33 And the Egyptians were urgent
upon the people, that they might send them out of the land
in haste; for they said, We be all dead men. 34 And the people
took their dough before it was leavened, their kneadingtroughs
being bound up in their clothes upon their shoulders. 35 And the
children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they
borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold,
and raiment: 36 And the LORD gave the people favour in the
sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things
as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians.

37 ¶And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to
Succoth, about six hundred thousand on foot that were men,
beside children. 38 And a mixed multitude went up also with
them; and flocks, and herds, even very much cattle. 39 And they
baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they brought forth
out of Egypt, for it was not leavened; because they were thrust
out of Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they prepared for
themselves any victual.

40 ¶Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt
in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years. 41 And it came to
pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even the
selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went
out from the land of Egypt. 42 It is a night to be much observed
unto the LORD for bringing them out from the land of Egypt:

this is that night of the LORD to be observed of all the children
of Israel in their generations.

61. The crossing of the sea
Exodus 14:15-15:1

The third lesson of the Easter Vigil, whose range this reading
reproduces exactly, ending as the Vigil does at the opening of
the canticle.

14 15 And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou
unto me? speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward:
16 But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea,
and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground
through the midst of the sea. 17 And I, behold, I will harden the
hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them: and I will
get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his
chariots, and upon his horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians shall
know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten me honour upon
Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen.

19 ¶And the angel of God, which went before the camp of
Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud
went from before their face, and stood behind them: 20 And it
came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel;
and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by
night to these: so that the one came not near the other all the
night.

21 And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the
LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that
night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided.
22 And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon
the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their
right hand, and on their left.

23 ¶And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to
the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots,
and his horsemen. 24 And it came to pass, that in the morning
watch the LORD looked unto the host of the Egyptians through
the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the
Egyptians, 25 And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave
them heavily: so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face
of Israel; for the LORD fighteth for them against the Egyptians.

26 ¶And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand
over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians,
upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen. 27 And Moses
stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to
his strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians
fled against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the
midst of the sea. 28 And the waters returned, and covered the
chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that
came into the sea after them; there remained not so much as
one of them. 29 But the children of Israel walked upon dry land
in the midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall unto them
on their right hand, and on their left. 30 Thus the LORD saved
Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw
the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore. 31 And Israel saw that
great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the
people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servant
Moses.
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15 1 Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto
the LORD, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the LORD, for
he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he
thrown into the sea.

63. The manna and the quails
Exodus 16:1-36

16 1 And they took their journey from Elim, and all the con-
gregation of the children of Israel came unto the wilderness
of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day
of the second month after their departing out of the land of
Egypt. 2 And the whole congregation of the children of Israel
murmured against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness: 3 And
the children of Israel said unto them, Would to God we had died
by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by
the flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the full; for ye have
brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly
with hunger.

4 ¶Then said the LORD unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread
from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather
a certain rate every day, that I may prove them, whether they
will walk in my law, or no. 5 And it shall come to pass, that on
the sixth day they shall prepare that which they bring in; and
it shall be twice as much as they gather daily. 6 And Moses and
Aaron said unto all the children of Israel, At even, then ye shall
know that the LORD hath brought you out from the land of
Egypt: 7 And in the morning, then ye shall see the glory of the
LORD; for that he heareth your murmurings against the LORD:
and what are we, that ye murmur against us? 8 And Moses said,
This shall be, when the LORD shall give you in the evening flesh
to eat, and in the morning bread to the full; for that the LORD
heareth your murmurings which ye murmur against him: and
what are we? your murmurings are not against us, but against
the LORD.

9 ¶And Moses spake unto Aaron, Say unto all the congrega-
tion of the children of Israel, Come near before the LORD: for he
hath heard your murmurings. 10 And it came to pass, as Aaron
spake unto the whole congregation of the children of Israel, that
they looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the
LORD appeared in the cloud.

11 ¶And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 12 I have heard
the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak unto them, say-
ing, At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be
filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am the LORD your
God.

13 And it came to pass, that at even the quails came up, and
covered the camp: and in the morning the dew lay round about
the host. 14 And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold,
upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as
small as the hoar frost on the ground. 15 And when the children
of Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is manna: for they
wist not what it was. And Moses said unto them, This is the
bread which the LORD hath given you to eat.

16 ¶This is the thing which the LORD hath commanded,
Gather of it every man according to his eating, an omer for every
man, according to the number of your persons; take ye every
man for them which are in his tents. 17 And the children of Israel
did so, and gathered, some more, some less. 18 And when they

did mete it with an omer, he that gathered much had nothing
over, and he that gathered little had no lack; they gathered every
man according to his eating. 19 And Moses said, Let no man
leave of it till the morning. 20 Notwithstanding they hearkened
not unto Moses; but some of them left of it until the morning,
and it bred worms, and stank: and Moses was wroth with them.
21 And they gathered it every morning, every man according to
his eating: and when the sun waxed hot, it melted.

22 ¶And it came to pass, that on the sixth day they gathered
twice as much bread, two omers for one man: and all the rulers
of the congregation came and told Moses. 23 And he said unto
them, This is that which the LORD hath said, To morrow is the
rest of the holy sabbath unto the LORD: bake that which ye
will bake to day, and seethe that ye will seethe; and that which
remaineth over lay up for you to be kept until the morning.
24 And they laid it up till the morning, as Moses bade: and it did
not stink, neither was there any worm therein. 25 And Moses
said, Eat that to day; for to day is a sabbath unto the LORD: to
day ye shall not find it in the field. 26 Six days ye shall gather it;
but on the seventh day, which is the sabbath, in it there shall be
none.

27 ¶And it came to pass, that there went out some of the
people on the seventh day for to gather, and they found none.
28 And the LORD said unto Moses, How long refuse ye to keep
my commandments and my laws? 29 See, for that the LORD hath
given you the sabbath, therefore he giveth you on the sixth day
the bread of two days; abide ye every man in his place, let no
man go out of his place on the seventh day. 30 So the people
rested on the seventh day. 31 And the house of Israel called the
name thereof Manna: and it was like coriander seed, white; and
the taste of it was like wafers made with honey.

32 ¶And Moses said, This is the thing which the LORD com-
mandeth, Fill an omer of it to be kept for your generations; that
they may see the bread wherewith I have fed you in the wilder-
ness, when I brought you forth from the land of Egypt. 33 And
Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot, and put an omer full of
manna therein, and lay it up before the LORD, to be kept for
your generations. 34 As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron
laid it up before the Testimony, to be kept. 35 And the children
of Israel did eat manna forty years, until they came to a land
inhabited; they did eat manna, until they came unto the borders
of the land of Canaan. 36 Now an omer is the tenth part of an
ephah.

66. Israel at the mountain
Exodus 19:1-25

19 1 In the third month, when the children of Israel were gone
forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day came they into the
wilderness of Sinai. 2 For they were departed from Rephidim,
and were come to the desert of Sinai, and had pitched in the
wilderness; and there Israel camped before the mount. 3 And
Moses went up unto God, and the LORD called unto him out
of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of
Jacob, and tell the children of Israel; 4 Ye have seen what I did
unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles’ wings, and
brought you unto myself. 5 Now therefore, if ye will obey my
voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar
treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 6 And
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ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.
These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children
of Israel.

7 ¶And Moses came and called for the elders of the people,
and laid before their faces all these words which the LORD
commanded him. 8 And all the people answered together, and
said, All that the LORD hath spoken we will do. And Moses
returned the words of the people unto the LORD.

9 And the LORD said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a
thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with thee,
and believe thee for ever. And Moses told the words of the people
unto the LORD.

10 ¶And the LORD said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and
sanctify them to day and to morrow, and let them wash their
clothes, 11 And be ready against the third day: for the third day
the LORD will come down in the sight of all the people upon
mount Sinai. 12 And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round
about, saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into
the mount, or touch the border of it: whosoever toucheth the
mount shall be surely put to death: 13 There shall not an hand
touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether
it be beast or man, it shall not live: when the trumpet soundeth
long, they shall come up to the mount.

14 ¶And Moses went down from the mount unto the people,
and sanctified the people; and they washed their clothes. 15 And
he said unto the people, Be ready against the third day: come
not at your wives.

16 ¶And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that
there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the
mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all
the people that was in the camp trembled. 17 And Moses brought
forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they
stood at the nether part of the mount. 18 And mount Sinai was
altogether on a smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in
fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace,
and the whole mount quaked greatly. 19 And when the voice of
the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, Moses
spake, and God answered him by a voice. 20 And the LORD came
down upon mount Sinai, on the top of the mount: and the LORD
called Moses up to the top of the mount; and Moses went up.
21 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go down, charge the people,
lest they break through unto the LORD to gaze, and many of
them perish. 22 And let the priests also, which come near to the
LORD, sanctify themselves, lest the LORD break forth upon them.
23 And Moses said unto the LORD, The people cannot come up to
mount Sinai: for thou chargedst us, saying, Set bounds about the
mount, and sanctify it. 24 And the LORD said unto him, Away,
get thee down, and thou shalt come up, thou, and Aaron with
thee: but let not the priests and the people break through to
come up unto the LORD, lest he break forth upon them. 25 So
Moses went down unto the people, and spake unto them.

67. The Decalogue
Exodus 20:1-21

Kept at the highest tier although it is law and not narrative:
the covenant it states is the standard against which every later
collapse in this plan is measured.

20 1 And God spake all these words, saying, 2 I am the LORD
thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out
of the house of bondage. 3 Thou shalt have no other gods before
me. 4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any
likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 5 Thou shalt
not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD
thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them
that hate me; 6 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that
love me, and keep my commandments. 7 Thou shalt not take
the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not
hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 8 Remember the
sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do
all thy work: 10 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD
thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son,
nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: 11 For in six days
the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them
is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the
sabbath day, and hallowed it.

12 ¶Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may
be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.
13 Thou shalt not kill. 14 Thou shalt not commit adultery. 15 Thou
shalt not steal. 16 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy
neighbour. 17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou
shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor
his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is
thy neighbour’s.

18 ¶And all the people saw the thunderings, and the light-
nings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking:
and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off.
19 And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will
hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die. 20 And Moses
said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and
that his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not. 21 And
the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto the thick
darkness where God was.

69. The blood of the covenant
Exodus 24:1-18

Exodus 25-31, the tabernacle specifications, are omitted here.

24 1 And he said unto Moses, Come up unto the LORD, thou,
and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel;
and worship ye afar off. 2 And Moses alone shall come near the
LORD: but they shall not come nigh; neither shall the people go
up with him.

3 ¶And Moses came and told the people all the words of the
LORD, and all the judgments: and all the people answered with
one voice, and said, All the words which the LORD hath said
will we do. 4 And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD, and
rose up early in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill,
and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 And
he sent young men of the children of Israel, which offered burnt
offerings, and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen unto the LORD.
6 And Moses took half of the blood, and put it in basons; and
half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. 7 And he took the
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book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the people:
and they said, All that the LORD hath said will we do, and be
obedient. 8 And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the
people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the
LORD hath made with you concerning all these words.

9 ¶Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and
seventy of the elders of Israel: 10 And they saw the God of Israel:
and there was under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire
stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness. 11 And
upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not his hand:
also they saw God, and did eat and drink.

12 ¶And the LORD said unto Moses, Come up to me into the
mount, and be there: and I will give thee tables of stone, and a
law, and commandments which I have written; that thou mayest
teach them. 13 And Moses rose up, and his minister Joshua: and
Moses went up into the mount of God. 14 And he said unto
the elders, Tarry ye here for us, until we come again unto you:
and, behold, Aaron and Hur are with you: if any man have any
matters to do, let him come unto them. 15 And Moses went up
into the mount, and a cloud covered the mount. 16 And the glory
of the LORD abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it
six days: and the seventh day he called unto Moses out of the
midst of the cloud. 17 And the sight of the glory of the LORD
was like devouring fire on the top of the mount in the eyes of
the children of Israel. 18 And Moses went into the midst of the
cloud, and gat him up into the mount: and Moses was in the
mount forty days and forty nights.

70. The golden calf
Exodus 32:1-35

32 1 And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come
down out of the mount, the people gathered themselves together
unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go
before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out
of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. 2 And
Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in
the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and
bring them unto me. 3 And all the people brake off the golden
earrings which were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron.
4 And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a
graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they said,
These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land
of Egypt. 5 And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it;
and Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to
the LORD. 6 And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered
burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat
down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.

7 ¶And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy
people, which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have cor-
rupted themselves: 8 They have turned aside quickly out of the
way which I commanded them: they have made them a molten
calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and
said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up
out of the land of Egypt. 9 And the LORD said unto Moses, I have
seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked people: 10 Now
therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them,
and that I may consume them: and I will make of thee a great na-
tion. 11 And Moses besought the LORD his God, and said, LORD,

why doth thy wrath wax hot against thy people, which thou hast
brought forth out of the land of Egypt with great power, and
with a mighty hand? 12 Wherefore should the Egyptians speak,
and say, For mischief did he bring them out, to slay them in the
mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth?
Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against thy
people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants,
to whom thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto them,
I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land
that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall
inherit it for ever. 14 And the LORD repented of the evil which
he thought to do unto his people.

15 ¶And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and
the two tables of the testimony were in his hand: the tables were
written on both their sides; on the one side and on the other were
they written. 16 And the tables were the work of God, and the
writing was the writing of God, graven upon the tables. 17 And
when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he
said unto Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp. 18 And he
said, It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither is
it the voice of them that cry for being overcome: but the noise
of them that sing do I hear.

19 ¶And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the
camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses’ anger
waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake
them beneath the mount. 20 And he took the calf which they
had made, and burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder, and
strawed it upon the water, and made the children of Israel drink
of it.

21 And Moses said unto Aaron, What did this people unto thee,
that thou hast brought so great a sin upon them? 22 And Aaron
said, Let not the anger of my lord wax hot: thou knowest the
people, that they are set on mischief. 23 For they said unto me,
Make us gods, which shall go before us: for as for this Moses,
the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot
not what is become of him. 24 And I said unto them, Whosoever
hath any gold, let them break it off. So they gave it me: then I
cast it into the fire, and there came out this calf.

25 ¶And when Moses saw that the people were naked; (for
Aaron had made them naked unto their shame among their
enemies:) 26 Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said,
Who is on the LORD’s side? let him come unto me. And all the
sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him. 27 And he
said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Put every
man his sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate
throughout the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every
man his companion, and every man his neighbour. 28 And the
children of Levi did according to the word of Moses: and there
fell of the people that day about three thousand men. 29 For
Moses had said, Consecrate yourselves to day to the LORD, even
every man upon his son, and upon his brother; that he may
bestow upon you a blessing this day.

30 ¶And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said unto
the people, Ye have sinned a great sin: and now I will go up unto
the LORD; peradventure I shall make an atonement for your sin.
31 And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, this people
have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold. 32 Yet
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now, if thou wilt forgive their sin—; and if not, blot me, I pray
thee, out of thy book which thou hast written. 33 And the LORD
said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I
blot out of my book. 34 Therefore now go, lead the people unto
the place of which I have spoken unto thee: behold, mine Angel
shall go before thee: nevertheless in the day when I visit I will
visit their sin upon them. 35 And the LORD plagued the people,
because they made the calf, which Aaron made.

72. The covenant renewed; the shining face
Exodus 34:1-35

Exodus 35-40, the making of the tabernacle, are omitted; they
repeat chapters 25-31 in the past tense.

34 1 And the LORD said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of
stone like unto the first: and I will write upon these tables the
words that were in the first tables, which thou brakest. 2 And be
ready in the morning, and come up in the morning unto mount
Sinai, and present thyself there to me in the top of the mount.
3 And no man shall come up with thee, neither let any man be
seen throughout all the mount; neither let the flocks nor herds
feed before that mount.

4 ¶And he hewed two tables of stone like unto the first; and
Moses rose up early in the morning, and went up unto mount
Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand the
two tables of stone. 5 And the LORD descended in the cloud, and
stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD.
6 And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The
LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and
abundant in goodness and truth, 7 Keeping mercy for thousands,
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by
no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children, and upon the children’s children, unto the
third and to the fourth generation. 8 And Moses made haste, and
bowed his head toward the earth, and worshipped. 9 And he said,
If now I have found grace in thy sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I
pray thee, go among us; for it is a stiffnecked people; and pardon
our iniquity and our sin, and take us for thine inheritance.

10 ¶And he said, Behold, I make a covenant: before all thy
people I will do marvels, such as have not been done in all the
earth, nor in any nation: and all the people among which thou
art shall see the work of the LORD: for it is a terrible thing that
I will do with thee. 11 Observe thou that which I command thee
this day: behold, I drive out before thee the Amorite, and the
Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Hivite, and
the Jebusite. 12 Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant
with the inhabitants of the land whither thou goest, lest it be
for a snare in the midst of thee: 13 But ye shall destroy their
altars, break their images, and cut down their groves: 14 For
thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name
is Jealous, is a jealous God: 15 Lest thou make a covenant with
the inhabitants of the land, and they go a whoring after their
gods, and do sacrifice unto their gods, and one call thee, and
thou eat of his sacrifice; 16 And thou take of their daughters unto
thy sons, and their daughters go a whoring after their gods, and
make thy sons go a whoring after their gods. 17 Thou shalt make
thee no molten gods.

18 ¶The feast of unleavened bread shalt thou keep. Seven days
thou shalt eat unleavened bread, as I commanded thee, in the
time of the month Abib: for in the month Abib thou camest out
from Egypt. 19 All that openeth the matrix is mine; and every
firstling among thy cattle, whether ox or sheep, that is male.
20 But the firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb: and
if thou redeem him not, then shalt thou break his neck. All the
firstborn of thy sons thou shalt redeem. And none shall appear
before me empty.

21 ¶ Six days thou shalt work, but on the seventh day thou
shalt rest: in earing time and in harvest thou shalt rest.

22 ¶And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, of the firstfruits
of wheat harvest, and the feast of ingathering at the year’s end.

23 ¶Thrice in the year shall all your men children appear
before the Lord GOD, the God of Israel. 24 For I will cast out the
nations before thee, and enlarge thy borders: neither shall any
man desire thy land, when thou shalt go up to appear before
the LORD thy God thrice in the year. 25 Thou shalt not offer the
blood of my sacrifice with leaven; neither shall the sacrifice of
the feast of the passover be left unto the morning. 26 The first of
the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring unto the house of the
LORD thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother’s milk.
27 And the LORD said unto Moses, Write thou these words: for
after the tenor of these words I have made a covenant with thee
and with Israel.

28 And he was there with the LORD forty days and forty
nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink water. And he wrote
upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten command-
ments.

29 ¶And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount
Sinai with the two tables of testimony in Moses’ hand, when
he came down from the mount, that Moses wist not that the
skin of his face shone while he talked with him. 30 And when
Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin
of his face shone; and they were afraid to come nigh him. 31 And
Moses called unto them; and Aaron and all the rulers of the
congregation returned unto him: and Moses talked with them.
32 And afterward all the children of Israel came nigh: and he
gave them in commandment all that the LORD had spoken with
him in mount Sinai. 33 And till Moses had done speaking with
them, he put a vail on his face. 34 But when Moses went in before
the LORD to speak with him, he took the vail off, until he came
out. And he came out, and spake unto the children of Israel that
which he was commanded. 35 And the children of Israel saw the
face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone: and Moses put
the vail upon his face again, until he went in to speak with him.

The Wilderness
Numbers 10-14, 16-17, 20-25, 27 and 31-33, with Deuteronomy

1-11 and 29-34. The Deuteronomic law code (12-26) is passed
over, as is Leviticus entire and Numbers 1-9 and 26-30 apart
from chapter 27: censuses, offerings and cultic ordinance.

74. The quails, and the seventy elders
Numbers 11:1-34

11 1 And when the people complained, it displeased the LORD:
and the LORD heard it; and his anger was kindled; and the



76. The spies, and the refusal of the land 23

fire of the LORD burnt among them, and consumed them that
were in the uttermost parts of the camp. 2 And the people cried
unto Moses; and when Moses prayed unto the LORD, the fire
was quenched. 3 And he called the name of the place Taberah:
because the fire of the LORD burnt among them.

4 ¶And the mixt multitude that was among them fell a lusting:
and the children of Israel also wept again, and said, Who shall
give us flesh to eat? 5 We remember the fish, which we did eat in
Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and
the onions, and the garlick: 6 But now our soul is dried away:
there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before our eyes. 7 And
the manna was as coriander seed, and the colour thereof as the
colour of bdellium. 8 And the people went about, and gathered
it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in a mortar, and baked it in
pans, and made cakes of it: and the taste of it was as the taste of
fresh oil. 9 And when the dew fell upon the camp in the night,
the manna fell upon it.

10 ¶Then Moses heard the people weep throughout their fami-
lies, every man in the door of his tent: and the anger of the LORD
was kindled greatly; Moses also was displeased. 11 And Moses
said unto the LORD, Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy servant?
and wherefore have I not found favour in thy sight, that thou
layest the burden of all this people upon me? 12 Have I conceived
all this people? have I begotten them, that thou shouldest say
unto me, Carry them in thy bosom, as a nursing father beareth
the sucking child, unto the land which thou swarest unto their
fathers? 13 Whence should I have flesh to give unto all this peo-
ple? for they weep unto me, saying, Give us flesh, that we may
eat. 14 I am not able to bear all this people alone, because it is
too heavy for me. 15 And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I
pray thee, out of hand, if I have found favour in thy sight; and
let me not see my wretchedness.

16 ¶And the LORD said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy
men of the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders
of the people, and officers over them; and bring them unto the
tabernacle of the congregation, that they may stand there with
thee. 17 And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I will
take of the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon them;
and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, that
thou bear it not thyself alone. 18 And say thou unto the people,
Sanctify yourselves against to morrow, and ye shall eat flesh:
for ye have wept in the ears of the LORD, saying, Who shall
give us flesh to eat? for it was well with us in Egypt: therefore
the LORD will give you flesh, and ye shall eat. 19 Ye shall not
eat one day, nor two days, nor five days, neither ten days, nor
twenty days; 20 But even a whole month, until it come out at
your nostrils, and it be loathsome unto you: because that ye have
despised the LORD which is among you, and have wept before
him, saying, Why came we forth out of Egypt? 21 And Moses
said, The people, among whom I am, are six hundred thousand
footmen; and thou hast said, I will give them flesh, that they may
eat a whole month. 22 Shall the flocks and the herds be slain for
them, to suffice them? or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered
together for them, to suffice them? 23 And the LORD said unto
Moses, Is the LORD’s hand waxed short? thou shalt see now
whether my word shall come to pass unto thee or not.

24 ¶And Moses went out, and told the people the words of the
LORD, and gathered the seventy men of the elders of the people,
and set them round about the tabernacle. 25 And the LORD came
down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and took of the spirit that
was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders: and it came
to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied,
and did not cease. 26 But there remained two of the men in the
camp, the name of the one was Eldad, and the name of the other
Medad: and the spirit rested upon them; and they were of them
that were written, but went not out unto the tabernacle: and
they prophesied in the camp. 27 And there ran a young man,
and told Moses, and said, Eldad and Medad do prophesy in the
camp. 28 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Moses, one
of his young men, answered and said, My lord Moses, forbid
them. 29 And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my sake?
would God that all the LORD’s people were prophets, and that
the LORD would put his spirit upon them! 30 And Moses gat
him into the camp, he and the elders of Israel.

31 ¶And there went forth a wind from the LORD, and brought
quails from the sea, and let them fall by the camp, as it were a
day’s journey on this side, and as it were a day’s journey on the
other side, round about the camp, and as it were two cubits high
upon the face of the earth. 32 And the people stood up all that
day, and all that night, and all the next day, and they gathered
the quails: he that gathered least gathered ten homers: and they
spread them all abroad for themselves round about the camp.
33 And while the flesh was yet between their teeth, ere it was
chewed, the wrath of the LORD was kindled against the people,
and the LORD smote the people with a very great plague. 34 And
he called the name of that place Kibroth-hattaavah: because
there they buried the people that lusted.

76. The spies, and the refusal of the land
Numbers 13:1-14:45

The forty years in the desert begin here; every later reading
in this period is its consequence.

13 1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Send thou men,
that they may search the land of Canaan, which I give unto
the children of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers shall ye
send a man, every one a ruler among them. 3 And Moses by the
commandment of the LORD sent them from the wilderness of
Paran: all those men were heads of the children of Israel. 4 And
these were their names: of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son
of Zaccur. 5 Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori. 6 Of
the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh. 7 Of the tribe of
Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph. 8 Of the tribe of Ephraim, Oshea
the son of Nun. 9 Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu.
10 Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi. 11 Of the tribe
of Joseph, namely, of the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi.
12 Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli. 13 Of the tribe
of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael. 14 Of the tribe of Naphtali,
Nahbi the son of Vophsi. 15 Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son
of Machi. 16 These are the names of the men which Moses sent
to spy out the land. And Moses called Oshea the son of Nun
Jehoshua.

17 ¶And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and
said unto them, Get you up this way southward, and go up into
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the mountain: 18 And see the land, what it is; and the people
that dwelleth therein, whether they be strong or weak, few or
many; 19 And what the land is that they dwell in, whether it be
good or bad; and what cities they be that they dwell in, whether
in tents, or in strong holds; 20 And what the land is, whether it
be fat or lean, whether there be wood therein, or not. And be
ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land. Now the
time was the time of the firstripe grapes.

21 ¶ So they went up, and searched the land from the wilder-
ness of Zin unto Rehob, as men come to Hamath. 22 And they
ascended by the south, and came unto Hebron; where Ahiman,
Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of Anak, were. (Now Hebron
was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) 23 And they came
unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut down from thence a branch
with one cluster of grapes, and they bare it between two upon
a staff; and they brought of the pomegranates, and of the figs.
24 The place was called the brook Eshcol, because of the cluster
of grapes which the children of Israel cut down from thence.
25 And they returned from searching of the land after forty days.

26 ¶And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all
the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the wilderness of
Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them, and unto all
the congregation, and shewed them the fruit of the land. 27 And
they told him, and said, We came unto the land whither thou
sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this is
the fruit of it. 28 Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in
the land, and the cities are walled, and very great: and moreover
we saw the children of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites dwell in
the land of the south: and the Hittites, and the Jebusites, and
the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell
by the sea, and by the coast of Jordan. 30 And Caleb stilled the
people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess
it; for we are well able to overcome it. 31 But the men that went
up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people;
for they are stronger than we. 32 And they brought up an evil
report of the land which they had searched unto the children of
Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search
it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the
people that we saw in it are men of a great stature. 33 And there
we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants:
and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were
in their sight.

14 1 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried;
and the people wept that night. 2 And all the children of Israel
murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole
congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in
the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness!
3 And wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to
fall by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a
prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt? 4 And they
said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into
Egypt.

5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the
assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel.

6 ¶And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephun-
neh, which were of them that searched the land, rent their
clothes: 7 And they spake unto all the company of the children

of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it,
is an exceeding good land. 8 If the LORD delight in us, then he
will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth
with milk and honey. 9 Only rebel not ye against the LORD, nei-
ther fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us:
their defence is departed from them, and the LORD is with us:
fear them not. 10 But all the congregation bade stone them with
stones. And the glory of the LORD appeared in the tabernacle
of the congregation before all the children of Israel.

11 ¶And the LORD said unto Moses, How long will this people
provoke me? and how long will it be ere they believe me, for
all the signs which I have shewed among them? 12 I will smite
them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will make of
thee a greater nation and mightier than they.

13 ¶And Moses said unto the LORD, Then the Egyptians shall
hear it, (for thou broughtest up this people in thy might from
among them;) 14 And they will tell it to the inhabitants of this
land: for they have heard that thou LORD art among this people,
that thou LORD art seen face to face, and that thy cloud standeth
over them, and that thou goest before them, by day time in a
pillar of a cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night.

15 ¶Now if thou shalt kill all this people as one man, then the
nations which have heard the fame of thee will speak, saying,
16 Because the LORD was not able to bring this people into the
land which he sware unto them, therefore he hath slain them
in the wilderness. 17 And now, I beseech thee, let the power of
my Lord be great, according as thou hast spoken, saying, 18 The
LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity
and transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation. 19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this
people according unto the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou
hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now.

20 And the LORD said, I have pardoned according to thy word:
21 But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory
of the LORD. 22 Because all those men which have seen my glory,
and my miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and
have tempted me now these ten times, and have not hearkened
to my voice; 23 Surely they shall not see the land which I sware
unto their fathers, neither shall any of them that provoked me
see it: 24 But my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit
with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the
land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it. 25 (Now the
Amalekites and the Canaanites dwelt in the valley.) To morrow
turn you, and get you into the wilderness by the way of the Red
sea.

26 ¶And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
27 How long shall I bear with this evil congregation, which mur-
mur against me? I have heard the murmurings of the children
of Israel, which they murmur against me. 28 Say unto them, As
truly as I live, saith the LORD, as ye have spoken in mine ears, so
will I do to you: 29 Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness; and
all that were numbered of you, according to your whole num-
ber, from twenty years old and upward, which have murmured
against me, 30 Doubtless ye shall not come into the land, con-
cerning which I sware to make you dwell therein, save Caleb the
son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun. 31 But your little
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ones, which ye said should be a prey, them will I bring in, and
they shall know the land which ye have despised. 32 But as for
you, your carcases, they shall fall in this wilderness. 33 And your
children shall wander in the wilderness forty years, and bear
your whoredoms, until your carcases be wasted in the wilder-
ness. 34 After the number of the days in which ye searched the
land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your
iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of
promise. 35 I the LORD have said, I will surely do it unto all this
evil congregation, that are gathered together against me: in this
wilderness they shall be consumed, and there they shall die.

36 And the men, which Moses sent to search the land, who
returned, and made all the congregation to murmur against him,
by bringing up a slander upon the land, 37 Even those men that
did bring up the evil report upon the land, died by the plague
before the LORD. 38 But Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the
son of Jephunneh, which were of the men that went to search
the land, lived still. 39 And Moses told these sayings unto all the
children of Israel: and the people mourned greatly.

40 ¶And they rose up early in the morning, and gat them up
into the top of the mountain, saying, Lo, we be here, and will
go up unto the place which the LORD hath promised: for we
have sinned. 41 And Moses said, Wherefore now do ye transgress
the commandment of the LORD? but it shall not prosper. 42 Go
not up, for the LORD is not among you; that ye be not smitten
before your enemies. 43 For the Amalekites and the Canaanites
are there before you, and ye shall fall by the sword: because ye
are turned away from the LORD, therefore the LORD will not
be with you. 44 But they presumed to go up unto the hill top:
nevertheless the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and Moses,
departed not out of the camp. 45 Then the Amalekites came
down, and the Canaanites which dwelt in that hill, and smote
them, and discomfited them, even unto Hormah.

77. The rebellion of Core
Numbers 16:1-50

16 1 Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of
Levi, and Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son
of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men: 2 And they rose up before
Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred and
fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the congregation, men of
renown: 3 And they gathered themselves together against Moses
and against Aaron, and said unto them, Ye take too much upon
you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of them, and
the LORD is among them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves
above the congregation of the LORD? 4 And when Moses heard
it, he fell upon his face: 5 And he spake unto Korah and unto
all his company, saying, Even to morrow the LORD will shew
who are his, and who is holy; and will cause him to come near
unto him: even him whom he hath chosen will he cause to come
near unto him. 6 This do; Take you censers, Korah, and all his
company; 7 And put fire therein, and put incense in them before
the LORD to morrow: and it shall be that the man whom the
LORD doth choose, he shall be holy: ye take too much upon
you, ye sons of Levi. 8 And Moses said unto Korah, Hear, I pray
you, ye sons of Levi: 9 Seemeth it but a small thing unto you,
that the God of Israel hath separated you from the congregation
of Israel, to bring you near to himself to do the service of the

tabernacle of the LORD, and to stand before the congregation to
minister unto them? 10 And he hath brought thee near to him,
and all thy brethren the sons of Levi with thee: and seek ye
the priesthood also? 11 For which cause both thou and all thy
company are gathered together against the LORD: and what is
Aaron, that ye murmur against him?

12 ¶And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram, the sons of
Eliab: which said, We will not come up: 13 Is it a small thing
that thou hast brought us up out of a land that floweth with
milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, except thou make
thyself altogether a prince over us? 14 Moreover thou hast not
brought us into a land that floweth with milk and honey, or
given us inheritance of fields and vineyards: wilt thou put out
the eyes of these men? we will not come up. 15 And Moses was
very wroth, and said unto the LORD, Respect not thou their
offering: I have not taken one ass from them, neither have I
hurt one of them. 16 And Moses said unto Korah, Be thou and
all thy company before the LORD, thou, and they, and Aaron,
to morrow: 17 And take every man his censer, and put incense
in them, and bring ye before the LORD every man his censer,
two hundred and fifty censers; thou also, and Aaron, each of
you his censer. 18 And they took every man his censer, and put
fire in them, and laid incense thereon, and stood in the door
of the tabernacle of the congregation with Moses and Aaron.
19 And Korah gathered all the congregation against them unto
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation: and the glory
of the LORD appeared unto all the congregation. 20 And the
LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 21 Separate
yourselves from among this congregation, that I may consume
them in a moment. 22 And they fell upon their faces, and said,
O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and
wilt thou be wroth with all the congregation?

23 ¶And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 24 Speak unto
the congregation, saying, Get you up from about the tabernacle
of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. 25 And Moses rose up and went
unto Dathan and Abiram; and the elders of Israel followed him.
26 And he spake unto the congregation, saying, Depart, I pray
you, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing of
theirs, lest ye be consumed in all their sins. 27 So they gat up
from the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, on every side:
and Dathan and Abiram came out, and stood in the door of their
tents, and their wives, and their sons, and their little children.
28 And Moses said, Hereby ye shall know that the LORD hath
sent me to do all these works; for I have not done them of mine
own mind. 29 If these men die the common death of all men, or
if they be visited after the visitation of all men; then the LORD
hath not sent me. 30 But if the LORD make a new thing, and
the earth open her mouth, and swallow them up, with all that
appertain unto them, and they go down quick into the pit; then
ye shall understand that these men have provoked the LORD.

31 ¶And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all
these words, that the ground clave asunder that was under them:
32 And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and
their houses, and all the men that appertained unto Korah, and
all their goods. 33 They, and all that appertained to them, went
down alive into the pit, and the earth closed upon them: and
they perished from among the congregation. 34 And all Israel
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that were round about them fled at the cry of them: for they
said, Lest the earth swallow us up also. 35 And there came out a
fire from the LORD, and consumed the two hundred and fifty
men that offered incense.

36 ¶And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 37 Speak unto
Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, that he take up the censers
out of the burning, and scatter thou the fire yonder; for they
are hallowed. 38 The censers of these sinners against their own
souls, let them make them broad plates for a covering of the
altar: for they offered them before the LORD, therefore they are
hallowed: and they shall be a sign unto the children of Israel.
39 And Eleazar the priest took the brasen censers, wherewith
they that were burnt had offered; and they were made broad
plates for a covering of the altar: 40 To be a memorial unto the
children of Israel, that no stranger, which is not of the seed of
Aaron, come near to offer incense before the LORD; that he be
not as Korah, and as his company: as the LORD said to him by
the hand of Moses.

41 ¶But on the morrow all the congregation of the children
of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron, saying, Ye
have killed the people of the LORD. 42 And it came to pass, when
the congregation was gathered against Moses and against Aaron,
that they looked toward the tabernacle of the congregation:
and, behold, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD
appeared. 43 And Moses and Aaron came before the tabernacle
of the congregation.

44 ¶And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 45 Get you up
from among this congregation, that I may consume them as in
a moment. And they fell upon their faces.

46 ¶And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer, and put fire
therein from off the altar, and put on incense, and go quickly
unto the congregation, and make an atonement for them: for
there is wrath gone out from the LORD; the plague is begun.
47 And Aaron took as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst
of the congregation; and, behold, the plague was begun among
the people: and he put on incense, and made an atonement for
the people. 48 And he stood between the dead and the living;
and the plague was stayed. 49 Now they that died in the plague
were fourteen thousand and seven hundred, beside them that
died about the matter of Korah. 50 And Aaron returned unto
Moses unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation: and
the plague was stayed.

79. Meriba; the death of Aaron
Numbers 20:1-30

This edition does not carry this reading.
Num 20:30 is past Num 20:29, the last verse this edition prints in that
chapter; record where this edition carries it in its verse aliases, or correct
the citation

80. The brazen serpent
Numbers 21:1-35

Read again in St. John 3:14, which this plan also reads.
21 1 And when king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt in the
south, heard tell that Israel came by the way of the spies; then

he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. 2 And
Israel vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said, If thou wilt indeed
deliver this people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their
cities. 3 And the LORD hearkened to the voice of Israel, and
delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them
and their cities: and he called the name of the place Hormah.

4 ¶And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red
sea, to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was
much discouraged because of the way. 5 And the people spake
against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us
up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread,
neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread.
6 And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they
bit the people; and much people of Israel died.

7 ¶Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have
sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, and against thee;
pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us.
And Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the LORD said unto
Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it
shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh
upon it, shall live. 9 And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put
it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten
any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

10 ¶And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in
Oboth. 11 And they journeyed from Oboth, and pitched at Ije-
abarim, in the wilderness which is before Moab, toward the
sunrising.

12 ¶ From thence they removed, and pitched in the valley of
Zared. 13 From thence they removed, and pitched on the other
side of Arnon, which is in the wilderness that cometh out of the
coasts of the Amorites: for Arnon is the border of Moab, between
Moab and the Amorites. 14 Wherefore it is said in the book of
the wars of the LORD, What he did in the Red sea, and in the
brooks of Arnon, 15 And at the stream of the brooks that goeth
down to the dwelling of Ar, and lieth upon the border of Moab.
16 And from thence they went to Beer: that is the well whereof
the LORD spake unto Moses, Gather the people together, and I
will give them water.

17 ¶Then Israel sang this song, Spring up, O well; sing ye unto
it: 18 The princes digged the well, the nobles of the people digged
it, by the direction of the lawgiver, with their staves. And from
the wilderness they went to Mattanah: 19 And from Mattanah
to Nahaliel: and from Nahaliel to Bamoth: 20 And from Bamoth
in the valley, that is in the country of Moab, to the top of Pisgah,
which looketh toward Jeshimon.

21 ¶And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the Amor-
ites, saying, 22 Let me pass through thy land: we will not turn
into the fields, or into the vineyards; we will not drink of the
waters of the well: but we will go along by the king’s high way,
until we be past thy borders. 23 And Sihon would not suffer Israel
to pass through his border: but Sihon gathered all his people
together, and went out against Israel into the wilderness: and he
came to Jahaz, and fought against Israel. 24 And Israel smote him
with the edge of the sword, and possessed his land from Arnon
unto Jabbok, even unto the children of Ammon: for the border
of the children of Ammon was strong. 25 And Israel took all
these cities: and Israel dwelt in all the cities of the Amorites, in
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Heshbon, and in all the villages thereof. 26 For Heshbon was the
city of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who had fought against
the former king of Moab, and taken all his land out of his hand,
even unto Arnon. 27 Wherefore they that speak in proverbs say,
Come into Heshbon, let the city of Sihon be built and prepared:
28 For there is a fire gone out of Heshbon, a flame from the city
of Sihon: it hath consumed Ar of Moab, and the lords of the
high places of Arnon. 29 Woe to thee, Moab! thou art undone, O
people of Chemosh: he hath given his sons that escaped, and his
daughters, into captivity unto Sihon king of the Amorites. 30 We
have shot at them; Heshbon is perished even unto Dibon, and
we have laid them waste even unto Nophah, which reacheth
unto Medeba.

31 ¶Thus Israel dwelt in the land of the Amorites. 32 And
Moses sent to spy out Jaazer, and they took the villages thereof,
and drove out the Amorites that were there.

33 ¶And they turned and went up by the way of Bashan: and
Og the king of Bashan went out against them, he, and all his
people, to the battle at Edrei. 34 And the LORD said unto Moses,
Fear him not: for I have delivered him into thy hand, and all his
people, and his land; and thou shalt do to him as thou didst unto
Sihon king of the Amorites, which dwelt at Heshbon. 35 So they
smote him, and his sons, and all his people, until there was none
left him alive: and they possessed his land.

88. The Decalogue rehearsed
Deuteronomy 5:1-33

The second of the two statements of the Decalogue this plan
reads.

5 1 And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O
Israel, the statutes and judgments which I speak in your ears
this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, and do them. 2 The
LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. 3 The LORD
made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us,
who are all of us here alive this day. 4 The LORD talked with
you face to face in the mount out of the midst of the fire, 5 (I
stood between the LORD and you at that time, to shew you the
word of the LORD: for ye were afraid by reason of the fire, and
went not up into the mount;) saying,

6 ¶ I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land
of Egypt, from the house of bondage. 7 Thou shalt have none
other gods before me. 8 Thou shalt not make thee any graven
image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters beneath the
earth: 9 Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve
them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the in-
iquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me, 10 And shewing mercy unto
thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments.
11 Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain:
for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in
vain. 12 Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the LORD thy God
hath commanded thee. 13 Six days thou shalt labour, and do all
thy work: 14 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy
God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy
daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thine
ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that

is within thy gates; that thy manservant and thy maidservant
may rest as well as thou. 15 And remember that thou wast a ser-
vant in the land of Egypt, and that the LORD thy God brought
thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a stretched out
arm: therefore the LORD thy God commanded thee to keep the
sabbath day.

16 ¶Honour thy father and thy mother, as the LORD thy God
hath commanded thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that
it may go well with thee, in the land which the LORD thy God
giveth thee. 17 Thou shalt not kill. 18 Neither shalt thou commit
adultery. 19 Neither shalt thou steal. 20 Neither shalt thou bear
false witness against thy neighbour. 21 Neither shalt thou desire
thy neighbour’s wife, neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour’s
house, his field, or his manservant, or his maidservant, his ox,
or his ass, or any thing that is thy neighbour’s.

22 ¶These words the LORD spake unto all your assembly in
the mount out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the
thick darkness, with a great voice: and he added no more. And
he wrote them in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto
me. 23 And it came to pass, when ye heard the voice out of the
midst of the darkness, (for the mountain did burn with fire,)
that ye came near unto me, even all the heads of your tribes,
and your elders; 24 And ye said, Behold, the LORD our God hath
shewed us his glory and his greatness, and we have heard his
voice out of the midst of the fire: we have seen this day that
God doth talk with man, and he liveth. 25 Now therefore why
should we die? for this great fire will consume us: if we hear
the voice of the LORD our God any more, then we shall die.
26 For who is there of all flesh, that hath heard the voice of the
living God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as we have, and
lived? 27 Go thou near, and hear all that the LORD our God shall
say: and speak thou unto us all that the LORD our God shall
speak unto thee; and we will hear it, and do it. 28 And the LORD
heard the voice of your words, when ye spake unto me; and the
LORD said unto me, I have heard the voice of the words of this
people, which they have spoken unto thee: they have well said
all that they have spoken. 29 O that there were such an heart in
them, that they would fear me, and keep all my commandments
always, that it might be well with them, and with their children
for ever! 30 Go say to them, Get you into your tents again. 31 But
as for thee, stand thou here by me, and I will speak unto thee all
the commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments, which
thou shalt teach them, that they may do them in the land which I
give them to possess it. 32 Ye shall observe to do therefore as the
LORD your God hath commanded you: ye shall not turn aside
to the right hand or to the left. 33 Ye shall walk in all the ways
which the LORD your God hath commanded you, that ye may
live, and that it may be well with you, and that ye may prolong
your days in the land which ye shall possess.

89. "Hear, O Israel"
Deuteronomy 6:1-25

The Shema, and the first commandment as Christ cites it.
Deuteronomy 12-26, the law code, is omitted after chapter 11.

6 1 Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the
judgments, which the LORD your God commanded to teach you,
that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to possess it:
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2 That thou mightest fear the LORD thy God, to keep all his
statutes and his commandments, which I command thee, thou,
and thy son, and thy son’s son, all the days of thy life; and that
thy days may be prolonged.

3 ¶Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that it may be
well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as the LORD
God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in the land that floweth
with milk and honey.

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: 5 And thou
shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy might. 6 And these words, which I
command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 7 And thou shalt
teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the
way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 8 And
thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall
be as frontlets between thine eyes. 9 And thou shalt write them
upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. 10 And it shall be,
when the LORD thy God shall have brought thee into the land
which he sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob, to give thee great and goodly cities, which thou buildedst
not, 11 And houses full of all good things, which thou filledst not,
and wells digged, which thou diggedst not, vineyards and olive
trees, which thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have eaten
and be full; 12 Then beware lest thou forget the LORD, which
brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of
bondage. 13 Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him,
and shalt swear by his name. 14 Ye shall not go after other gods,
of the gods of the people which are round about you; 15 (For the
LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest the anger of the
LORD thy God be kindled against thee, and destroy thee from
off the face of the earth.

16 ¶Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted him
in Massah. 17 Ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the
LORD your God, and his testimonies, and his statutes, which he
hath commanded thee. 18 And thou shalt do that which is right
and good in the sight of the LORD: that it may be well with thee,
and that thou mayest go in and possess the good land which the
LORD sware unto thy fathers, 19 To cast out all thine enemies
from before thee, as the LORD hath spoken. 20 And when thy son
asketh thee in time to come, saying, What mean the testimonies,
and the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD our God
hath commanded you? 21 Then thou shalt say unto thy son, We
were Pharaoh’s bondmen in Egypt; and the LORD brought us
out of Egypt with a mighty hand: 22 And the LORD shewed signs
and wonders, great and sore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and
upon all his household, before our eyes: 23 And he brought us
out from thence, that he might bring us in, to give us the land
which he sware unto our fathers. 24 And the LORD commanded
us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our
good always, that he might preserve us alive, as it is at this
day. 25 And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do
all these commandments before the LORD our God, as he hath
commanded us.

97. The canticle of Moses
Deuteronomy 32:1-52

32 1 Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth,
the words of my mouth. 2 My doctrine shall drop as the rain,
my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the
tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass: 3 Because I will
publish the name of the LORD: ascribe ye greatness unto our
God. 4 He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are
judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right
is he. 5 They have corrupted themselves, their spot is not the
spot of his children: they are a perverse and crooked generation.
6 Do ye thus requite the LORD, O foolish people and unwise? is
not he thy father that hath bought thee? hath he not made thee,
and established thee?

7 ¶Remember the days of old, consider the years of many
generations: ask thy father, and he will shew thee; thy elders,
and they will tell thee. 8 When the most High divided to the
nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam,
he set the bounds of the people according to the number of
the children of Israel. 9 For the LORD’s portion is his people;
Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. 10 He found him in a desert
land, and in the waste howling wilderness; he led him about,
he instructed him, he kept him as the apple of his eye. 11 As an
eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth
abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings: 12 So
the LORD alone did lead him, and there was no strange god with
him. 13 He made him ride on the high places of the earth, that
he might eat the increase of the fields; and he made him to suck
honey out of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock; 14 Butter of
kine, and milk of sheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed
of Bashan, and goats, with the fat of kidneys of wheat; and thou
didst drink the pure blood of the grape.

15 ¶But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou art waxen fat,
thou art grown thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he
forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock
of his salvation. 16 They provoked him to jealousy with strange
gods, with abominations provoked they him to anger. 17 They
sacrificed unto devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not,
to new gods that came newly up, whom your fathers feared
not. 18 Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast
forgotten God that formed thee. 19 And when the LORD saw
it, he abhorred them, because of the provoking of his sons, and
of his daughters. 20 And he said, I will hide my face from them,
I will see what their end shall be: for they are a very froward
generation, children in whom is no faith. 21 They have moved
me to jealousy with that which is not God; they have provoked
me to anger with their vanities: and I will move them to jealousy
with those which are not a people; I will provoke them to anger
with a foolish nation. 22 For a fire is kindled in mine anger, and
shall burn unto the lowest hell, and shall consume the earth with
her increase, and set on fire the foundations of the mountains. 23 I
will heap mischiefs upon them; I will spend mine arrows upon
them. 24 They shall be burnt with hunger, and devoured with
burning heat, and with bitter destruction: I will also send the
teeth of beasts upon them, with the poison of serpents of the dust.
25 The sword without, and terror within, shall destroy both the
young man and the virgin, the suckling also with the man of gray
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hairs. 26 I said, I would scatter them into corners, I would make
the remembrance of them to cease from among men: 27 Were it
not that I feared the wrath of the enemy, lest their adversaries
should behave themselves strangely, and lest they should say,
Our hand is high, and the LORD hath not done all this. 28 For they
are a nation void of counsel, neither is there any understanding
in them. 29 O that they were wise, that they understood this,
that they would consider their latter end! 30 How should one
chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight, except
their Rock had sold them, and the LORD had shut them up?
31 For their rock is not as our Rock, even our enemies themselves
being judges. 32 For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, and of the
fields of Gomorrah: their grapes are grapes of gall, their clusters
are bitter: 33 Their wine is the poison of dragons, and the cruel
venom of asps. 34 Is not this laid up in store with me, and sealed
up among my treasures? 35 To me belongeth vengeance, and
recompence; their foot shall slide in due time: for the day of
their calamity is at hand, and the things that shall come upon
them make haste. 36 For the LORD shall judge his people, and
repent himself for his servants, when he seeth that their power
is gone, and there is none shut up, or left. 37 And he shall say,
Where are their gods, their rock in whom they trusted, 38 Which
did eat the fat of their sacrifices, and drank the wine of their drink
offerings? let them rise up and help you, and be your protection.
39 See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god with me:
I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal: neither is there
any that can deliver out of my hand. 40 For I lift up my hand to
heaven, and say, I live for ever. 41 If I whet my glittering sword,
and mine hand take hold on judgment; I will render vengeance
to mine enemies, and will reward them that hate me. 42 I will
make mine arrows drunk with blood, and my sword shall devour
flesh; and that with the blood of the slain and of the captives,
from the beginning of revenges upon the enemy. 43 Rejoice, O
ye nations, with his people: for he will avenge the blood of his
servants, and will render vengeance to his adversaries, and will
be merciful unto his land, and to his people.

44 ¶And Moses came and spake all the words of this song in
the ears of the people, he, and Hoshea the son of Nun. 45 And
Moses made an end of speaking all these words to all Israel:
46 And he said unto them, Set your hearts unto all the words
which I testify among you this day, which ye shall command
your children to observe to do, all the words of this law. 47 For it is
not a vain thing for you; because it is your life: and through this
thing ye shall prolong your days in the land, whither ye go over
Jordan to possess it. 48 And the LORD spake unto Moses that
selfsame day, saying, 49 Get thee up into this mountain Abarim,
unto mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, that is over
against Jericho; and behold the land of Canaan, which I give unto
the children of Israel for a possession: 50 And die in the mount
whither thou goest up, and be gathered unto thy people; as
Aaron thy brother died in mount Hor, and was gathered unto his
people: 51 Because ye trespassed against me among the children
of Israel at the waters of Meribah-Kadesh, in the wilderness of
Zin; because ye sanctified me not in the midst of the children of
Israel. 52 Yet thou shalt see the land before thee; but thou shalt
not go thither unto the land which I give the children of Israel.

99. The death of Moses
Deuteronomy 34:1-12

34 1 And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the
mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against
Jericho. And the LORD shewed him all the land of Gilead, unto
Dan, 2 And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh,
and all the land of Judah, unto the utmost sea, 3 And the south,
and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto
Zoar. 4 And the LORD said unto him, This is the land which I
sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will
give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes,
but thou shalt not go over thither.

5 ¶ So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land
of Moab, according to the word of the LORD. 6 And he buried
him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Beth-peor: but
no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.

7 ¶And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when
he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated.

8 ¶And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains
of Moab thirty days: so the days of weeping and mourning for
Moses were ended.

9 ¶And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom;
for Moses had laid his hands upon him: and the children of Israel
hearkened unto him, and did as the LORD commanded Moses.

10 ¶And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto
Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, 11 In all the signs
and the wonders, which the LORD sent him to do in the land
of Egypt to Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land,
12 And in all that mighty hand, and in all the great terror which
Moses shewed in the sight of all Israel.

Conquest and Judges
Josue 1-11 and 23-24, Judges 1-16, and Ruth. The allotment

of the tribal territories (Josue 12-22) is passed over as a survey
document, and Judges 17-21, the appendix, is left aside as outside
the line of the story.

102. The commission of Josue
Joshua 1:1-18

1 1 Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it
came to pass, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun,
Moses’ minister, saying, 2 Moses my servant is dead; now there-
fore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto
the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel.
3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have
I given unto you, as I said unto Moses. 4 From the wilderness
and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates,
all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the
going down of the sun, shall be your coast. 5 There shall not
any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I
was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor
forsake thee. 6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this
people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I
sware unto their fathers to give them. 7 Only be thou strong and
very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to
all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not
from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper
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whithersoever thou goest. 8 This book of the law shall not depart
out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night,
that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written
therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then
thou shalt have good success. 9 Have not I commanded thee?
Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou
dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever
thou goest.

10 ¶Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, say-
ing, 11 Pass through the host, and command the people, saying,
Prepare you victuals; for within three days ye shall pass over
this Jordan, to go in to possess the land, which the LORD your
God giveth you to possess it.

12 ¶And to the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to half the
tribe of Manasseh, spake Joshua, saying, 13 Remember the word
which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying,
The LORD your God hath given you rest, and hath given you
this land. 14 Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle, shall
remain in the land which Moses gave you on this side Jordan;
but ye shall pass before your brethren armed, all the mighty
men of valour, and help them; 15 Until the LORD have given
your brethren rest, as he hath given you, and they also have
possessed the land which the LORD your God giveth them: then
ye shall return unto the land of your possession, and enjoy it,
which Moses the LORD’s servant gave you on this side Jordan
toward the sunrising.

16 ¶And they answered Joshua, saying, All that thou com-
mandest us we will do, and whithersoever thou sendest us, we
will go. 17 According as we hearkened unto Moses in all things,
so will we hearken unto thee: only the LORD thy God be with
thee, as he was with Moses. 18 Whosoever he be that doth rebel
against thy commandment, and will not hearken unto thy words
in all that thou commandest him, he shall be put to death: only
be strong and of a good courage.

104. The crossing of the Jordan
Joshua 3:1-17

3 1 And Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed
from Shittim, and came to Jordan, he and all the children of
Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. 2 And it came
to pass after three days, that the officers went through the host;
3 And they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the
ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the priests the
Levites bearing it, then ye shall remove from your place, and go
after it. 4 Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about
two thousand cubits by measure: come not near unto it, that ye
may know the way by which ye must go: for ye have not passed
this way heretofore. 5 And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify
yourselves: for to morrow the LORD will do wonders among
you. 6 And Joshua spake unto the priests, saying, Take up the
ark of the covenant, and pass over before the people. And they
took up the ark of the covenant, and went before the people.

7 ¶And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day will I begin to
magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that,
as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee. 8 And thou shalt
command the priests that bear the ark of the covenant, saying,
When ye are come to the brink of the water of Jordan, ye shall
stand still in Jordan.

9 ¶And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, Come hither,
and hear the words of the LORD your God. 10 And Joshua said,
Hereby ye shall know that the living God is among you, and that
he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites,
and the Hittites, and the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and the
Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Jebusites. 11 Behold, the
ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth passeth over
before you into Jordan. 12 Now therefore take you twelve men
out of the tribes of Israel, out of every tribe a man. 13 And it shall
come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests that
bear the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest
in the waters of Jordan, that the waters of Jordan shall be cut
off from the waters that come down from above; and they shall
stand upon an heap.

14 ¶And it came to pass, when the people removed from their
tents, to pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing the ark of the
covenant before the people; 15 And as they that bare the ark
were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the
ark were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth
all his banks all the time of harvest,) 16 That the waters which
came down from above stood and rose up upon an heap very far
from the city Adam, that is beside Zaretan: and those that came
down toward the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and
were cut off: and the people passed over right against Jericho.
17 And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD
stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the
Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were
passed clean over Jordan.

106. The fall of Jericho
Joshua 6:1-27

6 1 Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children
of Israel: none went out, and none came in. 2 And the LORD
said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho, and
the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour. 3 And ye shall
compass the city, all ye men of war, and go round about the city
once. Thus shalt thou do six days. 4 And seven priests shall bear
before the ark seven trumpets of rams’ horns: and the seventh
day ye shall compass the city seven times, and the priests shall
blow with the trumpets. 5 And it shall come to pass, that when
they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when ye hear
the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great
shout; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat, and the people
shall ascend up every man straight before him.

6 ¶And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said
unto them, Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests
bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD.
7 And he said unto the people, Pass on, and compass the city,
and let him that is armed pass on before the ark of the LORD.

8 ¶And it came to pass, when Joshua had spoken unto the
people, that the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’
horns passed on before the LORD, and blew with the trumpets:
and the ark of the covenant of the LORD followed them.

9 ¶And the armed men went before the priests that blew with
the trumpets, and the rereward came after the ark, the priests
going on, and blowing with the trumpets. 10 And Joshua had
commanded the people, saying, Ye shall not shout, nor make
any noise with your voice, neither shall any word proceed out
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of your mouth, until the day I bid you shout; then shall ye shout.
11 So the ark of the LORD compassed the city, going about it
once: and they came into the camp, and lodged in the camp.

12 ¶And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests
took up the ark of the LORD. 13 And seven priests bearing seven
trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD went on con-
tinually, and blew with the trumpets: and the armed men went
before them; but the rereward came after the ark of the LORD,
the priests going on, and blowing with the trumpets. 14 And the
second day they compassed the city once, and returned into the
camp: so they did six days. 15 And it came to pass on the seventh
day, that they rose early about the dawning of the day, and com-
passed the city after the same manner seven times: only on that
day they compassed the city seven times. 16 And it came to pass
at the seventh time, when the priests blew with the trumpets,
Joshua said unto the people, Shout; for the LORD hath given
you the city.

17 ¶And the city shall be accursed, even it, and all that are
therein, to the LORD: only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all
that are with her in the house, because she hid the messengers
that we sent. 18 And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the
accursed thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, when ye take
of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and
trouble it. 19 But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and
iron, are consecrated unto the LORD: they shall come into the
treasury of the LORD. 20 So the people shouted when the priests
blew with the trumpets: and it came to pass, when the people
heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a
great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the people went
up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took
the city. 21 And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city,
both man and woman, young and old, and ox, and sheep, and
ass, with the edge of the sword. 22 But Joshua had said unto the
two men that had spied out the country, Go into the harlot’s
house, and bring out thence the woman, and all that she hath,
as ye sware unto her. 23 And the young men that were spies
went in, and brought out Rahab, and her father, and her mother,
and her brethren, and all that she had; and they brought out all
her kindred, and left them without the camp of Israel. 24 And
they burnt the city with fire, and all that was therein: only the
silver, and the gold, and the vessels of brass and of iron, they put
into the treasury of the house of the LORD. 25 And Joshua saved
Rahab the harlot alive, and her father’s household, and all that
she had; and she dwelleth in Israel even unto this day; because
she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.

26 ¶And Joshua adjured them at that time, saying, Cursed be
the man before the LORD, that riseth up and buildeth this city
Jericho: he shall lay the foundation thereof in his firstborn, and
in his youngest son shall he set up the gates of it. 27 So the LORD
was with Joshua; and his fame was noised throughout all the
country.

112. The covenant at Sichem
Joshua 24:1-33

24 1 And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and
called for the elders of Israel, and for their heads, and for their
judges, and for their officers; and they presented themselves
before God. 2 And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith

the LORD God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other side of
the flood in old time, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the
father of Nachor: and they served other gods. 3 And I took your
father Abraham from the other side of the flood, and led him
throughout all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his seed, and
gave him Isaac. 4 And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau: and I gave
unto Esau mount Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and his children
went down into Egypt. 5 I sent Moses also and Aaron, and I
plagued Egypt, according to that which I did among them: and
afterward I brought you out. 6 And I brought your fathers out of
Egypt: and ye came unto the sea; and the Egyptians pursued after
your fathers with chariots and horsemen unto the Red sea. 7 And
when they cried unto the LORD, he put darkness between you
and the Egyptians, and brought the sea upon them, and covered
them; and your eyes have seen what I have done in Egypt: and ye
dwelt in the wilderness a long season. 8 And I brought you into
the land of the Amorites, which dwelt on the other side Jordan;
and they fought with you: and I gave them into your hand, that
ye might possess their land; and I destroyed them from before
you. 9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and
warred against Israel, and sent and called Balaam the son of Beor
to curse you: 10 But I would not hearken unto Balaam; therefore
he blessed you still: so I delivered you out of his hand. 11 And ye
went over Jordan, and came unto Jericho: and the men of Jericho
fought against you, the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the
Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Girgashites, the Hivites,
and the Jebusites; and I delivered them into your hand. 12 And I
sent the hornet before you, which drave them out from before
you, even the two kings of the Amorites; but not with thy sword,
nor with thy bow. 13 And I have given you a land for which ye
did not labour, and cities which ye built not, and ye dwell in
them; of the vineyards and oliveyards which ye planted not do
ye eat.

14 ¶Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity
and in truth: and put away the gods which your fathers served
on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the
LORD. 15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose
you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your
fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the
gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and
my house, we will serve the LORD. 16 And the people answered
and said, God forbid that we should forsake the LORD, to serve
other gods; 17 For the LORD our God, he it is that brought us
up and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, from the house
of bondage, and which did those great signs in our sight, and
preserved us in all the way wherein we went, and among all the
people through whom we passed: 18 And the LORD drave out
from before us all the people, even the Amorites which dwelt
in the land: therefore will we also serve the LORD; for he is
our God. 19 And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve
the LORD: for he is an holy God; he is a jealous God; he will
not forgive your transgressions nor your sins. 20 If ye forsake
the LORD, and serve strange gods, then he will turn and do you
hurt, and consume you, after that he hath done you good. 21 And
the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but we will serve the LORD.
22 And Joshua said unto the people, Ye are witnesses against
yourselves that ye have chosen you the LORD, to serve him.
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And they said, We are witnesses. 23 Now therefore put away,
said he, the strange gods which are among you, and incline your
heart unto the LORD God of Israel. 24 And the people said unto
Joshua, The LORD our God will we serve, and his voice will we
obey. 25 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day,
and set them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.

26 ¶And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of
God, and took a great stone, and set it up there under an oak,
that was by the sanctuary of the LORD. 27 And Joshua said unto
all the people, Behold, this stone shall be a witness unto us; for
it hath heard all the words of the LORD which he spake unto
us: it shall be therefore a witness unto you, lest ye deny your
God. 28 So Joshua let the people depart, every man unto his
inheritance.

29 ¶And it came to pass after these things, that Joshua the son
of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being an hundred and ten
years old. 30 And they buried him in the border of his inheritance
in Timnath-serah, which is in mount Ephraim, on the north side
of the hill of Gaash. 31 And Israel served the LORD all the days
of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that overlived Joshua,
and which had known all the works of the LORD, that he had
done for Israel.

32 ¶And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel
brought up out of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel
of ground which Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor the father
of Shechem for an hundred pieces of silver: and it became the
inheritance of the children of Joseph. 33 And Eleazar the son
of Aaron died; and they buried him in a hill that pertained to
Phinehas his son, which was given him in mount Ephraim.

114. The pattern of the judges
Judges 2:1-23

The interpretative key to the whole book: they forsook the
Lord, he delivered them up, they cried, he raised a judge.

2 1 And an angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim,
and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought
you unto the land which I sware unto your fathers; and I said, I
will never break my covenant with you. 2 And ye shall make no
league with the inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw down
their altars: but ye have not obeyed my voice: why have ye done
this? 3 Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out from
before you; but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and their
gods shall be a snare unto you. 4 And it came to pass, when the
angel of the LORD spake these words unto all the children of
Israel, that the people lifted up their voice, and wept. 5 And they
called the name of that place Bochim: and they sacrificed there
unto the LORD.

6 ¶And when Joshua had let the people go, the children of
Israel went every man unto his inheritance to possess the land.
7 And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all
the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, who had seen all the
great works of the LORD, that he did for Israel. 8 And Joshua the
son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being an hundred
and ten years old. 9 And they buried him in the border of his
inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the mount of Ephraim, on the
north side of the hill Gaash. 10 And also all that generation were
gathered unto their fathers: and there arose another generation

after them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works which
he had done for Israel.

11 ¶And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD,
and served Baalim: 12 And they forsook the LORD God of their
fathers, which brought them out of the land of Egypt, and fol-
lowed other gods, of the gods of the people that were round
about them, and bowed themselves unto them, and provoked
the LORD to anger. 13 And they forsook the LORD, and served
Baal and Ashtaroth.

14 ¶And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and
he delivered them into the hands of spoilers that spoiled them,
and he sold them into the hands of their enemies round about,
so that they could not any longer stand before their enemies.
15 Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the LORD was
against them for evil, as the LORD had said, and as the LORD
had sworn unto them: and they were greatly distressed.

16 ¶Nevertheless the LORD raised up judges, which delivered
them out of the hand of those that spoiled them. 17 And yet they
would not hearken unto their judges, but they went a whoring
after other gods, and bowed themselves unto them: they turned
quickly out of the way which their fathers walked in, obeying
the commandments of the LORD; but they did not so. 18 And
when the LORD raised them up judges, then the LORD was with
the judge, and delivered them out of the hand of their enemies all
the days of the judge: for it repented the LORD because of their
groanings by reason of them that oppressed them and vexed
them. 19 And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they
returned, and corrupted themselves more than their fathers, in
following other gods to serve them, and to bow down unto them;
they ceased not from their own doings, nor from their stubborn
way.

20 ¶And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel; and
he said, Because that this people hath transgressed my covenant
which I commanded their fathers, and have not hearkened unto
my voice; 21 I also will not henceforth drive out any from before
them of the nations which Joshua left when he died: 22 That
through them I may prove Israel, whether they will keep the
way of the LORD to walk therein, as their fathers did keep it, or
not. 23 Therefore the LORD left those nations, without driving
them out hastily; neither delivered he them into the hand of
Joshua.

118. The call of Gedeon
Judges 6:1-40

6 1 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD:
and the LORD delivered them into the hand of Midian seven
years. 2 And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel: and
because of the Midianites the children of Israel made them the
dens which are in the mountains, and caves, and strong holds.
3 And so it was, when Israel had sown, that the Midianites came
up, and the Amalekites, and the children of the east, even they
came up against them; 4 And they encamped against them, and
destroyed the increase of the earth, till thou come unto Gaza, and
left no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass. 5 For
they came up with their cattle and their tents, and they came as
grasshoppers for multitude; for both they and their camels were
without number: and they entered into the land to destroy it.
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6 And Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites;
and the children of Israel cried unto the LORD.

7 ¶And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried unto
the LORD because of the Midianites, 8 That the LORD sent a
prophet unto the children of Israel, which said unto them, Thus
saith the LORD God of Israel, I brought you up from Egypt, and
brought you forth out of the house of bondage; 9 And I delivered
you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all
that oppressed you, and drave them out from before you, and
gave you their land; 10 And I said unto you, I am the LORD your
God; fear not the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell:
but ye have not obeyed my voice.

11 ¶And there came an angel of the LORD, and sat under an
oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abi-
ezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress,
to hide it from the Midianites. 12 And the angel of the LORD
appeared unto him, and said unto him, The LORD is with thee,
thou mighty man of valour. 13 And Gideon said unto him, Oh
my Lord, if the LORD be with us, why then is all this befallen
us? and where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of,
saying, Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt? but now
the LORD hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of
the Midianites. 14 And the LORD looked upon him, and said, Go
in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of
the Midianites: have not I sent thee? 15 And he said unto him,
Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my family
is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.
16 And the LORD said unto him, Surely I will be with thee, and
thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man. 17 And he said unto
him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, then shew me a sign
that thou talkest with me. 18 Depart not hence, I pray thee, until
I come unto thee, and bring forth my present, and set it before
thee. And he said, I will tarry until thou come again.

19 ¶And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and unleav-
ened cakes of an ephah of flour: the flesh he put in a basket, and
he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out unto him under the
oak, and presented it. 20 And the angel of God said unto him,
Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this
rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so.

21 ¶Then the angel of the LORD put forth the end of the staff
that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened
cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the
flesh and the unleavened cakes. Then the angel of the LORD
departed out of his sight. 22 And when Gideon perceived that he
was an angel of the LORD, Gideon said, Alas, O Lord GOD! for
because I have seen an angel of the LORD face to face. 23 And
the LORD said unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt
not die. 24 Then Gideon built an altar there unto the LORD, and
called it Jehovah-shalom: unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of the
Abi-ezrites.

25 ¶And it came to pass the same night, that the LORD said
unto him, Take thy father’s young bullock, even the second
bullock of seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal
that thy father hath, and cut down the grove that is by it: 26 And
build an altar unto the LORD thy God upon the top of this rock,
in the ordered place, and take the second bullock, and offer a
burnt sacrifice with the wood of the grove which thou shalt cut

down. 27 Then Gideon took ten men of his servants, and did as
the LORD had said unto him: and so it was, because he feared
his father’s household, and the men of the city, that he could
not do it by day, that he did it by night.

28 ¶And when the men of the city arose early in the morning,
behold, the altar of Baal was cast down, and the grove was cut
down that was by it, and the second bullock was offered upon
the altar that was built. 29 And they said one to another, Who
hath done this thing? And when they enquired and asked, they
said, Gideon the son of Joash hath done this thing. 30 Then the
men of the city said unto Joash, Bring out thy son, that he may
die: because he hath cast down the altar of Baal, and because he
hath cut down the grove that was by it. 31 And Joash said unto
all that stood against him, Will ye plead for Baal? will ye save
him? he that will plead for him, let him be put to death whilst it
is yet morning: if he be a god, let him plead for himself, because
one hath cast down his altar. 32 Therefore on that day he called
him Jerubbaal, saying, Let Baal plead against him, because he
hath thrown down his altar.

33 ¶Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the chil-
dren of the east were gathered together, and went over, and
pitched in the valley of Jezreel. 34 But the Spirit of the LORD
came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet; and Abi-ezer was
gathered after him. 35 And he sent messengers throughout all
Manasseh; who also was gathered after him: and he sent mes-
sengers unto Asher, and unto Zebulun, and unto Naphtali; and
they came up to meet them.

36 ¶And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt save Israel by
mine hand, as thou hast said, 37 Behold, I will put a fleece of
wool in the floor; and if the dew be on the fleece only, and it
be dry upon all the earth beside, then shall I know that thou
wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said. 38 And it was
so: for he rose up early on the morrow, and thrust the fleece
together, and wringed the dew out of the fleece, a bowl full of
water. 39 And Gideon said unto God, Let not thine anger be hot
against me, and I will speak but this once: let me prove, I pray
thee, but this once with the fleece; let it now be dry only upon
the fleece, and upon all the ground let there be dew. 40 And God
did so that night: for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there
was dew on all the ground.

119. Gedeon and the three hundred
Judges 7:1-25

7 1 Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people that were
with him, rose up early, and pitched beside the well of Harod:
so that the host of the Midianites were on the north side of
them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley. 2 And the LORD said
unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for
me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt
themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me.
3 Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the people, saying,
Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him return and depart early
from mount Gilead. And there returned of the people twenty
and two thousand; and there remained ten thousand. 4 And the
LORD said unto Gideon, The people are yet too many; bring
them down unto the water, and I will try them for thee there:
and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, This shall go with
thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I say unto
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thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go. 5 So
he brought down the people unto the water: and the LORD
said unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with his
tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise
every one that boweth down upon his knees to drink. 6 And the
number of them that lapped, putting their hand to their mouth,
were three hundred men: but all the rest of the people bowed
down upon their knees to drink water. 7 And the LORD said
unto Gideon, By the three hundred men that lapped will I save
you, and deliver the Midianites into thine hand: and let all the
other people go every man unto his place. 8 So the people took
victuals in their hand, and their trumpets: and he sent all the
rest of Israel every man unto his tent, and retained those three
hundred men: and the host of Midian was beneath him in the
valley.

9 ¶And it came to pass the same night, that the LORD said
unto him, Arise, get thee down unto the host; for I have delivered
it into thine hand. 10 But if thou fear to go down, go thou with
Phurah thy servant down to the host: 11 And thou shalt hear
what they say; and afterward shall thine hands be strengthened
to go down unto the host. Then went he down with Phurah his
servant unto the outside of the armed men that were in the host.
12 And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of
the east lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for multitude;
and their camels were without number, as the sand by the sea
side for multitude. 13 And when Gideon was come, behold, there
was a man that told a dream unto his fellow, and said, Behold, I
dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the
host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote it that it fell, and
overturned it, that the tent lay along. 14 And his fellow answered
and said, This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon the son
of Joash, a man of Israel: for into his hand hath God delivered
Midian, and all the host.

15 ¶And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream,
and the interpretation thereof, that he worshipped, and returned
into the host of Israel, and said, Arise; for the LORD hath deliv-
ered into your hand the host of Midian.

16 And he divided the three hundred men into three compa-
nies, and he put a trumpet in every man’s hand, with empty
pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers. 17 And he said unto
them, Look on me, and do likewise: and, behold, when I come
to the outside of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do.
18 When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, then
blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and say,
The sword of the LORD, and of Gideon.

19 ¶ So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him,
came unto the outside of the camp in the beginning of the middle
watch; and they had but newly set the watch: and they blew
the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in their hands.
20 And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the
pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, and the trumpets
in their right hands to blow withal: and they cried, The sword
of the LORD, and of Gideon. 21 And they stood every man in his
place round about the camp: and all the host ran, and cried, and
fled. 22 And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and the LORD
set every man’s sword against his fellow, even throughout all
the host: and the host fled to Beth-shittah in Zererath, and to the

border of Abel-meholah, unto Tabbath. 23 And the men of Israel
gathered themselves together out of Naphtali, and out of Asher,
and out of all Manasseh, and pursued after the Midianites.

24 ¶And Gideon sent messengers throughout all mount
Ephraim, saying, Come down against the Midianites, and take
before them the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. Then all
the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and took
the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. 25 And they took two
princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb; and they slew Oreb
upon the rock Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the winepress of
Zeeb, and pursued Midian, and brought the heads of Oreb and
Zeeb to Gideon on the other side Jordan.

125. Samson and Dalila
Judges 16:1-31

Judges 17-21, the appendix of Michas and the outrage at Gabaa,
is omitted.

16 1 Then went Samson to Gaza, and saw there an harlot, and
went in unto her. 2 And it was told the Gazites, saying, Samson
is come hither. And they compassed him in, and laid wait for
him all night in the gate of the city, and were quiet all the night,
saying, In the morning, when it is day, we shall kill him. 3 And
Samson lay till midnight, and arose at midnight, and took the
doors of the gate of the city, and the two posts, and went away
with them, bar and all, and put them upon his shoulders, and
carried them up to the top of an hill that is before Hebron.

4 ¶And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in
the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. 5 And the lords of
the Philistines came up unto her, and said unto her, Entice him,
and see wherein his great strength lieth, and by what means we
may prevail against him, that we may bind him to afflict him:
and we will give thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces of
silver.

6 ¶And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein
thy great strength lieth, and wherewith thou mightest be bound
to afflict thee. 7 And Samson said unto her, If they bind me with
seven green withs that were never dried, then shall I be weak, and
be as another man. 8 Then the lords of the Philistines brought
up to her seven green withs which had not been dried, and she
bound him with them. 9 Now there were men lying in wait,
abiding with her in the chamber. And she said unto him, The
Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he brake the withs, as a
thread of tow is broken when it toucheth the fire. So his strength
was not known. 10 And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, thou
hast mocked me, and told me lies: now tell me, I pray thee, where-
with thou mightest be bound. 11 And he said unto her, If they
bind me fast with new ropes that never were occupied, then
shall I be weak, and be as another man. 12 Delilah therefore took
new ropes, and bound him therewith, and said unto him, The
Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And there were liers in wait
abiding in the chamber. And he brake them from off his arms
like a thread. 13 And Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto thou
hast mocked me, and told me lies: tell me wherewith thou might-
est be bound. And he said unto her, If thou weavest the seven
locks of my head with the web. 14 And she fastened it with the
pin, and said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson.
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And he awaked out of his sleep, and went away with the pin of
the beam, and with the web.

15 ¶And she said unto him, How canst thou say, I love thee,
when thine heart is not with me? thou hast mocked me these
three times, and hast not told me wherein thy great strength
lieth. 16 And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with
her words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death;
17 That he told her all his heart, and said unto her, There hath not
come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite unto
God from my mother’s womb: if I be shaven, then my strength
will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other
man.

18 And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart,
she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, Come
up this once, for he hath shewed me all his heart. Then the lords
of the Philistines came up unto her, and brought money in their
hand. 19 And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called
for a man, and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of
his head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went
from him. 20 And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson.
And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other
times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the LORD
was departed from him.

21 ¶But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and
brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass;
and he did grind in the prison house. 22 Howbeit the hair of
his head began to grow again after he was shaven. 23 Then the
lords of the Philistines gathered them together for to offer a
great sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice: for they
said, Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into our hand.
24 And when the people saw him, they praised their god: for
they said, Our god hath delivered into our hands our enemy, and
the destroyer of our country, which slew many of us. 25 And
it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that they said,
Call for Samson, that he may make us sport. And they called
for Samson out of the prison house; and he made them sport:
and they set him between the pillars. 26 And Samson said unto
the lad that held him by the hand, Suffer me that I may feel
the pillars whereupon the house standeth, that I may lean upon
them. 27 Now the house was full of men and women; and all
the lords of the Philistines were there; and there were upon the
roof about three thousand men and women, that beheld while
Samson made sport. 28 And Samson called unto the LORD, and
said, O Lord GOD, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me,
I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at once avenged
of the Philistines for my two eyes. 29 And Samson took hold of
the two middle pillars upon which the house stood, and on which
it was borne up, of the one with his right hand, and of the other
with his left. 30 And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines.
And he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon
the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead
which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew
in his life. 31 Then his brethren and all the house of his father
came down, and took him, and brought him up, and buried him
between Zorah and Eshtaol in the buryingplace of Manoah his
father. And he judged Israel twenty years.

126. "Thy people shall be my people"
Ruth 1:1-22

1 1 Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled,
that there was a famine in the land. And a certain man of Beth-
lehem-judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and
his wife, and his two sons. 2 And the name of the man was
Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name of
his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Beth-lehem-
judah. And they came into the country of Moab, and continued
there. 3 And Elimelech Naomi’s husband died; and she was left,
and her two sons. 4 And they took them wives of the women of
Moab; the name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the other
Ruth: and they dwelled there about ten years. 5 And Mahlon and
Chilion died also both of them; and the woman was left of her
two sons and her husband.

6 ¶Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she might
return from the country of Moab: for she had heard in the coun-
try of Moab how that the LORD had visited his people in giving
them bread. 7 Wherefore she went forth out of the place where
she was, and her two daughters in law with her; and they went
on the way to return unto the land of Judah. 8 And Naomi said
unto her two daughters in law, Go, return each to her mother’s
house: the LORD deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the
dead, and with me. 9 The LORD grant you that ye may find rest,
each of you in the house of her husband. Then she kissed them;
and they lifted up their voice, and wept. 10 And they said unto
her, Surely we will return with thee unto thy people. 11 And
Naomi said, Turn again, my daughters: why will ye go with
me? are there yet any more sons in my womb, that they may
be your husbands? 12 Turn again, my daughters, go your way;
for I am too old to have an husband. If I should say, I have hope,
if I should have an husband also to night, and should also bear
sons; 13 Would ye tarry for them till they were grown? would ye
stay for them from having husbands? nay, my daughters; for it
grieveth me much for your sakes that the hand of the LORD is
gone out against me. 14 And they lifted up their voice, and wept
again: and Orpah kissed her mother in law; but Ruth clave unto
her. 15 And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto
her people, and unto her gods: return thou after thy sister in law.
16 And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from
following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where
thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and
thy God my God: 17 Where thou diest, will I die, and there will
I be buried: the LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but
death part thee and me. 18 When she saw that she was stedfastly
minded to go with her, then she left speaking unto her.

19 ¶ So they two went until they came to Beth-lehem. And it
came to pass, when they were come to Beth-lehem, that all the
city was moved about them, and they said, Is this Naomi? 20 And
she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the
Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. 21 I went out full, and
the LORD hath brought me home again empty: why then call
ye me Naomi, seeing the LORD hath testified against me, and
the Almighty hath afflicted me? 22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth
the Moabitess, her daughter in law, with her, which returned
out of the country of Moab: and they came to Beth-lehem in the
beginning of barley harvest.
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129. Booz redeems Ruth
Ruth 4:1-22

The book ends in a genealogy, and it is the one genealogy no
abridgement can cut: Phares, Booz, Obed, Isai, David.

4 1 Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down there:
and, behold, the kinsman of whom Boaz spake came by; unto
whom he said, Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit down here. And
he turned aside, and sat down. 2 And he took ten men of the
elders of the city, and said, Sit ye down here. And they sat down.
3 And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out
of the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which was our
brother Elimelech’s: 4 And I thought to advertise thee, saying,
Buy it before the inhabitants, and before the elders of my people.
If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it: but if thou wilt not redeem it,
then tell me, that I may know: for there is none to redeem it
beside thee; and I am after thee. And he said, I will redeem it.
5 Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of the hand of
Naomi, thou must buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of
the dead, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance.

6 ¶And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I
mar mine own inheritance: redeem thou my right to thyself; for
I cannot redeem it. 7 Now this was the manner in former time
in Israel concerning redeeming and concerning changing, for to
confirm all things; a man plucked off his shoe, and gave it to his
neighbour: and this was a testimony in Israel. 8 Therefore the
kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for thee. So he drew off his shoe.

9 ¶And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people,
Ye are witnesses this day, that I have bought all that was Elim-
elech’s, and all that was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, of the hand
of Naomi. 10 Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon,
have I purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the
dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut
off from among his brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye
are witnesses this day. 11 And all the people that were in the
gate, and the elders, said, We are witnesses. The LORD make the
woman that is come into thine house like Rachel and like Leah,
which two did build the house of Israel: and do thou worthily
in Ephratah, and be famous in Beth-lehem: 12 And let thy house
be like the house of Pharez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of
the seed which the LORD shall give thee of this young woman.

13 ¶ So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he
went in unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bare a
son. 14 And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the LORD,
which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that his
name may be famous in Israel. 15 And he shall be unto thee a
restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: for thy
daughter in law, which loveth thee, which is better to thee than
seven sons, hath born him. 16 And Naomi took the child, and laid
it in her bosom, and became nurse unto it. 17 And the women
her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to
Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he is the father of Jesse,
the father of David.

18 ¶Now these are the generations of Pharez: Pharez begat
Hezron, 19 And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amminadab,
20 And Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon,
21 And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed, 22 And Obed
begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David.

The United Monarchy
1 and 2 Samuel entire. The Douay-Rheims prints these as

the First and Second Books of Kings; this plan uses the modern
names, so that Douay 3 and 4 Kings appear in the next period as
1 and 2 Kings. 1 and 2 Paralipomenon (Chronicles) are passed
over as a second telling of the same reigns.

131. Anna, and the birth of Samuel
1 Samuel 1:1-28

Douay-Rheims title: the First Book of Samuel, otherwise called
the First Book of Kings.
1 1 Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim-zophim, of
mount Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah, the son of Jero-
ham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an
Ephrathite: 2 And he had two wives; the name of the one was
Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah: and Peninnah
had children, but Hannah had no children. 3 And this man went
up out of his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice unto the
LORD of hosts in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and
Phinehas, the priests of the LORD, were there.

4 ¶And when the time was that Elkanah offered, he gave
to Peninnah his wife, and to all her sons and her daughters,
portions: 5 But unto Hannah he gave a worthy portion; for he
loved Hannah: but the LORD had shut up her womb. 6 And her
adversary also provoked her sore, for to make her fret, because
the LORD had shut up her womb. 7 And as he did so year by year,
when she went up to the house of the LORD, so she provoked
her; therefore she wept, and did not eat. 8 Then said Elkanah
her husband to her, Hannah, why weepest thou? and why eatest
thou not? and why is thy heart grieved? am not I better to thee
than ten sons?

9 ¶ So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and
after they had drunk. Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a
post of the temple of the LORD. 10 And she was in bitterness
of soul, and prayed unto the LORD, and wept sore. 11 And she
vowed a vow, and said, O LORD of hosts, if thou wilt indeed
look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and
not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a
man child, then I will give him unto the LORD all the days of
his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head. 12 And it
came to pass, as she continued praying before the LORD, that
Eli marked her mouth. 13 Now Hannah, she spake in her heart;
only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard: therefore Eli
thought she had been drunken. 14 And Eli said unto her, How
long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from thee. 15 And
Hannah answered and said, No, my lord, I am a woman of a
sorrowful spirit: I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but
have poured out my soul before the LORD. 16 Count not thine
handmaid for a daughter of Belial: for out of the abundance
of my complaint and grief have I spoken hitherto. 17 Then Eli
answered and said, Go in peace: and the God of Israel grant thee
thy petition that thou hast asked of him. 18 And she said, Let
thine handmaid find grace in thy sight. So the woman went her
way, and did eat, and her countenance was no more sad.

19 ¶And they rose up in the morning early, and worshipped be-
fore the LORD, and returned, and came to their house to Ramah:
and Elkanah knew Hannah his wife; and the LORD remembered
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her. 20 Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was come about
after Hannah had conceived, that she bare a son, and called his
name Samuel, saying, Because I have asked him of the LORD.
21 And the man Elkanah, and all his house, went up to offer unto
the LORD the yearly sacrifice, and his vow. 22 But Hannah went
not up; for she said unto her husband, I will not go up until the
child be weaned, and then I will bring him, that he may appear
before the LORD, and there abide for ever. 23 And Elkanah her
husband said unto her, Do what seemeth thee good; tarry until
thou have weaned him; only the LORD establish his word. So
the woman abode, and gave her son suck until she weaned him.

24 ¶And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her,
with three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and a bottle of wine,
and brought him unto the house of the LORD in Shiloh: and
the child was young. 25 And they slew a bullock, and brought
the child to Eli. 26 And she said, Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth,
my lord, I am the woman that stood by thee here, praying unto
the LORD. 27 For this child I prayed; and the LORD hath given
me my petition which I asked of him: 28 Therefore also I have
lent him to the LORD; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the
LORD. And he worshipped the LORD there.

133. The call of Samuel
1 Samuel 3:1-21

3 1 And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli.
And the word of the LORD was precious in those days; there
was no open vision. 2 And it came to pass at that time, when
Eli was laid down in his place, and his eyes began to wax dim,
that he could not see; 3 And ere the lamp of God went out in
the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was, and Samuel
was laid down to sleep; 4 That the LORD called Samuel: and
he answered, Here am I. 5 And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here
am I; for thou calledst me. And he said, I called not; lie down
again. And he went and lay down. 6 And the LORD called yet
again, Samuel. And Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, Here
am I; for thou didst call me. And he answered, I called not, my
son; lie down again. 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD,
neither was the word of the LORD yet revealed unto him. 8 And
the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and
went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And Eli
perceived that the LORD had called the child. 9 Therefore Eli
said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee,
that thou shalt say, Speak, LORD; for thy servant heareth. So
Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 And the LORD came,
and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then
Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth.

11 ¶And the LORD said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in
Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it shall
tingle. 12 In that day I will perform against Eli all things which
I have spoken concerning his house: when I begin, I will also
make an end. 13 For I have told him that I will judge his house for
ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made
themselves vile, and he restrained them not. 14 And therefore I
have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli’s house
shall not be purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever.

15 ¶And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the doors
of the house of the LORD. And Samuel feared to shew Eli the
vision. 16 Then Eli called Samuel, and said, Samuel, my son. And

he answered, Here am I. 17 And he said, What is the thing that
the Lord hath said unto thee? I pray thee hide it not from me:
God do so to thee, and more also, if thou hide any thing from
me of all the things that he said unto thee. 18 And Samuel told
him every whit, and hid nothing from him. And he said, It is the
LORD: let him do what seemeth him good.

19 ¶And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him, and did
let none of his words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from
Dan even to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was established to
be a prophet of the LORD. 21 And the LORD appeared again in
Shiloh: for the LORD revealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh by
the word of the LORD.

137. "Give us a king"
1 Samuel 8:1-22

The kingdom is granted as a concession; every later reading
in this period is coloured by that.

8 1 And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made
his sons judges over Israel. 2 Now the name of his firstborn was
Joel; and the name of his second, Abiah: they were judges in
Beer-sheba. 3 And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned
aside after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted judgment.

4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together,
and came to Samuel unto Ramah, 5 And said unto him, Behold,
thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a
king to judge us like all the nations.

6 ¶But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a
king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the LORD. 7 And the
LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people
in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee,
but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them.
8 According to all the works which they have done since the
day that I brought them up out of Egypt even unto this day,
wherewith they have forsaken me, and served other gods, so do
they also unto thee. 9 Now therefore hearken unto their voice:
howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and shew them the
manner of the king that shall reign over them.

10 ¶And Samuel told all the words of the LORD unto the
people that asked of him a king. 11 And he said, This will be the
manner of the king that shall reign over you: He will take your
sons, and appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and to be his
horsemen; and some shall run before his chariots. 12 And he will
appoint him captains over thousands, and captains over fifties;
and will set them to ear his ground, and to reap his harvest, and
to make his instruments of war, and instruments of his chariots.
13 And he will take your daughters to be confectionaries, and
to be cooks, and to be bakers. 14 And he will take your fields,
and your vineyards, and your oliveyards, even the best of them,
and give them to his servants. 15 And he will take the tenth of
your seed, and of your vineyards, and give to his officers, and
to his servants. 16 And he will take your menservants, and your
maidservants, and your goodliest young men, and your asses,
and put them to his work. 17 He will take the tenth of your sheep:
and ye shall be his servants. 18 And ye shall cry out in that day
because of your king which ye shall have chosen you; and the
LORD will not hear you in that day.
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19 ¶Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of

Samuel; and they said, Nay; but we will have a king over us;
20 That we also may be like all the nations; and that our king
may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our battles. 21 And
Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he rehearsed them
in the ears of the LORD. 22 And the LORD said to Samuel, Hear-
ken unto their voice, and make them a king. And Samuel said
unto the men of Israel, Go ye every man unto his city.

142. Saul rejected
1 Samuel 15:1-35

"Obedience is better than sacrifices" (15:22).

15 1 Samuel also said unto Saul, The LORD sent me to anoint
thee to be king over his people, over Israel: now therefore hear-
ken thou unto the voice of the words of the LORD. 2 Thus saith
the LORD of hosts, I remember that which Amalek did to Israel,
how he laid wait for him in the way, when he came up from
Egypt. 3 Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that
they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman,
infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass. 4 And Saul
gathered the people together, and numbered them in Telaim,
two hundred thousand footmen, and ten thousand men of Judah.
5 And Saul came to a city of Amalek, and laid wait in the valley.

6 ¶And Saul said unto the Kenites, Go, depart, get you down
from among the Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them: for
ye shewed kindness to all the children of Israel, when they
came up out of Egypt. So the Kenites departed from among
the Amalekites. 7 And Saul smote the Amalekites from Havilah
until thou comest to Shur, that is over against Egypt. 8 And he
took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed
all the people with the edge of the sword. 9 But Saul and the
people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen,
and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good, and
would not utterly destroy them: but every thing that was vile
and refuse, that they destroyed utterly.

10 ¶Then came the word of the LORD unto Samuel, saying,
11 It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king: for he is
turned back from following me, and hath not performed my
commandments. And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the
LORD all night. 12 And when Samuel rose early to meet Saul in
the morning, it was told Samuel, saying, Saul came to Carmel,
and, behold, he set him up a place, and is gone about, and passed
on, and gone down to Gilgal. 13 And Samuel came to Saul: and
Saul said unto him, Blessed be thou of the LORD: I have per-
formed the commandment of the LORD. 14 And Samuel said,
What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and
the lowing of the oxen which I hear? 15 And Saul said, They have
brought them from the Amalekites: for the people spared the
best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the LORD
thy God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed. 16 Then Samuel
said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee what the LORD hath said
to me this night. And he said unto him, Say on. 17 And Samuel
said, When thou wast little in thine own sight, wast thou not
made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the LORD anointed
thee king over Israel? 18 And the LORD sent thee on a journey,
and said, Go and utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and
fight against them until they be consumed. 19 Wherefore then

didst thou not obey the voice of the LORD, but didst fly upon the
spoil, and didst evil in the sight of the LORD? 20 And Saul said
unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and have
gone the way which the LORD sent me, and have brought Agag
the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.
21 But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of
the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice
unto the LORD thy God in Gilgal. 22 And Samuel said, Hath the
LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in
obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion
is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and
idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he
hath also rejected thee from being king.

24 ¶And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have trans-
gressed the commandment of the LORD, and thy words: because
I feared the people, and obeyed their voice. 25 Now therefore, I
pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn again with me, that I may
worship the LORD. 26 And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not re-
turn with thee: for thou hast rejected the word of the LORD,
and the LORD hath rejected thee from being king over Israel.
27 And as Samuel turned about to go away, he laid hold upon
the skirt of his mantle, and it rent. 28 And Samuel said unto him,
The LORD hath rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this day,
and hath given it to a neighbour of thine, that is better than thou.
29 And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent: for he is
not a man, that he should repent. 30 Then he said, I have sinned:
yet honour me now, I pray thee, before the elders of my people,
and before Israel, and turn again with me, that I may worship
the LORD thy God. 31 So Samuel turned again after Saul; and
Saul worshipped the LORD.

32 ¶Then said Samuel, Bring ye hither to me Agag the king of
the Amalekites. And Agag came unto him delicately. And Agag
said, Surely the bitterness of death is past. 33 And Samuel said,
As thy sword hath made women childless, so shall thy mother
be childless among women. And Samuel hewed Agag in pieces
before the LORD in Gilgal.

34 ¶Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his
house to Gibeah of Saul. 35 And Samuel came no more to see
Saul until the day of his death: nevertheless Samuel mourned
for Saul: and the LORD repented that he had made Saul king
over Israel.

143. David anointed
1 Samuel 16:1-23

16 1 And the LORD said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou
mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over
Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse
the Beth-lehemite: for I have provided me a king among his sons.
2 And Samuel said, How can I go? if Saul hear it, he will kill me.
And the LORD said, Take an heifer with thee, and say, I am come
to sacrifice to the LORD. 3 And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I
will shew thee what thou shalt do: and thou shalt anoint unto
me him whom I name unto thee. 4 And Samuel did that which
the LORD spake, and came to Beth-lehem. And the elders of the
town trembled at his coming, and said, Comest thou peaceably?
5 And he said, Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice unto the LORD:
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sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice. And he
sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice.

6 ¶And it came to pass, when they were come, that he looked
on Eliab, and said, Surely the LORD’s anointed is before him.
7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance,
or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for
the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. 8 Then Jesse
called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said,
Neither hath the LORD chosen this. 9 Then Jesse made Shammah
to pass by. And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen this.
10 Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel.
And Samuel said unto Jesse, The LORD hath not chosen these.
11 And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he
said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth
the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for
we will not sit down till he come hither. 12 And he sent, and
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful
countenance, and goodly to look to. And the LORD said, Arise,
anoint him: for this is he. 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil,
and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of
the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel
rose up, and went to Ramah.

14 ¶But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil
spirit from the LORD troubled him. 15 And Saul’s servants said
unto him, Behold now, an evil spirit from God troubleth thee.
16 Let our lord now command thy servants, which are before
thee, to seek out a man, who is a cunning player on an harp: and
it shall come to pass, when the evil spirit from God is upon thee,
that he shall play with his hand, and thou shalt be well. 17 And
Saul said unto his servants, Provide me now a man that can play
well, and bring him to me. 18 Then answered one of the servants,
and said, Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Beth-lehemite,
that is cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man
of war, and prudent in matters, and a comely person, and the
LORD is with him.

19 ¶Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and said, Send
me David thy son, which is with the sheep. 20 And Jesse took an
ass laden with bread, and a bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent
them by David his son unto Saul. 21 And David came to Saul,
and stood before him: and he loved him greatly; and he became
his armourbearer. 22 And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let David, I
pray thee, stand before me; for he hath found favour in my sight.
23 And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was upon
Saul, that David took an harp, and played with his hand: so Saul
was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed from
him.

144. David and Goliath
1 Samuel 17:1-58

17 1 Now the Philistines gathered together their armies to bat-
tle, and were gathered together at Shochoh, which belongeth
to Judah, and pitched between Shochoh and Azekah, in Ephes-
dammim. 2 And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered to-
gether, and pitched by the valley of Elah, and set the battle in
array against the Philistines. 3 And the Philistines stood on a
mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on a mountain on
the other side: and there was a valley between them.

4 ¶And there went out a champion out of the camp of the
Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits
and a span. 5 And he had an helmet of brass upon his head, and
he was armed with a coat of mail; and the weight of the coat was
five thousand shekels of brass. 6 And he had greaves of brass
upon his legs, and a target of brass between his shoulders. 7 And
the staff of his spear was like a weaver’s beam; and his spear’s
head weighed six hundred shekels of iron: and one bearing a
shield went before him. 8 And he stood and cried unto the armies
of Israel, and said unto them, Why are ye come out to set your
battle in array? am not I a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul?
choose you a man for you, and let him come down to me. 9 If
he be able to fight with me, and to kill me, then will we be your
servants: but if I prevail against him, and kill him, then shall ye
be our servants, and serve us. 10 And the Philistine said, I defy
the armies of Israel this day; give me a man, that we may fight
together. 11 When Saul and all Israel heard those words of the
Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid.

12 ¶Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Beth-lehem-
judah, whose name was Jesse; and he had eight sons: and the
man went among men for an old man in the days of Saul. 13 And
the three eldest sons of Jesse went and followed Saul to the
battle: and the names of his three sons that went to the battle
were Eliab the firstborn, and next unto him Abinadab, and the
third Shammah. 14 And David was the youngest: and the three
eldest followed Saul. 15 But David went and returned from Saul
to feed his father’s sheep at Beth-lehem. 16 And the Philistine
drew near morning and evening, and presented himself forty
days. 17 And Jesse said unto David his son, Take now for thy
brethren an ephah of this parched corn, and these ten loaves,
and run to the camp to thy brethren; 18 And carry these ten
cheeses unto the captain of their thousand, and look how thy
brethren fare, and take their pledge. 19 Now Saul, and they, and
all the men of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, fighting with
the Philistines.

20 ¶And David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep
with a keeper, and took, and went, as Jesse had commanded him;
and he came to the trench, as the host was going forth to the
fight, and shouted for the battle. 21 For Israel and the Philistines
had put the battle in array, army against army. 22 And David
left his carriage in the hand of the keeper of the carriage, and
ran into the army, and came and saluted his brethren. 23 And
as he talked with them, behold, there came up the champion,
the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the armies of the
Philistines, and spake according to the same words: and David
heard them. 24 And all the men of Israel, when they saw the man,
fled from him, and were sore afraid. 25 And the men of Israel said,
Have ye seen this man that is come up? surely to defy Israel
is he come up: and it shall be, that the man who killeth him,
the king will enrich him with great riches, and will give him
his daughter, and make his father’s house free in Israel. 26 And
David spake to the men that stood by him, saying, What shall be
done to the man that killeth this Philistine, and taketh away the
reproach from Israel? for who is this uncircumcised Philistine,
that he should defy the armies of the living God? 27 And the
people answered him after this manner, saying, So shall it be
done to the man that killeth him.
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28 ¶And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spake unto

the men; and Eliab’s anger was kindled against David, and he
said, Why camest thou down hither? and with whom hast thou
left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know thy pride, and the
naughtiness of thine heart; for thou art come down that thou
mightest see the battle. 29 And David said, What have I now
done? Is there not a cause?

30 ¶And he turned from him toward another, and spake after
the same manner: and the people answered him again after the
former manner. 31 And when the words were heard which David
spake, they rehearsed them before Saul: and he sent for him.

32 ¶And David said to Saul, Let no man’s heart fail because
of him; thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine. 33 And
Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against this Philistine
to fight with him: for thou art but a youth, and he a man of
war from his youth. 34 And David said unto Saul, Thy servant
kept his father’s sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and
took a lamb out of the flock: 35 And I went out after him, and
smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose
against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew
him. 36 Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this
uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath
defied the armies of the living God. 37 David said moreover, The
LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of
the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this
Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the LORD be with
thee.

38 ¶And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an
helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat
of mail. 39 And David girded his sword upon his armour, and
he assayed to go; for he had not proved it. And David said unto
Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them. And
David put them off him.

40 And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth
stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd’s bag which
he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand: and he
drew near to the Philistine. 41 And the Philistine came on and
drew near unto David; and the man that bare the shield went
before him. 42 And when the Philistine looked about, and saw
David, he disdained him: for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and
of a fair countenance. 43 And the Philistine said unto David, Am
I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves? And the Philistine
cursed David by his gods. 44 And the Philistine said to David,
Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air,
and to the beasts of the field. 45 Then said David to the Philistine,
Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with
a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts,
the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. 46 This
day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite
thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give the carcases
of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air,
and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know
that there is a God in Israel. 47 And all this assembly shall know
that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle
is the LORD’s, and he will give you into our hands.

48 And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came
and drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and ran toward

the army to meet the Philistine. 49 And David put his hand in
his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the
Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead;
and he fell upon his face to the earth. 50 So David prevailed
over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the
Philistine, and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of
David. 51 Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and
took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew
him, and cut off his head therewith. And when the Philistines
saw their champion was dead, they fled. 52 And the men of Israel
and of Judah arose, and shouted, and pursued the Philistines,
until thou come to the valley, and to the gates of Ekron. And the
wounded of the Philistines fell down by the way to Shaaraim,
even unto Gath, and unto Ekron. 53 And the children of Israel
returned from chasing after the Philistines, and they spoiled
their tents. 54 And David took the head of the Philistine, and
brought it to Jerusalem; but he put his armour in his tent.

55 ¶And when Saul saw David go forth against the Philistine,
he said unto Abner, the captain of the host, Abner, whose son is
this youth? And Abner said, As thy soul liveth, O king, I cannot
tell. 56 And the king said, Enquire thou whose son the stripling
is. 57 And as David returned from the slaughter of the Philistine,
Abner took him, and brought him before Saul with the head of
the Philistine in his hand. 58 And Saul said to him, Whose son
art thou, thou young man? And David answered, I am the son
of thy servant Jesse the Beth-lehemite.

153. The death of Saul on Gelboe
1 Samuel 31:1-13

31 1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel: and the men
of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell down slain in
mount Gilboa. 2 And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul and
upon his sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab,
and Malchi-shua, Saul’s sons. 3 And the battle went sore against
Saul, and the archers hit him; and he was sore wounded of the
archers. 4 Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, Draw thy sword,
and thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircumcised come
and thrust me through, and abuse me. But his armourbearer
would not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword,
and fell upon it. 5 And when his armourbearer saw that Saul
was dead, he fell likewise upon his sword, and died with him.
6 So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armourbearer, and all
his men, that same day together.

7 ¶And when the men of Israel that were on the other side of
the valley, and they that were on the other side Jordan, saw that
the men of Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons were dead, they
forsook the cities, and fled; and the Philistines came and dwelt in
them. 8 And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philistines
came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and his three sons
fallen in mount Gilboa. 9 And they cut off his head, and stripped
off his armour, and sent into the land of the Philistines round
about, to publish it in the house of their idols, and among the
people. 10 And they put his armour in the house of Ashtaroth:
and they fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan.

11 ¶And when the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard of that
which the Philistines had done to Saul; 12 All the valiant men
arose, and went all night, and took the body of Saul and the bodies
of his sons from the wall of Beth-shan, and came to Jabesh, and



156. King over all Israel; Jerusalem taken 41

burnt them there. 13 And they took their bones, and buried them
under a tree at Jabesh, and fasted seven days.

156. King over all Israel; Jerusalem taken
2 Samuel 5:1-25

5 1 Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unto Hebron, and
spake, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. 2 Also in
time past, when Saul was king over us, thou wast he that leddest
out and broughtest in Israel: and the LORD said to thee, Thou
shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be a captain over
Israel. 3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron;
and king David made a league with them in Hebron before the
LORD: and they anointed David king over Israel.

4 ¶David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and
he reigned forty years. 5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven
years and six months: and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty and
three years over all Israel and Judah.

6 ¶And the king and his men went to Jerusalem unto the
Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land: which spake unto David,
saying, Except thou take away the blind and the lame, thou
shalt not come in hither: thinking, David cannot come in hither.
7 Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: the same
is the city of David. 8 And David said on that day, Whosoever
getteth up to the gutter, and smiteth the Jebusites, and the lame
and the blind, that are hated of David’s soul, he shall be chief
and captain. Wherefore they said, The blind and the lame shall
not come into the house. 9 So David dwelt in the fort, and called
it the city of David. And David built round about from Millo and
inward. 10 And David went on, and grew great, and the LORD
God of hosts was with him.

11 ¶And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and
cedar trees, and carpenters, and masons: and they built David an
house. 12 And David perceived that the LORD had established
him king over Israel, and that he had exalted his kingdom for
his people Israel’s sake.

13 ¶And David took him more concubines and wives out of
Jerusalem, after he was come from Hebron: and there were yet
sons and daughters born to David. 14 And these be the names
of those that were born unto him in Jerusalem; Shammua, and
Shobab, and Nathan, and Solomon, 15 Ibhar also, and Elishua, and
Nepheg, and Japhia, 16 And Elishama, and Eliada, and Eliphalet.

17 ¶But when the Philistines heard that they had anointed
David king over Israel, all the Philistines came up to seek
David; and David heard of it, and went down to the hold. 18 The
Philistines also came and spread themselves in the valley of
Rephaim. 19 And David enquired of the LORD, saying, Shall
I go up to the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them into mine
hand? And the LORD said unto David, Go up: for I will doubt-
less deliver the Philistines into thine hand. 20 And David came
to Baal-perazim, and David smote them there, and said, The
LORD hath broken forth upon mine enemies before me, as the
breach of waters. Therefore he called the name of that place
Baal-perazim. 21 And there they left their images, and David and
his men burned them.

22 ¶And the Philistines came up yet again, and spread them-
selves in the valley of Rephaim. 23 And when David enquired of
the LORD, he said, Thou shalt not go up; but fetch a compass
behind them, and come upon them over against the mulberry

trees. 24 And let it be, when thou hearest the sound of a going
in the tops of the mulberry trees, that then thou shalt bestir
thyself: for then shall the LORD go out before thee, to smite
the host of the Philistines. 25 And David did so, as the LORD
had commanded him; and smote the Philistines from Geba until
thou come to Gazer.

158. "Thy house shall be faithful for ever"
2 Samuel 7:1-29

The Davidic covenant. The angel’s words at the Annunciation,
read later in this plan, are its direct answer.

7 1 And it came to pass, when the king sat in his house, and
the LORD had given him rest round about from all his enemies;
2 That the king said unto Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell
in an house of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains.
3 And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thine heart;
for the LORD is with thee.

4 ¶And it came to pass that night, that the word of the LORD
came unto Nathan, saying, 5 Go and tell my servant David, Thus
saith the LORD, Shalt thou build me an house for me to dwell
in? 6 Whereas I have not dwelt in any house since the time that
I brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day,
but have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle. 7 In all the places
wherein I have walked with all the children of Israel spake I a
word with any of the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to
feed my people Israel, saying, Why build ye not me an house of
cedar? 8 Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my servant David,
Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote,
from following the sheep, to be ruler over my people, over Israel:
9 And I was with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and have cut
off all thine enemies out of thy sight, and have made thee a great
name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth.
10 Moreover I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will
plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, and
move no more; neither shall the children of wickedness afflict
them any more, as beforetime, 11 And as since the time that I
commanded judges to be over my people Israel, and have caused
thee to rest from all thine enemies. Also the LORD telleth thee
that he will make thee an house.

12 ¶And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with
thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed
out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall
build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his
kingdom for ever. 14 I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If
he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and
with the stripes of the children of men: 15 But my mercy shall
not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put
away before thee. 16 And thine house and thy kingdom shall be
established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established
for ever. 17 According to all these words, and according to all
this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David.

18 ¶Then went king David in, and sat before the LORD, and he
said, Who am I, O Lord GOD? and what is my house, that thou
hast brought me hitherto? 19 And this was yet a small thing in
thy sight, O Lord GOD; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s
house for a great while to come. And is this the manner of man,
O Lord GOD? 20 And what can David say more unto thee? for
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thou, Lord GOD, knowest thy servant. 21 For thy word’s sake,
and according to thine own heart, hast thou done all these great
things, to make thy servant know them. 22 Wherefore thou art
great, O LORD God: for there is none like thee, neither is there
any God beside thee, according to all that we have heard with our
ears. 23 And what one nation in the earth is like thy people, even
like Israel, whom God went to redeem for a people to himself,
and to make him a name, and to do for you great things and
terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which thou redeemedst
to thee from Egypt, from the nations and their gods? 24 For thou
hast confirmed to thyself thy people Israel to be a people unto
thee for ever: and thou, LORD, art become their God. 25 And
now, O LORD God, the word that thou hast spoken concerning
thy servant, and concerning his house, establish it for ever, and
do as thou hast said. 26 And let thy name be magnified for ever,
saying, The LORD of hosts is the God over Israel: and let the
house of thy servant David be established before thee. 27 For
thou, O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, hast revealed to thy servant,
saying, I will build thee an house: therefore hath thy servant
found in his heart to pray this prayer unto thee. 28 And now, O
Lord GOD, thou art that God, and thy words be true, and thou
hast promised this goodness unto thy servant: 29 Therefore now
let it please thee to bless the house of thy servant, that it may
continue for ever before thee: for thou, O Lord GOD, hast spoken
it: and with thy blessing let the house of thy servant be blessed
for ever.

160. David and Bethsabee
2 Samuel 11:1-27

11 1 And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the
time when kings go forth to battle, that David sent Joab, and
his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the
children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still
at Jerusalem.

2 ¶And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose
from off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king’s house:
and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the
woman was very beautiful to look upon. 3 And David sent and
enquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bath-sheba,
the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite? 4 And David
sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and
he lay with her; for she was purified from her uncleanness: and
she returned unto her house. 5 And the woman conceived, and
sent and told David, and said, I am with child.

6 ¶And David sent to Joab, saying, Send me Uriah the Hittite.
And Joab sent Uriah to David. 7 And when Uriah was come unto
him, David demanded of him how Joab did, and how the people
did, and how the war prospered. 8 And David said to Uriah, Go
down to thy house, and wash thy feet. And Uriah departed out
of the king’s house, and there followed him a mess of meat from
the king. 9 But Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house with
all the servants of his lord, and went not down to his house.
10 And when they had told David, saying, Uriah went not down
unto his house, David said unto Uriah, Camest thou not from thy
journey? why then didst thou not go down unto thine house?
11 And Uriah said unto David, The ark, and Israel, and Judah,
abide in tents; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord,
are encamped in the open fields; shall I then go into mine house,

to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? as thou livest, and
as thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing. 12 And David said
to Uriah, Tarry here to day also, and to morrow I will let thee
depart. So Uriah abode in Jerusalem that day, and the morrow.
13 And when David had called him, he did eat and drink before
him; and he made him drunk: and at even he went out to lie on
his bed with the servants of his lord, but went not down to his
house.

14 ¶And it came to pass in the morning, that David wrote a
letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15 And he wrote
in the letter, saying, Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest
battle, and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten, and die.
16 And it came to pass, when Joab observed the city, that he
assigned Uriah unto a place where he knew that valiant men
were. 17 And the men of the city went out, and fought with Joab:
and there fell some of the people of the servants of David; and
Uriah the Hittite died also.

18 ¶Then Joab sent and told David all the things concerning
the war; 19 And charged the messenger, saying, When thou hast
made an end of telling the matters of the war unto the king,
20 And if so be that the king’s wrath arise, and he say unto thee,
Wherefore approached ye so nigh unto the city when ye did
fight? knew ye not that they would shoot from the wall? 21 Who
smote Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman cast
a piece of a millstone upon him from the wall, that he died in
Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? then say thou, Thy servant
Uriah the Hittite is dead also.

22 ¶ So the messenger went, and came and shewed David all
that Joab had sent him for. 23 And the messenger said unto David,
Surely the men prevailed against us, and came out unto us into
the field, and we were upon them even unto the entering of
the gate. 24 And the shooters shot from off the wall upon thy
servants; and some of the king’s servants be dead, and thy ser-
vant Uriah the Hittite is dead also. 25 Then David said unto the
messenger, Thus shalt thou say unto Joab, Let not this thing
displease thee, for the sword devoureth one as well as another:
make thy battle more strong against the city, and overthrow it:
and encourage thou him.

26 ¶And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her hus-
band was dead, she mourned for her husband. 27 And when the
mourning was past, David sent and fetched her to his house,
and she became his wife, and bare him a son. But the thing that
David had done displeased the LORD.

161. Nathan’s parable
2 Samuel 12:1-31

12 1 And the LORD sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto
him, and said unto him, There were two men in one city; the one
rich, and the other poor. 2 The rich man had exceeding many
flocks and herds: 3 But the poor man had nothing, save one little
ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew
up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his
own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and
was unto him as a daughter. 4 And there came a traveller unto
the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his
own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto
him; but took the poor man’s lamb, and dressed it for the man
that was come to him. 5 And David’s anger was greatly kindled
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against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the
man that hath done this thing shall surely die: 6 And he shall
restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because
he had no pity.

7 ¶And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith
the LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and
I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; 8 And I gave thee thy
master’s house, and thy master’s wives into thy bosom, and gave
thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too
little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such
things. 9 Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of
the LORD, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the
Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife,
and hast slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon.
10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house;
because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah
the Hittite to be thy wife. 11 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will
raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take
thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour,
and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For
thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and
before the sun. 13 And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned
against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also
hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. 14 Howbeit, because
by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of
the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee
shall surely die.

15 ¶And Nathan departed unto his house. And the LORD
struck the child that Uriah’s wife bare unto David, and it was
very sick. 16 David therefore besought God for the child; and
David fasted, and went in, and lay all night upon the earth. 17 And
the elders of his house arose, and went to him, to raise him up
from the earth: but he would not, neither did he eat bread with
them. 18 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that the child
died. And the servants of David feared to tell him that the child
was dead: for they said, Behold, while the child was yet alive,
we spake unto him, and he would not hearken unto our voice:
how will he then vex himself, if we tell him that the child is
dead? 19 But when David saw that his servants whispered, David
perceived that the child was dead: therefore David said unto his
servants, Is the child dead? And they said, He is dead. 20 Then
David arose from the earth, and washed, and anointed himself,
and changed his apparel, and came into the house of the LORD,
and worshipped: then he came to his own house; and when he
required, they set bread before him, and he did eat. 21 Then said
his servants unto him, What thing is this that thou hast done?
thou didst fast and weep for the child, while it was alive; but
when the child was dead, thou didst rise and eat bread. 22 And
he said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I
said, Who can tell whether GOD will be gracious to me, that the
child may live? 23 But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast?
can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not
return to me.

24 ¶And David comforted Bath-sheba his wife, and went in
unto her, and lay with her: and she bare a son, and he called his
name Solomon: and the LORD loved him. 25 And he sent by the

hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah,
because of the LORD.

26 ¶And Joab fought against Rabbah of the children of Am-
mon, and took the royal city. 27 And Joab sent messengers to
David, and said, I have fought against Rabbah, and have taken
the city of waters. 28 Now therefore gather the rest of the people
together, and encamp against the city, and take it: lest I take the
city, and it be called after my name. 29 And David gathered all
the people together, and went to Rabbah, and fought against
it, and took it. 30 And he took their king’s crown from off his
head, the weight whereof was a talent of gold with the precious
stones: and it was set on David’s head. And he brought forth the
spoil of the city in great abundance. 31 And he brought forth the
people that were therein, and put them under saws, and under
harrows of iron, and under axes of iron, and made them pass
through the brickkiln: and thus did he unto all the cities of the
children of Ammon. So David and all the people returned unto
Jerusalem.

164. The revolt of Absalom
2 Samuel 15:1-37

15 1 And it came to pass after this, that Absalom prepared him
chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him. 2 And
Absalom rose up early, and stood beside the way of the gate:
and it was so, that when any man that had a controversy came
to the king for judgment, then Absalom called unto him, and
said, Of what city art thou? And he said, Thy servant is of one
of the tribes of Israel. 3 And Absalom said unto him, See, thy
matters are good and right; but there is no man deputed of the
king to hear thee. 4 Absalom said moreover, Oh that I were made
judge in the land, that every man which hath any suit or cause
might come unto me, and I would do him justice! 5 And it was
so, that when any man came nigh to him to do him obeisance,
he put forth his hand, and took him, and kissed him. 6 And on
this manner did Absalom to all Israel that came to the king for
judgment: so Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.

7 ¶And it came to pass after forty years, that Absalom said
unto the king, I pray thee, let me go and pay my vow, which I
have vowed unto the LORD, in Hebron. 8 For thy servant vowed
a vow while I abode at Geshur in Syria, saying, If the LORD
shall bring me again indeed to Jerusalem, then I will serve the
LORD. 9 And the king said unto him, Go in peace. So he arose,
and went to Hebron.

10 ¶But Absalom sent spies throughout all the tribes of Israel,
saying, As soon as ye hear the sound of the trumpet, then ye shall
say, Absalom reigneth in Hebron. 11 And with Absalom went
two hundred men out of Jerusalem, that were called; and they
went in their simplicity, and they knew not any thing. 12 And
Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s counsellor,
from his city, even from Giloh, while he offered sacrifices. And
the conspiracy was strong; for the people increased continually
with Absalom.

13 ¶And there came a messenger to David, saying, The hearts
of the men of Israel are after Absalom. 14 And David said unto
all his servants that were with him at Jerusalem, Arise, and let
us flee; for we shall not else escape from Absalom: make speed
to depart, lest he overtake us suddenly, and bring evil upon us,
and smite the city with the edge of the sword. 15 And the king’s
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servants said unto the king, Behold, thy servants are ready to
do whatsoever my lord the king shall appoint. 16 And the king
went forth, and all his household after him. And the king left
ten women, which were concubines, to keep the house. 17 And
the king went forth, and all the people after him, and tarried
in a place that was far off. 18 And all his servants passed on
beside him; and all the Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all
the Gittites, six hundred men which came after him from Gath,
passed on before the king.

19 ¶Then said the king to Ittai the Gittite, Wherefore goest
thou also with us? return to thy place, and abide with the king:
for thou art a stranger, and also an exile. 20 Whereas thou camest
but yesterday, should I this day make thee go up and down with
us? seeing I go whither I may, return thou, and take back thy
brethren: mercy and truth be with thee. 21 And Ittai answered
the king, and said, As the LORD liveth, and as my lord the king
liveth, surely in what place my lord the king shall be, whether
in death or life, even there also will thy servant be. 22 And David
said to Ittai, Go and pass over. And Ittai the Gittite passed over,
and all his men, and all the little ones that were with him. 23 And
all the country wept with a loud voice, and all the people passed
over: the king also himself passed over the brook Kidron, and
all the people passed over, toward the way of the wilderness.

24 ¶And lo Zadok also, and all the Levites were with him,
bearing the ark of the covenant of God: and they set down the
ark of God; and Abiathar went up, until all the people had done
passing out of the city. 25 And the king said unto Zadok, Carry
back the ark of God into the city: if I shall find favour in the
eyes of the LORD, he will bring me again, and shew me both
it, and his habitation: 26 But if he thus say, I have no delight in
thee; behold, here am I, let him do to me as seemeth good unto
him. 27 The king said also unto Zadok the priest, Art not thou a
seer? return into the city in peace, and your two sons with you,
Ahimaaz thy son, and Jonathan the son of Abiathar. 28 See, I will
tarry in the plain of the wilderness, until there come word from
you to certify me. 29 Zadok therefore and Abiathar carried the
ark of God again to Jerusalem: and they tarried there.

30 ¶And David went up by the ascent of mount Olivet, and
wept as he went up, and had his head covered, and he went
barefoot: and all the people that was with him covered every
man his head, and they went up, weeping as they went up.

31 ¶And one told David, saying, Ahithophel is among the
conspirators with Absalom. And David said, O LORD, I pray
thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness.

32 ¶And it came to pass, that when David was come to the
top of the mount, where he worshipped God, behold, Hushai
the Archite came to meet him with his coat rent, and earth upon
his head: 33 Unto whom David said, If thou passest on with me,
then thou shalt be a burden unto me: 34 But if thou return to
the city, and say unto Absalom, I will be thy servant, O king;
as I have been thy father’s servant hitherto, so will I now also
be thy servant: then mayest thou for me defeat the counsel of
Ahithophel. 35 And hast thou not there with thee Zadok and
Abiathar the priests? therefore it shall be, that what thing soever
thou shalt hear out of the king’s house, thou shalt tell it to Zadok
and Abiathar the priests. 36 Behold, they have there with them
their two sons, Ahimaaz Zadok’s son, and Jonathan Abiathar’s

son; and by them ye shall send unto me every thing that ye
can hear. 37 So Hushai David’s friend came into the city, and
Absalom came into Jerusalem.

166. The death of Absalom
2 Samuel 18:1-33

18 1 And David numbered the people that were with him, and
set captains of thousands and captains of hundreds over them.
2 And David sent forth a third part of the people under the hand
of Joab, and a third part under the hand of Abishai the son of
Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, and a third part under the hand of Ittai
the Gittite. And the king said unto the people, I will surely go
forth with you myself also. 3 But the people answered, Thou
shalt not go forth: for if we flee away, they will not care for
us; neither if half of us die, will they care for us: but now thou
art worth ten thousand of us: therefore now it is better that
thou succour us out of the city. 4 And the king said unto them,
What seemeth you best I will do. And the king stood by the gate
side, and all the people came out by hundreds and by thousands.
5 And the king commanded Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying,
Deal gently for my sake with the young man, even with Absalom.
And all the people heard when the king gave all the captains
charge concerning Absalom.

6 ¶ So the people went out into the field against Israel: and
the battle was in the wood of Ephraim; 7 Where the people of
Israel were slain before the servants of David, and there was
there a great slaughter that day of twenty thousand men. 8 For
the battle was there scattered over the face of all the country:
and the wood devoured more people that day than the sword
devoured.

9 ¶And Absalom met the servants of David. And Absalom
rode upon a mule, and the mule went under the thick boughs
of a great oak, and his head caught hold of the oak, and he
was taken up between the heaven and the earth; and the mule
that was under him went away. 10 And a certain man saw it,
and told Joab, and said, Behold, I saw Absalom hanged in an
oak. 11 And Joab said unto the man that told him, And, behold,
thou sawest him, and why didst thou not smite him there to the
ground? and I would have given thee ten shekels of silver, and a
girdle. 12 And the man said unto Joab, Though I should receive
a thousand shekels of silver in mine hand, yet would I not put
forth mine hand against the king’s son: for in our hearing the
king charged thee and Abishai and Ittai, saying, Beware that
none touch the young man Absalom. 13 Otherwise I should have
wrought falsehood against mine own life: for there is no matter
hid from the king, and thou thyself wouldest have set thyself
against me. 14 Then said Joab, I may not tarry thus with thee.
And he took three darts in his hand, and thrust them through
the heart of Absalom, while he was yet alive in the midst of the
oak. 15 And ten young men that bare Joab’s armour compassed
about and smote Absalom, and slew him. 16 And Joab blew the
trumpet, and the people returned from pursuing after Israel: for
Joab held back the people. 17 And they took Absalom, and cast
him into a great pit in the wood, and laid a very great heap of
stones upon him: and all Israel fled every one to his tent.

18 ¶Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and reared up for
himself a pillar, which is in the king’s dale: for he said, I have no
son to keep my name in remembrance: and he called the pillar
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after his own name: and it is called unto this day, Absalom’s
place.

19 ¶Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, Let me now run, and
bear the king tidings, how that the LORD hath avenged him of his
enemies. 20 And Joab said unto him, Thou shalt not bear tidings
this day, but thou shalt bear tidings another day: but this day
thou shalt bear no tidings, because the king’s son is dead. 21 Then
said Joab to Cushi, Go tell the king what thou hast seen. And
Cushi bowed himself unto Joab, and ran. 22 Then said Ahimaaz
the son of Zadok yet again to Joab, But howsoever, let me, I
pray thee, also run after Cushi. And Joab said, Wherefore wilt
thou run, my son, seeing that thou hast no tidings ready? 23 But
howsoever, said he, let me run. And he said unto him, Run. Then
Ahimaaz ran by the way of the plain, and overran Cushi. 24 And
David sat between the two gates: and the watchman went up to
the roof over the gate unto the wall, and lifted up his eyes, and
looked, and behold a man running alone. 25 And the watchman
cried, and told the king. And the king said, If he be alone, there is
tidings in his mouth. And he came apace, and drew near. 26 And
the watchman saw another man running: and the watchman
called unto the porter, and said, Behold another man running
alone. And the king said, He also bringeth tidings. 27 And the
watchman said, Me thinketh the running of the foremost is like
the running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok. And the king said, He
is a good man, and cometh with good tidings. 28 And Ahimaaz
called, and said unto the king, All is well. And he fell down to
the earth upon his face before the king, and said, Blessed be the
LORD thy God, which hath delivered up the men that lifted up
their hand against my lord the king. 29 And the king said, Is the
young man Absalom safe? And Ahimaaz answered, When Joab
sent the king’s servant, and me thy servant, I saw a great tumult,
but I knew not what it was. 30 And the king said unto him, Turn
aside, and stand here. And he turned aside, and stood still. 31 And,
behold, Cushi came; and Cushi said, Tidings, my lord the king:
for the LORD hath avenged thee this day of all them that rose
up against thee. 32 And the king said unto Cushi, Is the young
man Absalom safe? And Cushi answered, The enemies of my
lord the king, and all that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be
as that young man is.

33 ¶And the king was much moved, and went up to the cham-
ber over the gate, and wept: and as he went, thus he said, O my
son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I had died
for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!

The Divided Monarchy
1 Kings entire and 2 Kings 1-17 - in the Douay-Rheims, the

Third Book of Kings and the Fourth as far as the fall of Samaria.
The period runs from Solomon to the deportation of the northern
tribes. Isaias 7, 9 and 11 are read here, at the reign of Achaz to
whom the first of them was spoken.

173. The gift of wisdom, and the two mothers
1 Kings 3:1-28

3 1 And Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of Egypt,
and took Pharaoh’s daughter, and brought her into the city of
David, until he had made an end of building his own house, and
the house of the LORD, and the wall of Jerusalem round about.

2 Only the people sacrificed in high places, because there was no
house built unto the name of the LORD, until those days. 3 And
Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of David his
father: only he sacrificed and burnt incense in high places. 4 And
the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there; for that was the great
high place: a thousand burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon
that altar.

5 ¶ In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by
night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee. 6 And Solomon
said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David my father great
mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in righ-
teousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast
kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son
to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 7 And now, O LORD my God,
thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father:
and I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in.
8 And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast
chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted
for multitude. 9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding
heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and
bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people? 10 And
the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing.
11 And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing,
and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches
for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast
asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment; 12 Behold,
I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise
and an understanding heart; so that there was none like thee
before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee.
13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked,
both riches, and honour: so that there shall not be any among
the kings like unto thee all thy days. 14 And if thou wilt walk
in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as
thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days. 15 And
Solomon awoke; and, behold, it was a dream. And he came to
Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD,
and offered up burnt offerings, and offered peace offerings, and
made a feast to all his servants.

16 ¶Then came there two women, that were harlots, unto the
king, and stood before him. 17 And the one woman said, O my
lord, I and this woman dwell in one house; and I was delivered
of a child with her in the house. 18 And it came to pass the third
day after that I was delivered, that this woman was delivered
also: and we were together; there was no stranger with us in the
house, save we two in the house. 19 And this woman’s child died
in the night; because she overlaid it. 20 And she arose at midnight,
and took my son from beside me, while thine handmaid slept,
and laid it in her bosom, and laid her dead child in my bosom.
21 And when I rose in the morning to give my child suck, behold,
it was dead: but when I had considered it in the morning, behold,
it was not my son, which I did bear. 22 And the other woman
said, Nay; but the living is my son, and the dead is thy son. And
this said, No; but the dead is thy son, and the living is my son.
Thus they spake before the king. 23 Then said the king, The
one saith, This is my son that liveth, and thy son is the dead:
and the other saith, Nay; but thy son is the dead, and my son
is the living. 24 And the king said, Bring me a sword. And they
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brought a sword before the king. 25 And the king said, Divide
the living child in two, and give half to the one, and half to the
other. 26 Then spake the woman whose the living child was unto
the king, for her bowels yearned upon her son, and she said, O
my lord, give her the living child, and in no wise slay it. But the
other said, Let it be neither mine nor thine, but divide it. 27 Then
the king answered and said, Give her the living child, and in no
wise slay it: she is the mother thereof. 28 And all Israel heard of
the judgment which the king had judged; and they feared the
king: for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to do
judgment.

179. Solomon’s wives, and the sentence
1 Kings 11:1-43

11 1 But king Solomon loved many strange women, together
with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Am-
monites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites; 2 Of the nations con-
cerning which the LORD said unto the children of Israel, Ye
shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you: for
surely they will turn away your heart after their gods: Solomon
clave unto these in love. 3 And he had seven hundred wives,
princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned
away his heart. 4 For it came to pass, when Solomon was old,
that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his
heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was the heart
of David his father. 5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the god-
dess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the
Ammonites. 6 And Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD,
and went not fully after the LORD, as did David his father. 7 Then
did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the abomination
of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech,
the abomination of the children of Ammon. 8 And likewise did
he for all his strange wives, which burnt incense and sacrificed
unto their gods.

9 ¶And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart
was turned from the LORD God of Israel, which had appeared
unto him twice, 10 And had commanded him concerning this
thing, that he should not go after other gods: but he kept not that
which the LORD commanded. 11 Wherefore the LORD said unto
Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast not
kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded
thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will give it
to thy servant. 12 Notwithstanding in thy days I will not do it
for David thy father’s sake: but I will rend it out of the hand of
thy son. 13 Howbeit I will not rend away all the kingdom; but
will give one tribe to thy son for David my servant’s sake, and
for Jerusalem’s sake which I have chosen.

14 ¶And the LORD stirred up an adversary unto Solomon,
Hadad the Edomite: he was of the king’s seed in Edom. 15 For it
came to pass, when David was in Edom, and Joab the captain
of the host was gone up to bury the slain, after he had smitten
every male in Edom; 16 (For six months did Joab remain there
with all Israel, until he had cut off every male in Edom:) 17 That
Hadad fled, he and certain Edomites of his father’s servants with
him, to go into Egypt; Hadad being yet a little child. 18 And they
arose out of Midian, and came to Paran: and they took men
with them out of Paran, and they came to Egypt, unto Pharaoh
king of Egypt; which gave him an house, and appointed him

victuals, and gave him land. 19 And Hadad found great favour in
the sight of Pharaoh, so that he gave him to wife the sister of his
own wife, the sister of Tahpenes the queen. 20 And the sister of
Tahpenes bare him Genubath his son, whom Tahpenes weaned
in Pharaoh’s house: and Genubath was in Pharaoh’s household
among the sons of Pharaoh. 21 And when Hadad heard in Egypt
that David slept with his fathers, and that Joab the captain of
the host was dead, Hadad said to Pharaoh, Let me depart, that I
may go to mine own country. 22 Then Pharaoh said unto him,
But what hast thou lacked with me, that, behold, thou seekest to
go to thine own country? And he answered, Nothing: howbeit
let me go in any wise.

23 ¶And God stirred him up another adversary, Rezon the son
of Eliadah, which fled from his lord Hadadezer king of Zobah:
24 And he gathered men unto him, and became captain over
a band, when David slew them of Zobah: and they went to
Damascus, and dwelt therein, and reigned in Damascus. 25 And
he was an adversary to Israel all the days of Solomon, beside
the mischief that Hadad did: and he abhorred Israel, and reigned
over Syria.

26 ¶And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda,
Solomon’s servant, whose mother’s name was Zeruah, a widow
woman, even he lifted up his hand against the king. 27 And
this was the cause that he lifted up his hand against the king:
Solomon built Millo, and repaired the breaches of the city of
David his father. 28 And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of
valour: and Solomon seeing the young man that he was industri-
ous, he made him ruler over all the charge of the house of Joseph.
29 And it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went out
of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him
in the way; and he had clad himself with a new garment; and
they two were alone in the field: 30 And Ahijah caught the new
garment that was on him, and rent it in twelve pieces: 31 And he
said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for thus saith the LORD,
the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of the
hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee: 32 (But he shall
have one tribe for my servant David’s sake, and for Jerusalem’s
sake, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel:)
33 Because that they have forsaken me, and have worshipped
Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, Chemosh the god of
the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the children of Ammon,
and have not walked in my ways, to do that which is right in
mine eyes, and to keep my statutes and my judgments, as did
David his father. 34 Howbeit I will not take the whole kingdom
out of his hand: but I will make him prince all the days of his life
for David my servant’s sake, whom I chose, because he kept my
commandments and my statutes: 35 But I will take the kingdom
out of his son’s hand, and will give it unto thee, even ten tribes.
36 And unto his son will I give one tribe, that David my servant
may have a light alway before me in Jerusalem, the city which I
have chosen me to put my name there. 37 And I will take thee,
and thou shalt reign according to all that thy soul desireth, and
shalt be king over Israel. 38 And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken
unto all that I command thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and
do that is right in my sight, to keep my statutes and my com-
mandments, as David my servant did; that I will be with thee,
and build thee a sure house, as I built for David, and will give
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Israel unto thee. 39 And I will for this afflict the seed of David,
but not for ever. 40 Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam.
And Jeroboam arose, and fled into Egypt, unto Shishak king of
Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of Solomon.

41 ¶And the rest of the acts of Solomon, and all that he did,
and his wisdom, are they not written in the book of the acts of
Solomon? 42 And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem
over all Israel was forty years. 43 And Solomon slept with his
fathers, and was buried in the city of David his father: and Re-
hoboam his son reigned in his stead.

180. The kingdom torn in two
1 Kings 12:1-33

12 1 And Rehoboam went to Shechem: for all Israel were come
to Shechem to make him king. 2 And it came to pass, when
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who was yet in Egypt, heard of it,
(for he was fled from the presence of king Solomon, and Jer-
oboam dwelt in Egypt;) 3 That they sent and called him. And
Jeroboam and all the congregation of Israel came, and spake
unto Rehoboam, saying, 4 Thy father made our yoke grievous:
now therefore make thou the grievous service of thy father, and
his heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve
thee. 5 And he said unto them, Depart yet for three days, then
come again to me. And the people departed.

6 ¶And king Rehoboam consulted with the old men, that stood
before Solomon his father while he yet lived, and said, How do
ye advise that I may answer this people? 7 And they spake unto
him, saying, If thou wilt be a servant unto this people this day,
and wilt serve them, and answer them, and speak good words to
them, then they will be thy servants for ever. 8 But he forsook the
counsel of the old men, which they had given him, and consulted
with the young men that were grown up with him, and which
stood before him: 9 And he said unto them, What counsel give ye
that we may answer this people, who have spoken to me, saying,
Make the yoke which thy father did put upon us lighter? 10 And
the young men that were grown up with him spake unto him,
saying, Thus shalt thou speak unto this people that spake unto
thee, saying, Thy father made our yoke heavy, but make thou it
lighter unto us; thus shalt thou say unto them, My little finger
shall be thicker than my father’s loins. 11 And now whereas my
father did lade you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke:
my father hath chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you
with scorpions.

12 ¶ So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the
third day, as the king had appointed, saying, Come to me again
the third day. 13 And the king answered the people roughly,
and forsook the old men’s counsel that they gave him; 14 And
spake to them after the counsel of the young men, saying, My
father made your yoke heavy, and I will add to your yoke: my
father also chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you
with scorpions. 15 Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the
people; for the cause was from the LORD, that he might perform
his saying, which the LORD spake by Ahijah the Shilonite unto
Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

16 ¶ So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto
them, the people answered the king, saying, What portion have
we in David? neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse:
to your tents, O Israel: now see to thine own house, David. So

Israel departed unto their tents. 17 But as for the children of Israel
which dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them.
18 Then king Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was over the tribute;
and all Israel stoned him with stones, that he died. Therefore
king Rehoboam made speed to get him up to his chariot, to flee
to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel rebelled against the house of David
unto this day. 20 And it came to pass, when all Israel heard that
Jeroboam was come again, that they sent and called him unto
the congregation, and made him king over all Israel: there was
none that followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah
only.

21 ¶And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he assem-
bled all the house of Judah, with the tribe of Benjamin, an hun-
dred and fourscore thousand chosen men, which were warriors,
to fight against the house of Israel, to bring the kingdom again
to Rehoboam the son of Solomon. 22 But the word of God came
unto Shemaiah the man of God, saying, 23 Speak unto Rehoboam,
the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and unto all the house of
Judah and Benjamin, and to the remnant of the people, saying,
24 Thus saith the LORD, Ye shall not go up, nor fight against
your brethren the children of Israel: return every man to his
house; for this thing is from me. They hearkened therefore to
the word of the LORD, and returned to depart, according to the
word of the LORD.

25 ¶Then Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, and
dwelt therein; and went out from thence, and built Penuel. 26 And
Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom return to
the house of David: 27 If this people go up to do sacrifice in the
house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this
people turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam king of
Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king
of Judah. 28 Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two
calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go
up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee
up out of the land of Egypt. 29 And he set the one in Beth-el,
and the other put he in Dan. 30 And this thing became a sin:
for the people went to worship before the one, even unto Dan.
31 And he made an house of high places, and made priests of the
lowest of the people, which were not of the sons of Levi. 32 And
Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth
day of the month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, and he
offered upon the altar. So did he in Beth-el, sacrificing unto the
calves that he had made: and he placed in Beth-el the priests
of the high places which he had made. 33 So he offered upon
the altar which he had made in Beth-el the fifteenth day of the
eighth month, even in the month which he had devised of his
own heart; and ordained a feast unto the children of Israel: and
he offered upon the altar, and burnt incense.

183. Elias, the drought, and the widow of Sarephta
1 Kings 17:1-24

17 1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of
Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD God of Israel liveth, before
whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but
according to my word. 2 And the word of the LORD came unto
him, saying, 3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide
thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. 4 And it shall
be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the
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ravens to feed thee there. 5 So he went and did according unto the
word of the LORD: for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith,
that is before Jordan. 6 And the ravens brought him bread and
flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he
drank of the brook. 7 And it came to pass after a while, that the
brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land.

8 ¶And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, 9 Arise,
get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there:
behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee.
10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the
gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering
of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a
little water in a vessel, that I may drink. 11 And as she was going
to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a
morsel of bread in thine hand. 12 And she said, As the LORD thy
God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel,
and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks,
that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may
eat it, and die. 13 And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as
thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring
it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. 14 For thus
saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste,
neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD
sendeth rain upon the earth. 15 And she went and did according
to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat
many days. 16 And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the
cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD, which he
spake by Elijah.

17 ¶And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the
woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was
so sore, that there was no breath left in him. 18 And she said
unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God?
art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to
slay my son? 19 And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he
took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where
he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. 20 And he cried unto
the LORD, and said, O LORD my God, hast thou also brought
evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?
21 And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried
unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my God, I pray thee, let this
child’s soul come into him again. 22 And the LORD heard the
voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again,
and he revived. 23 And Elijah took the child, and brought him
down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto
his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth.

24 ¶And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that
thou art a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in thy
mouth is truth.

184. Elias on Carmel
1 Kings 18:1-46

18 1 And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the
LORD came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, shew thyself
unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth. 2 And Elijah
went to shew himself unto Ahab. And there was a sore famine
in Samaria. 3 And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor
of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly: 4 For it
was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, that

Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a
cave, and fed them with bread and water.) 5 And Ahab said unto
Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all fountains of water, and unto
all brooks: peradventure we may find grass to save the horses
and mules alive, that we lose not all the beasts. 6 So they divided
the land between them to pass throughout it: Ahab went one
way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself.

7 ¶And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah met him:
and he knew him, and fell on his face, and said, Art thou that
my lord Elijah? 8 And he answered him, I am: go, tell thy lord,
Behold, Elijah is here. 9 And he said, What have I sinned, that
thou wouldest deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to
slay me? 10 As the LORD thy God liveth, there is no nation or
kingdom, whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee: and when
they said, He is not there; he took an oath of the kingdom and
nation, that they found thee not. 11 And now thou sayest, Go,
tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here. 12 And it shall come to pass,
as soon as I am gone from thee, that the Spirit of the LORD shall
carry thee whither I know not; and so when I come and tell
Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me: but I thy servant
fear the LORD from my youth. 13 Was it not told my lord what
I did when Jezebel slew the prophets of the LORD, how I hid
an hundred men of the LORD’s prophets by fifty in a cave, and
fed them with bread and water? 14 And now thou sayest, Go,
tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here: and he shall slay me. 15 And
Elijah said, As the LORD of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I
will surely shew myself unto him to day. 16 So Obadiah went to
meet Ahab, and told him: and Ahab went to meet Elijah.

17 ¶And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said
unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel? 18 And he answered,
I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in
that ye have forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and
thou hast followed Baalim. 19 Now therefore send, and gather to
me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four
hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred,
which eat at Jezebel’s table. 20 So Ahab sent unto all the children
of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel.
21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt
ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but
if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a
word. 22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain
a prophet of the LORD; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred
and fifty men. 23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and
let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces,
and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the
other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: 24 And
call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of
the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God.
And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken. 25 And
Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock
for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the
name of your gods, but put no fire under. 26 And they took the
bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on
the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal,
hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they
leaped upon the altar which was made. 27 And it came to pass at
noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a
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god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or
peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. 28 And they cried
aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and
lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them. 29 And it came to
pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time
of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither
voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. 30 And Elijah
said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people
came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that
was broken down. 31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according
to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the
word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name: 32 And
with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and
he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two
measures of seed. 33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the
bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four
barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the
wood. 34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the
second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it
the third time. 35 And the water ran round about the altar; and
he filled the trench also with water. 36 And it came to pass at
the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the
prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and
of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and
that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at
thy word. 37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may
know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned
their heart back again. 38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and
consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and
the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And
when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said,
The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God. 40 And Elijah
said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them
escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to
the brook Kishon, and slew them there.

41 ¶And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink;
for there is a sound of abundance of rain. 42 So Ahab went up to
eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and
he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between
his knees, 43 And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward
the sea. And he went up, and looked, and said, There is nothing.
And he said, Go again seven times. 44 And it came to pass at the
seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out
of the sea, like a man’s hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab,
Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop thee
not. 45 And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaven
was black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And
Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel. 46 And the hand of the LORD
was on Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab
to the entrance of Jezreel.

185. The whistling of a gentle air
1 Kings 19:1-21

Horeb again, and the call of Eliseus.

19 1 And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal
how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. 2 Then Jezebel
sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me,

and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by
to morrow about this time. 3 And when he saw that, he arose,
and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongeth
to Judah, and left his servant there.

4 ¶But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness,
and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested
for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, O
LORD, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers.
5 And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an
angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. 6 And he
looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, and a
cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, and laid
him down again. 7 And the angel of the LORD came again the
second time, and touched him, and said, Arise and eat; because
the journey is too great for thee. 8 And he arose, and did eat and
drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty
nights unto Horeb the mount of God.

9 ¶And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and,
behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and he said unto
him, What doest thou here, Elijah? 10 And he said, I have been
very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: for the children of Israel
have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain
thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and
they seek my life, to take it away. 11 And he said, Go forth, and
stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD
passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and
brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was
not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD
was not in the earthquake: 12 And after the earthquake a fire; but
the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.
13 And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face
in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the
cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What
doest thou here, Elijah? 14 And he said, I have been very jealous
for the LORD God of hosts: because the children of Israel have
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy
prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they
seek my life, to take it away. 15 And the LORD said unto him,
Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and when
thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria: 16 And Jehu
the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and
Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint to
be prophet in thy room. 17 And it shall come to pass, that him
that escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and him that
escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay. 18 Yet I have
left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not
bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him.

19 ¶ So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of
Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before
him, and he with the twelfth: and Elijah passed by him, and cast
his mantle upon him. 20 And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah,
and said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and
then I will follow thee. And he said unto him, Go back again: for
what have I done to thee? 21 And he returned back from him,
and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh
with the instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and



187. Naboth’s vineyard 50

they did eat. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered
unto him.

187. Naboth’s vineyard
1 Kings 21:1-29

21 1 And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the
Jezreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by the
palace of Ahab king of Samaria. 2 And Ahab spake unto Naboth,
saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden
of herbs, because it is near unto my house: and I will give thee
for it a better vineyard than it; or, if it seem good to thee, I will
give thee the worth of it in money. 3 And Naboth said to Ahab,
The LORD forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my
fathers unto thee. 4 And Ahab came into his house heavy and
displeased because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had
spoken to him: for he had said, I will not give thee the inheritance
of my fathers. And he laid him down upon his bed, and turned
away his face, and would eat no bread.

5 ¶But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto him, Why
is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread? 6 And he said
unto her, Because I spake unto Naboth the Jezreelite, and said
unto him, Give me thy vineyard for money; or else, if it please
thee, I will give thee another vineyard for it: and he answered, I
will not give thee my vineyard. 7 And Jezebel his wife said unto
him, Dost thou now govern the kingdom of Israel? arise, and eat
bread, and let thine heart be merry: I will give thee the vineyard
of Naboth the Jezreelite. 8 So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name,
and sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders
and to the nobles that were in his city, dwelling with Naboth.
9 And she wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and set
Naboth on high among the people: 10 And set two men, sons
of Belial, before him, to bear witness against him, saying, Thou
didst blaspheme God and the king. And then carry him out, and
stone him, that he may die. 11 And the men of his city, even the
elders and the nobles who were the inhabitants in his city, did as
Jezebel had sent unto them, and as it was written in the letters
which she had sent unto them. 12 They proclaimed a fast, and
set Naboth on high among the people. 13 And there came in two
men, children of Belial, and sat before him: and the men of Belial
witnessed against him, even against Naboth, in the presence
of the people, saying, Naboth did blaspheme God and the king.
Then they carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him with
stones, that he died. 14 Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth
is stoned, and is dead.

15 ¶And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth
was stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take
possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he
refused to give thee for money: for Naboth is not alive, but dead.
16 And it came to pass, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead,
that Ahab rose up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the
Jezreelite, to take possession of it.

17 ¶And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite,
saying, 18 Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, which is
in Samaria: behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither he
is gone down to possess it. 19 And thou shalt speak unto him,
saying, Thus saith the LORD, Hast thou killed, and also taken
possession? And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith
the LORD, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth

shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine. 20 And Ahab said to Elijah,
Hast thou found me, O mine enemy? And he answered, I have
found thee: because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the
sight of the LORD. 21 Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and
will take away thy posterity, and will cut off from Ahab him
that pisseth against the wall, and him that is shut up and left in
Israel, 22 And will make thine house like the house of Jeroboam
the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah,
for the provocation wherewith thou hast provoked me to anger,
and made Israel to sin. 23 And of Jezebel also spake the LORD,
saying, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel. 24 Him
that dieth of Ahab in the city the dogs shall eat; and him that
dieth in the field shall the fowls of the air eat.

25 ¶But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself
to work wickedness in the sight of the LORD, whom Jezebel
his wife stirred up. 26 And he did very abominably in following
idols, according to all things as did the Amorites, whom the
LORD cast out before the children of Israel. 27 And it came to
pass, when Ahab heard those words, that he rent his clothes, and
put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth,
and went softly. 28 And the word of the LORD came to Elijah
the Tishbite, saying, 29 Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself
before me? because he humbleth himself before me, I will not
bring the evil in his days: but in his son’s days will I bring the
evil upon his house.

190. Elias taken up; the mantle of Eliseus
2 Kings 2:1-25

2 1 And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah
into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from
Gilgal. 2 And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for
the LORD hath sent me to Beth-el. And Elisha said unto him, As
the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So
they went down to Beth-el. 3 And the sons of the prophets that
were at Beth-el came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest
thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to
day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. 4 And Elijah
said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath
sent me to Jericho. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy
soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho. 5 And
the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and
said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy
master from thy head to day? And he answered, Yea, I know
it; hold ye your peace. 6 And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray
thee, here; for the LORD hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As
the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And
they two went on. 7 And fifty men of the sons of the prophets
went, and stood to view afar off: and they two stood by Jordan.
8 And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote
the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they
two went over on dry ground.

9 ¶And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah
said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken
away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion
of thy spirit be upon me. 10 And he said, Thou hast asked a hard
thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee,
it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so. 11 And it
came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there
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appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them
both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.

12 ¶And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the
chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no
more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two
pieces.

13 He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and
went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan; 14 And he took the
mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and
said, Where is the LORD God of Elijah? and when he also had
smitten the waters, they parted hither and thither: and Elisha
went over. 15 And when the sons of the prophets which were to
view at Jericho saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest
on Elisha. And they came to meet him, and bowed themselves
to the ground before him.

16 ¶And they said unto him, Behold now, there be with thy
servants fifty strong men; let them go, we pray thee, and seek
thy master: lest peradventure the Spirit of the LORD hath taken
him up, and cast him upon some mountain, or into some valley.
And he said, Ye shall not send. 17 And when they urged him till
he was ashamed, he said, Send. They sent therefore fifty men;
and they sought three days, but found him not. 18 And when
they came again to him, (for he tarried at Jericho,) he said unto
them, Did I not say unto you, Go not?

19 ¶And the men of the city said unto Elisha, Behold, I pray
thee, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord seeth: but
the water is naught, and the ground barren. 20 And he said, Bring
me a new cruse, and put salt therein. And they brought it to him.
21 And he went forth unto the spring of the waters, and cast the
salt in there, and said, Thus saith the LORD, I have healed these
waters; there shall not be from thence any more death or barren
land. 22 So the waters were healed unto this day, according to
the saying of Elisha which he spake.

23 ¶And he went up from thence unto Beth-el: and as he was
going up by the way, there came forth little children out of the
city, and mocked him, and said unto him, Go up, thou bald head;
go up, thou bald head. 24 And he turned back, and looked on
them, and cursed them in the name of the LORD. And there
came forth two she bears out of the wood, and tare forty and
two children of them. 25 And he went from thence to mount
Carmel, and from thence he returned to Samaria.

203. The fall of Samaria
2 Kings 17:1-41

The chapter states why the northern kingdom ended, and is
the plan’s explanation of everything that follows it.

17 1 In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah began Hoshea
the son of Elah to reign in Samaria over Israel nine years. 2 And
he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, but not as
the kings of Israel that were before him.

3 ¶Against him came up Shalmaneser king of Assyria; and
Hoshea became his servant, and gave him presents. 4 And the
king of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea: for he had sent
messengers to So king of Egypt, and brought no present to the
king of Assyria, as he had done year by year: therefore the king
of Assyria shut him up, and bound him in prison.

5 ¶Then the king of Assyria came up throughout all the land,
and went up to Samaria, and besieged it three years.

6 ¶ In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took
Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, and placed them
in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of
the Medes.

7 For so it was, that the children of Israel had sinned against
the LORD their God, which had brought them up out of the
land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt,
and had feared other gods, 8 And walked in the statutes of the
heathen, whom the LORD cast out from before the children of
Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which they had made. 9 And the
children of Israel did secretly those things that were not right
against the LORD their God, and they built them high places in
all their cities, from the tower of the watchmen to the fenced city.
10 And they set them up images and groves in every high hill,
and under every green tree: 11 And there they burnt incense in
all the high places, as did the heathen whom the LORD carried
away before them; and wrought wicked things to provoke the
LORD to anger: 12 For they served idols, whereof the LORD
had said unto them, Ye shall not do this thing. 13 Yet the LORD
testified against Israel, and against Judah, by all the prophets,
and by all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, and
keep my commandments and my statutes, according to all the
law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by
my servants the prophets. 14 Notwithstanding they would not
hear, but hardened their necks, like to the neck of their fathers,
that did not believe in the LORD their God. 15 And they rejected
his statutes, and his covenant that he made with their fathers,
and his testimonies which he testified against them; and they
followed vanity, and became vain, and went after the heathen
that were round about them, concerning whom the LORD had
charged them, that they should not do like them. 16 And they
left all the commandments of the LORD their God, and made
them molten images, even two calves, and made a grove, and
worshipped all the host of heaven, and served Baal. 17 And they
caused their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire,
and used divination and enchantments, and sold themselves
to do evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger.
18 Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel, and removed
them out of his sight: there was none left but the tribe of Judah
only. 19 Also Judah kept not the commandments of the LORD
their God, but walked in the statutes of Israel which they made.
20 And the LORD rejected all the seed of Israel, and afflicted
them, and delivered them into the hand of spoilers, until he had
cast them out of his sight. 21 For he rent Israel from the house
of David; and they made Jeroboam the son of Nebat king: and
Jeroboam drave Israel from following the LORD, and made them
sin a great sin. 22 For the children of Israel walked in all the sins
of Jeroboam which he did; they departed not from them; 23 Until
the LORD removed Israel out of his sight, as he had said by all
his servants the prophets. So was Israel carried away out of their
own land to Assyria unto this day.

24 ¶And the king of Assyria brought men from Babylon, and
from Cuthah, and from Ava, and from Hamath, and from Sephar-
vaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the
children of Israel: and they possessed Samaria, and dwelt in the
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cities thereof. 25 And so it was at the beginning of their dwelling
there, that they feared not the LORD: therefore the LORD sent
lions among them, which slew some of them. 26 Wherefore they
spake to the king of Assyria, saying, The nations which thou
hast removed, and placed in the cities of Samaria, know not
the manner of the God of the land: therefore he hath sent lions
among them, and, behold, they slay them, because they know
not the manner of the God of the land. 27 Then the king of As-
syria commanded, saying, Carry thither one of the priests whom
ye brought from thence; and let them go and dwell there, and let
him teach them the manner of the God of the land. 28 Then one
of the priests whom they had carried away from Samaria came
and dwelt in Beth-el, and taught them how they should fear the
LORD. 29 Howbeit every nation made gods of their own, and put
them in the houses of the high places which the Samaritans had
made, every nation in their cities wherein they dwelt. 30 And
the men of Babylon made Succoth-benoth, and the men of Cuth
made Nergal, and the men of Hamath made Ashima, 31 And the
Avites made Nibhaz and Tartak, and the Sepharvites burnt their
children in fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of
Sepharvaim. 32 So they feared the LORD, and made unto them-
selves of the lowest of them priests of the high places, which
sacrificed for them in the houses of the high places. 33 They
feared the LORD, and served their own gods, after the manner
of the nations whom they carried away from thence. 34 Unto this
day they do after the former manners: they fear not the LORD,
neither do they after their statutes, or after their ordinances, or
after the law and commandment which the LORD commanded
the children of Jacob, whom he named Israel; 35 With whom the
LORD had made a covenant, and charged them, saying, Ye shall
not fear other gods, nor bow yourselves to them, nor serve them,
nor sacrifice to them: 36 But the LORD, who brought you up out
of the land of Egypt with great power and a stretched out arm,
him shall ye fear, and him shall ye worship, and to him shall ye
do sacrifice. 37 And the statutes, and the ordinances, and the law,
and the commandment, which he wrote for you, ye shall observe
to do for evermore; and ye shall not fear other gods. 38 And the
covenant that I have made with you ye shall not forget; neither
shall ye fear other gods. 39 But the LORD your God ye shall fear;
and he shall deliver you out of the hand of all your enemies.
40 Howbeit they did not hearken, but they did after their former
manner. 41 So these nations feared the LORD, and served their
graven images, both their children, and their children’s children:
as did their fathers, so do they unto this day.

Exile
2 Kings 18-25: Juda alone, from Ezechias to the burning of

the temple, with the prophetic and deuterocanonical material
the exile requires. Ezechias and Josias stand here rather than in
the Divided Kingdom because their reigns are the last reprieve
before the deportation, and the book treats them so.

204. Ezechias reforms; Sennacherib invades
2 Kings 18:1-37

18 1 Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea son of Elah
king of Israel, that Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king of Judah began
to reign. 2 Twenty and five years old was he when he began to

reign; and he reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name also was Abi, the daughter of Zachariah. 3 And
he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, according
to all that David his father did.

4 ¶He removed the high places, and brake the images, and
cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the brasen serpent that
Moses had made: for unto those days the children of Israel did
burn incense to it: and he called it Nehushtan. 5 He trusted in
the LORD God of Israel; so that after him was none like him
among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him. 6 For
he clave to the LORD, and departed not from following him, but
kept his commandments, which the LORD commanded Moses.
7 And the LORD was with him; and he prospered whithersoever
he went forth: and he rebelled against the king of Assyria, and
served him not. 8 He smote the Philistines, even unto Gaza, and
the borders thereof, from the tower of the watchmen to the
fenced city.

9 ¶And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Hezekiah,
which was the seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel,
that Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against Samaria, and
besieged it. 10 And at the end of three years they took it: even
in the sixth year of Hezekiah, that is the ninth year of Hoshea
king of Israel, Samaria was taken. 11 And the king of Assyria
did carry away Israel unto Assyria, and put them in Halah and
in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes:
12 Because they obeyed not the voice of the LORD their God, but
transgressed his covenant, and all that Moses the servant of the
LORD commanded, and would not hear them, nor do them.

13 ¶Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah did Sen-
nacherib king of Assyria come up against all the fenced cities of
Judah, and took them. 14 And Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the
king of Assyria to Lachish, saying, I have offended; return from
me: that which thou puttest on me will I bear. And the king of
Assyria appointed unto Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred
talents of silver and thirty talents of gold. 15 And Hezekiah gave
him all the silver that was found in the house of the LORD, and
in the treasures of the king’s house. 16 At that time did Hezekiah
cut off the gold from the doors of the temple of the LORD, and
from the pillars which Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid, and
gave it to the king of Assyria.

17 ¶And the king of Assyria sent Tartan and Rabsaris and
Rab-shakeh from Lachish to king Hezekiah with a great host
against Jerusalem. And they went up and came to Jerusalem.
And when they were come up, they came and stood by the
conduit of the upper pool, which is in the highway of the fuller’s
field. 18 And when they had called to the king, there came out to
them Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which was over the household,
and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder.
19 And Rab-shakeh said unto them, Speak ye now to Hezekiah,
Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria, What confidence
is this wherein thou trustest? 20 Thou sayest, (but they are but
vain words,) I have counsel and strength for the war. Now on
whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against me? 21 Now,
behold, thou trustest upon the staff of this bruised reed, even
upon Egypt, on which if a man lean, it will go into his hand, and
pierce it: so is Pharaoh king of Egypt unto all that trust on him.
22 But if ye say unto me, We trust in the LORD our God: is not
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that he, whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken
away, and hath said to Judah and Jerusalem, Ye shall worship
before this altar in Jerusalem? 23 Now therefore, I pray thee, give
pledges to my lord the king of Assyria, and I will deliver thee two
thousand horses, if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon
them. 24 How then wilt thou turn away the face of one captain of
the least of my master’s servants, and put thy trust on Egypt for
chariots and for horsemen? 25 Am I now come up without the
LORD against this place to destroy it? The LORD said to me, Go
up against this land, and destroy it. 26 Then said Eliakim the son
of Hilkiah, and Shebna, and Joah, unto Rab-shakeh, Speak, I pray
thee, to thy servants in the Syrian language; for we understand
it: and talk not with us in the Jews’ language in the ears of the
people that are on the wall. 27 But Rab-shakeh said unto them,
Hath my master sent me to thy master, and to thee, to speak
these words? hath he not sent me to the men which sit on the
wall, that they may eat their own dung, and drink their own piss
with you? 28 Then Rab-shakeh stood and cried with a loud voice
in the Jews’ language, and spake, saying, Hear the word of the
great king, the king of Assyria: 29 Thus saith the king, Let not
Hezekiah deceive you: for he shall not be able to deliver you out
of his hand: 30 Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD,
saying, The LORD will surely deliver us, and this city shall not be
delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria. 31 Hearken not to
Hezekiah: for thus saith the king of Assyria, Make an agreement
with me by a present, and come out to me, and then eat ye every
man of his own vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye
every one the waters of his cistern: 32 Until I come and take you
away to a land like your own land, a land of corn and wine, a
land of bread and vineyards, a land of oil olive and of honey, that
ye may live, and not die: and hearken not unto Hezekiah, when
he persuadeth you, saying, The LORD will deliver us. 33 Hath
any of the gods of the nations delivered at all his land out of the
hand of the king of Assyria? 34 Where are the gods of Hamath,
and of Arpad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and
Ivah? have they delivered Samaria out of mine hand? 35 Who
are they among all the gods of the countries, that have delivered
their country out of mine hand, that the LORD should deliver
Jerusalem out of mine hand? 36 But the people held their peace,
and answered him not a word: for the king’s commandment
was, saying, Answer him not. 37 Then came Eliakim the son of
Hilkiah, which was over the household, and Shebna the scribe,
and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder, to Hezekiah with their
clothes rent, and told him the words of Rab-shakeh.

205. The angel of the Lord before Jerusalem
2 Kings 19:1-37

19 1 And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he
rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went
into the house of the LORD. 2 And he sent Eliakim, which was
over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the
priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet the son
of Amoz. 3 And they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This
day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and blasphemy: for the
children are come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring
forth. 4 It may be the LORD thy God will hear all the words of
Rab-shakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to
reproach the living God; and will reprove the words which the

LORD thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for the
remnant that are left. 5 So the servants of king Hezekiah came
to Isaiah.

6 ¶And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say to your master,
Thus saith the LORD, Be not afraid of the words which thou
hast heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have
blasphemed me. 7 Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he
shall hear a rumour, and shall return to his own land; and I will
cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.

8 ¶ So Rab-shakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria
warring against Libnah: for he had heard that he was departed
from Lachish. 9 And when he heard say of Tirhakah king of
Ethiopia, Behold, he is come out to fight against thee: he sent
messengers again unto Hezekiah, saying, 10 Thus shall ye speak
to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God in whom thou
trustest deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be delivered
into the hand of the king of Assyria. 11 Behold, thou hast heard
what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, by destroying
them utterly: and shalt thou be delivered? 12 Have the gods of
the nations delivered them which my fathers have destroyed; as
Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which
were in Thelasar? 13 Where is the king of Hamath, and the king
of Arpad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, of Hena, and
Ivah?

14 ¶And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the mes-
sengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up into the house of the
LORD, and spread it before the LORD. 15 And Hezekiah prayed
before the LORD, and said, O LORD God of Israel, which dwellest
between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of
all the kingdoms of the earth; thou hast made heaven and earth.
16 LORD, bow down thine ear, and hear: open, LORD, thine eyes,
and see: and hear the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent
him to reproach the living God. 17 Of a truth, LORD, the kings of
Assyria have destroyed the nations and their lands, 18 And have
cast their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, but the work
of men’s hands, wood and stone: therefore they have destroyed
them. 19 Now therefore, O LORD our God, I beseech thee, save
thou us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may
know that thou art the LORD God, even thou only.

20 ¶Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying,
Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, That which thou hast prayed
to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria I have heard. 21 This
is the word that the LORD hath spoken concerning him; The
virgin the daughter of Zion hath despised thee, and laughed thee
to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee.
22 Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against
whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on
high? even against the Holy One of Israel. 23 By thy messengers
thou hast reproached the Lord, and hast said, With the multitude
of my chariots I am come up to the height of the mountains,
to the sides of Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar trees
thereof, and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into
the lodgings of his borders, and into the forest of his Carmel.
24 I have digged and drunk strange waters, and with the sole of
my feet have I dried up all the rivers of besieged places. 25 Hast
thou not heard long ago how I have done it, and of ancient
times that I have formed it? now have I brought it to pass, that



207. The book of the law found 54

thou shouldest be to lay waste fenced cities into ruinous heaps.
26 Therefore their inhabitants were of small power, they were
dismayed and confounded; they were as the grass of the field,
and as the green herb, as the grass on the housetops, and as
corn blasted before it be grown up. 27 But I know thy abode,
and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against me.
28 Because thy rage against me and thy tumult is come up into
mine ears, therefore I will put my hook in thy nose, and my
bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which
thou camest. 29 And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat
this year such things as grow of themselves, and in the second
year that which springeth of the same; and in the third year
sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruits thereof.
30 And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall
yet again take root downward, and bear fruit upward. 31 For
out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape
out of mount Zion: the zeal of the LORD of hosts shall do this.
32 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria,
He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor
come before it with shield, nor cast a bank against it. 33 By the
way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not
come into this city, saith the LORD. 34 For I will defend this city,
to save it, for mine own sake, and for my servant David’s sake.

35 ¶And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the LORD
went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred
fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the
morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. 36 So Sennacherib
king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at
Nineveh. 37 And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the
house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his
sons smote him with the sword: and they escaped into the land
of Armenia. And Esar-haddon his son reigned in his stead.

207. The book of the law found
2 Kings 22:1-20

22 1 Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and
he reigned thirty and one years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s
name was Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah of Boscath. 2 And he
did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, and walked
in all the way of David his father, and turned not aside to the
right hand or to the left.

3 ¶And it came to pass in the eighteenth year of king Josiah,
that the king sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, the son of Meshul-
lam, the scribe, to the house of the LORD, saying, 4 Go up to
Hilkiah the high priest, that he may sum the silver which is
brought into the house of the LORD, which the keepers of the
door have gathered of the people: 5 And let them deliver it into
the hand of the doers of the work, that have the oversight of the
house of the LORD: and let them give it to the doers of the work
which is in the house of the LORD, to repair the breaches of the
house, 6 Unto carpenters, and builders, and masons, and to buy
timber and hewn stone to repair the house. 7 Howbeit there was
no reckoning made with them of the money that was delivered
into their hand, because they dealt faithfully.

8 ¶And Hilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan the scribe,
I have found the book of the law in the house of the LORD. And
Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it. 9 And Shaphan
the scribe came to the king, and brought the king word again,

and said, Thy servants have gathered the money that was found
in the house, and have delivered it into the hand of them that
do the work, that have the oversight of the house of the LORD.
10 And Shaphan the scribe shewed the king, saying, Hilkiah the
priest hath delivered me a book. And Shaphan read it before the
king.

11 And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words
of the book of the law, that he rent his clothes. 12 And the king
commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan,
and Achbor the son of Michaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, and
Asahiah a servant of the king’s, saying, 13 Go ye, enquire of the
LORD for me, and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning
the words of this book that is found: for great is the wrath of the
LORD that is kindled against us, because our fathers have not
hearkened unto the words of this book, to do according unto
all that which is written concerning us. 14 So Hilkiah the priest,
and Ahikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and Asahiah, went unto
Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah,
the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe; (now she dwelt in
Jerusalem in the college;) and they communed with her.

15 ¶And she said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of
Israel, Tell the man that sent you to me, 16 Thus saith the LORD,
Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, and upon the inhabi-
tants thereof, even all the words of the book which the king of
Judah hath read: 17 Because they have forsaken me, and have
burned incense unto other gods, that they might provoke me
to anger with all the works of their hands; therefore my wrath
shall be kindled against this place, and shall not be quenched.
18 But to the king of Judah which sent you to enquire of the
LORD, thus shall ye say to him, Thus saith the LORD God of
Israel, As touching the words which thou hast heard; 19 Because
thine heart was tender, and thou hast humbled thyself before
the LORD, when thou heardest what I spake against this place,
and against the inhabitants thereof, that they should become
a desolation and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and wept
before me; I also have heard thee, saith the LORD. 20 Behold
therefore, I will gather thee unto thy fathers, and thou shalt be
gathered into thy grave in peace; and thine eyes shall not see
all the evil which I will bring upon this place. And they brought
the king word again.

208. The reform and the death of Josias
2 Kings 23:1-37

23 1 And the king sent, and they gathered unto him all the elders
of Judah and of Jerusalem. 2 And the king went up into the house
of the LORD, and all the men of Judah and all the inhabitants
of Jerusalem with him, and the priests, and the prophets, and
all the people, both small and great: and he read in their ears all
the words of the book of the covenant which was found in the
house of the LORD.

3 ¶And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant before
the LORD, to walk after the LORD, and to keep his command-
ments and his testimonies and his statutes with all their heart
and all their soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were
written in this book. And all the people stood to the covenant.

4 And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, and the
priests of the second order, and the keepers of the door, to bring
forth out of the temple of the LORD all the vessels that were
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made for Baal, and for the grove, and for all the host of heaven:
and he burned them without Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron,
and carried the ashes of them unto Beth-el. 5 And he put down
the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Judah had ordained to
burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the
places round about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense
unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to
all the host of heaven. 6 And he brought out the grove from the
house of the LORD, without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron,
and burned it at the brook Kidron, and stamped it small to pow-
der, and cast the powder thereof upon the graves of the children
of the people. 7 And he brake down the houses of the sodomites,
that were by the house of the LORD, where the women wove
hangings for the grove. 8 And he brought all the priests out of
the cities of Judah, and defiled the high places where the priests
had burned incense, from Geba to Beer-sheba, and brake down
the high places of the gates that were in the entering in of the
gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which were on a man’s
left hand at the gate of the city. 9 Nevertheless the priests of the
high places came not up to the altar of the LORD in Jerusalem,
but they did eat of the unleavened bread among their brethren.
10 And he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the children
of Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his daughter to
pass through the fire to Molech. 11 And he took away the horses
that the kings of Judah had given to the sun, at the entering in
of the house of the LORD, by the chamber of Nathan-melech
the chamberlain, which was in the suburbs, and burned the
chariots of the sun with fire. 12 And the altars that were on the
top of the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah
had made, and the altars which Manasseh had made in the two
courts of the house of the LORD, did the king beat down, and
brake them down from thence, and cast the dust of them into the
brook Kidron. 13 And the high places that were before Jerusalem,
which were on the right hand of the mount of corruption, which
Solomon the king of Israel had builded for Ashtoreth the abomi-
nation of the Zidonians, and for Chemosh the abomination of
the Moabites, and for Milcom the abomination of the children
of Ammon, did the king defile. 14 And he brake in pieces the
images, and cut down the groves, and filled their places with the
bones of men.

15 ¶Moreover the altar that was at Beth-el, and the high place
which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had
made, both that altar and the high place he brake down, and
burned the high place, and stamped it small to powder, and
burned the grove. 16 And as Josiah turned himself, he spied the
sepulchres that were there in the mount, and sent, and took the
bones out of the sepulchres, and burned them upon the altar,
and polluted it, according to the word of the LORD which the
man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these words. 17 Then
he said, What title is that that I see? And the men of the city
told him, It is the sepulchre of the man of God, which came from
Judah, and proclaimed these things that thou hast done against
the altar of Beth-el. 18 And he said, Let him alone; let no man
move his bones. So they let his bones alone, with the bones of
the prophet that came out of Samaria. 19 And all the houses also
of the high places that were in the cities of Samaria, which the
kings of Israel had made to provoke the Lord to anger, Josiah

took away, and did to them according to all the acts that he had
done in Beth-el. 20 And he slew all the priests of the high places
that were there upon the altars, and burned men’s bones upon
them, and returned to Jerusalem.

21 ¶And the king commanded all the people, saying, Keep
the passover unto the LORD your God, as it is written in the
book of this covenant. 22 Surely there was not holden such a
passover from the days of the judges that judged Israel, nor in all
the days of the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah; 23 But
in the eighteenth year of king Josiah, wherein this passover was
holden to the LORD in Jerusalem.

24 ¶Moreover the workers with familiar spirits, and the wiz-
ards, and the images, and the idols, and all the abominations that
were spied in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, did Josiah put
away, that he might perform the words of the law which were
written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of
the LORD. 25 And like unto him was there no king before him,
that turned to the LORD with all his heart, and with all his soul,
and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses; neither
after him arose there any like him.

26 ¶Notwithstanding the LORD turned not from the fierce-
ness of his great wrath, wherewith his anger was kindled against
Judah, because of all the provocations that Manasseh had pro-
voked him withal. 27 And the LORD said, I will remove Judah
also out of my sight, as I have removed Israel, and will cast off
this city Jerusalem which I have chosen, and the house of which
I said, My name shall be there. 28 Now the rest of the acts of
Josiah, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

29 ¶ In his days Pharaoh-nechoh king of Egypt went up against
the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates: and king Josiah went
against him; and he slew him at Megiddo, when he had seen
him. 30 And his servants carried him in a chariot dead from
Megiddo, and brought him to Jerusalem, and buried him in his
own sepulchre. And the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son
of Josiah, and anointed him, and made him king in his father’s
stead.

31 ¶ Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he be-
gan to reign; and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. And
his mother’s name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of
Libnah. 32 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the
LORD, according to all that his fathers had done. 33 And Pharaoh-
nechoh put him in bands at Riblah in the land of Hamath, that he
might not reign in Jerusalem; and put the land to a tribute of an
hundred talents of silver, and a talent of gold. 34 And Pharaoh-
nechoh made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the room of Josiah
his father, and turned his name to Jehoiakim, and took Jehoahaz
away: and he came to Egypt, and died there. 35 And Jehoiakim
gave the silver and the gold to Pharaoh; but he taxed the land to
give the money according to the commandment of Pharaoh: he
exacted the silver and the gold of the people of the land, of every
one according to his taxation, to give it unto Pharaoh-nechoh.

36 ¶ Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began
to reign; and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his
mother’s name was Zebudah, the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah.
37 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD,
according to all that his fathers had done.
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209. The first deportation
2 Kings 24:1-20

24 1 In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and
Jehoiakim became his servant three years: then he turned and
rebelled against him. 2 And the LORD sent against him bands
of the Chaldees, and bands of the Syrians, and bands of the
Moabites, and bands of the children of Ammon, and sent them
against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the LORD,
which he spake by his servants the prophets. 3 Surely at the
commandment of the LORD came this upon Judah, to remove
them out of his sight, for the sins of Manasseh, according to all
that he did; 4 And also for the innocent blood that he shed: for
he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood; which the LORD would
not pardon.

5 ¶Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all that he did,
are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Judah? 6 So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers: and Jehoiachin his
son reigned in his stead. 7 And the king of Egypt came not again
any more out of his land: for the king of Babylon had taken from
the river of Egypt unto the river Euphrates all that pertained to
the king of Egypt.

8 ¶ Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign,
and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. And his mother’s
name was Nehushta, the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem.
9 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, ac-
cording to all that his father had done.

10 ¶At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby-
lon came up against Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. 11 And
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against the city, and his
servants did besiege it. 12 And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went
out to the king of Babylon, he, and his mother, and his servants,
and his princes, and his officers: and the king of Babylon took
him in the eighth year of his reign. 13 And he carried out thence
all the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of
the king’s house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold which
Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the LORD, as
the LORD had said. 14 And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all
the princes, and all the mighty men of valour, even ten thousand
captives, and all the craftsmen and smiths: none remained, save
the poorest sort of the people of the land. 15 And he carried away
Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the king’s mother, and the king’s
wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the land, those car-
ried he into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon. 16 And all the
men of might, even seven thousand, and craftsmen and smiths
a thousand, all that were strong and apt for war, even them the
king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon.

17 ¶And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his father’s
brother king in his stead, and changed his name to Zedekiah.
18 Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when he began
to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his
mother’s name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Lib-
nah. 19 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD,
according to all that Jehoiakim had done. 20 For through the
anger of the LORD it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, until
he had cast them out from his presence, that Zedekiah rebelled
against the king of Babylon.

210. The fall of Jerusalem
2 Kings 25:1-30

The temple is burned. The lowest point of the plan, and the
ground of everything the prophets afterwards say.

25 1 And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the
tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnez-
zar king of Babylon came, he, and all his host, against Jerusalem,
and pitched against it; and they built forts against it round about.
2 And the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king
Zedekiah. 3 And on the ninth day of the fourth month the famine
prevailed in the city, and there was no bread for the people of
the land.

4 ¶And the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled
by night by the way of the gate between two walls, which is
by the king’s garden: (now the Chaldees were against the city
round about:) and the king went the way toward the plain. 5 And
the army of the Chaldees pursued after the king, and overtook
him in the plains of Jericho: and all his army were scattered
from him. 6 So they took the king, and brought him up to the
king of Babylon to Riblah; and they gave judgment upon him.
7 And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put
out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters of brass,
and carried him to Babylon.

8 ¶And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month,
which is the nineteenth year of king Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, came Nebuzar-adan, captain of the guard, a servant of
the king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem: 9 And he burnt the house of
the LORD, and the king’s house, and all the houses of Jerusalem,
and every great man’s house burnt he with fire. 10 And all the
army of the Chaldees, that were with the captain of the guard,
brake down the walls of Jerusalem round about. 11 Now the rest
of the people that were left in the city, and the fugitives that fell
away to the king of Babylon, with the remnant of the multitude,
did Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard carry away. 12 But the
captain of the guard left of the poor of the land to be vinedressers
and husbandmen. 13 And the pillars of brass that were in the
house of the LORD, and the bases, and the brasen sea that was
in the house of the LORD, did the Chaldees break in pieces, and
carried the brass of them to Babylon. 14 And the pots, and the
shovels, and the snuffers, and the spoons, and all the vessels of
brass wherewith they ministered, took they away. 15 And the
firepans, and the bowls, and such things as were of gold, in gold,
and of silver, in silver, the captain of the guard took away. 16 The
two pillars, one sea, and the bases which Solomon had made for
the house of the LORD; the brass of all these vessels was without
weight. 17 The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, and
the chapiter upon it was brass: and the height of the chapiter
three cubits; and the wreathen work, and pomegranates upon
the chapiter round about, all of brass: and like unto these had
the second pillar with wreathen work.

18 ¶And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest,
and Zephaniah the second priest, and the three keepers of the
door: 19 And out of the city he took an officer that was set over
the men of war, and five men of them that were in the king’s
presence, which were found in the city, and the principal scribe of
the host, which mustered the people of the land, and threescore
men of the people of the land that were found in the city: 20 And
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Nebuzar-adan captain of the guard took these, and brought them
to the king of Babylon to Riblah: 21 And the king of Babylon
smote them, and slew them at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So
Judah was carried away out of their land.

22 ¶And as for the people that remained in the land of Ju-
dah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had left, even over
them he made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan,
ruler. 23 And when all the captains of the armies, they and their
men, heard that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah gov-
ernor, there came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ishmael the son
of Nethaniah, and Johanan the son of Careah, and Seraiah the
son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the son of
a Maachathite, they and their men. 24 And Gedaliah sware to
them, and to their men, and said unto them, Fear not to be the
servants of the Chaldees: dwell in the land, and serve the king
of Babylon; and it shall be well with you. 25 But it came to pass
in the seventh month, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the
son of Elishama, of the seed royal, came, and ten men with him,
and smote Gedaliah, that he died, and the Jews and the Chaldees
that were with him at Mizpah. 26 And all the people, both small
and great, and the captains of the armies, arose, and came to
Egypt: for they were afraid of the Chaldees.

27 ¶And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the
captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on
the seven and twentieth day of the month, that Evil-merodach
king of Babylon in the year that he began to reign did lift up
the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah out of prison; 28 And he
spake kindly to him, and set his throne above the throne of the
kings that were with him in Babylon; 29 And changed his prison
garments: and he did eat bread continually before him all the
days of his life. 30 And his allowance was a continual allowance
given him of the king, a daily rate for every day, all the days of
his life.

Return and Restoration
Esdras (Ezra) and Nehemias entire but for their registers, with

Esther and Judith. The Douay-Rheims prints the first two as
the First and Second Books of Esdras. Esdras 2, Nehemias 3 and
Nehemias 7 are lists of names and are passed over on the same
rule that omits Genesis 5, 10 and 36.

235. The decree of Cyrus
Ezra 1:1-11

Douay-Rheims title: the First Book of Esdras. Esdras 2, the
register of those who returned, is omitted.
1 1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word
of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the
LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made
a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in
writing, saying, 2 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD
God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and
he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which
is in Judah. 3 Who is there among you of all his people? his God
be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah,
and build the house of the LORD God of Israel, (he is the God,)
which is in Jerusalem. 4 And whosoever remaineth in any place
where he sojourneth, let the men of his place help him with

silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, beside
the freewill offering for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.

5 ¶Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Ben-
jamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit
God had raised, to go up to build the house of the LORD which
is in Jerusalem. 6 And all they that were about them strength-
ened their hands with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods,
and with beasts, and with precious things, beside all that was
willingly offered.

7 ¶Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the house
of the LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out of
Jerusalem, and had put them in the house of his gods; 8 Even
those did Cyrus king of Persia bring forth by the hand of Mithre-
dath the treasurer, and numbered them unto Sheshbazzar, the
prince of Judah. 9 And this is the number of them: thirty chargers
of gold, a thousand chargers of silver, nine and twenty knives,
10 Thirty basons of gold, silver basons of a second sort four hun-
dred and ten, and other vessels a thousand. 11 All the vessels
of gold and of silver were five thousand and four hundred. All
these did Sheshbazzar bring up with them of the captivity that
were brought up from Babylon unto Jerusalem.

236. The altar, and the foundation laid
Ezra 3:1-13

3 1 And when the seventh month was come, and the children of
Israel were in the cities, the people gathered themselves together
as one man to Jerusalem. 2 Then stood up Jeshua the son of
Jozadak, and his brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel the son
of Shealtiel, and his brethren, and builded the altar of the God
of Israel, to offer burnt offerings thereon, as it is written in the
law of Moses the man of God. 3 And they set the altar upon his
bases; for fear was upon them because of the people of those
countries: and they offered burnt offerings thereon unto the
LORD, even burnt offerings morning and evening. 4 They kept
also the feast of tabernacles, as it is written, and offered the daily
burnt offerings by number, according to the custom, as the duty
of every day required; 5 And afterward offered the continual
burnt offering, both of the new moons, and of all the set feasts of
the LORD that were consecrated, and of every one that willingly
offered a freewill offering unto the LORD. 6 From the first day
of the seventh month began they to offer burnt offerings unto
the LORD. But the foundation of the temple of the LORD was
not yet laid. 7 They gave money also unto the masons, and to
the carpenters; and meat, and drink, and oil, unto them of Zidon,
and to them of Tyre, to bring cedar trees from Lebanon to the
sea of Joppa, according to the grant that they had of Cyrus king
of Persia.

8 ¶Now in the second year of their coming unto the house of
God at Jerusalem, in the second month, began Zerubbabel the
son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the remnant
of their brethren the priests and the Levites, and all they that
were come out of the captivity unto Jerusalem; and appointed
the Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to set forward
the work of the house of the LORD. 9 Then stood Jeshua with his
sons and his brethren, Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of Judah,
together, to set forward the workmen in the house of God: the
sons of Henadad, with their sons and their brethren the Levites.
10 And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of
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the LORD, they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets,
and the Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise the
LORD, after the ordinance of David king of Israel. 11 And they
sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto
the LORD; because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever
toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout,
when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of the
house of the LORD was laid. 12 But many of the priests and
Levites and chief of the fathers, who were ancient men, that had
seen the first house, when the foundation of this house was laid
before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many shouted
aloud for joy: 13 So that the people could not discern the noise of
the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people: for
the people shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard
afar off.

238. The temple finished and dedicated
Ezra 5:1-6:22

5 1 Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the
son of Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and
Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, even unto them.
2 Then rose up Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the
son of Jozadak, and began to build the house of God which is
at Jerusalem: and with them were the prophets of God helping
them.

3 ¶At the same time came to them Tatnai, governor on this
side the river, and Shethar-boznai, and their companions, and
said thus unto them, Who hath commanded you to build this
house, and to make up this wall? 4 Then said we unto them
after this manner, What are the names of the men that make
this building? 5 But the eye of their God was upon the elders
of the Jews, that they could not cause them to cease, till the
matter came to Darius: and then they returned answer by letter
concerning this matter.

6 ¶The copy of the letter that Tatnai, governor on this side
the river, and Shethar-boznai, and his companions the Apharsa-
chites, which were on this side the river, sent unto Darius the
king: 7 They sent a letter unto him, wherein was written thus;
Unto Darius the king, all peace. 8 Be it known unto the king, that
we went into the province of Judea, to the house of the great
God, which is builded with great stones, and timber is laid in the
walls, and this work goeth fast on, and prospereth in their hands.
9 Then asked we those elders, and said unto them thus, Who
commanded you to build this house, and to make up these walls?
10 We asked their names also, to certify thee, that we might write
the names of the men that were the chief of them. 11 And thus
they returned us answer, saying, We are the servants of the God
of heaven and earth, and build the house that was builded these
many years ago, which a great king of Israel builded and set up.
12 But after that our fathers had provoked the God of heaven
unto wrath, he gave them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the
king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed this house, and
carried the people away into Babylon. 13 But in the first year of
Cyrus the king of Babylon the same king Cyrus made a decree
to build this house of God. 14 And the vessels also of gold and sil-
ver of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the
temple that was in Jerusalem, and brought them into the temple
of Babylon, those did Cyrus the king take out of the temple of

Babylon, and they were delivered unto one, whose name was
Sheshbazzar, whom he had made governor; 15 And said unto
him, Take these vessels, go, carry them into the temple that is
in Jerusalem, and let the house of God be builded in his place.
16 Then came the same Sheshbazzar, and laid the foundation
of the house of God which is in Jerusalem: and since that time
even until now hath it been in building, and yet it is not finished.
17 Now therefore, if it seem good to the king, let there be search
made in the king’s treasure house, which is there at Babylon,
whether it be so, that a decree was made of Cyrus the king to
build this house of God at Jerusalem, and let the king send his
pleasure to us concerning this matter.

6 1 Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made
in the house of the rolls, where the treasures were laid up in
Babylon. 2 And there was found at Achmetha, in the palace
that is in the province of the Medes, a roll, and therein was a
record thus written: 3 In the first year of Cyrus the king the
same Cyrus the king made a decree concerning the house of
God at Jerusalem, Let the house be builded, the place where they
offered sacrifices, and let the foundations thereof be strongly
laid; the height thereof threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof
threescore cubits; 4 With three rows of great stones, and a row
of new timber: and let the expenses be given out of the king’s
house: 5 And also let the golden and silver vessels of the house
of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took forth out of the temple
which is at Jerusalem, and brought unto Babylon, be restored,
and brought again unto the temple which is at Jerusalem, every
one to his place, and place them in the house of God. 6 Now
therefore, Tatnai, governor beyond the river, Shethar-boznai,
and your companions the Apharsachites, which are beyond the
river, be ye far from thence: 7 Let the work of this house of God
alone; let the governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews
build this house of God in his place. 8 Moreover I make a decree
what ye shall do to the elders of these Jews for the building of
this house of God: that of the king’s goods, even of the tribute
beyond the river, forthwith expenses be given unto these men,
that they be not hindered. 9 And that which they have need of,
both young bullocks, and rams, and lambs, for the burnt offerings
of the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, and oil, according to the
appointment of the priests which are at Jerusalem, let it be given
them day by day without fail: 10 That they may offer sacrifices
of sweet savours unto the God of heaven, and pray for the life
of the king, and of his sons. 11 Also I have made a decree, that
whosoever shall alter this word, let timber be pulled down from
his house, and being set up, let him be hanged thereon; and let
his house be made a dunghill for this. 12 And the God that hath
caused his name to dwell there destroy all kings and people, that
shall put to their hand to alter and to destroy this house of God
which is at Jerusalem. I Darius have made a decree; let it be done
with speed.

13 ¶Then Tatnai, governor on this side the river, Shethar-
boznai, and their companions, according to that which Darius
the king had sent, so they did speedily. 14 And the elders of the
Jews builded, and they prospered through the prophesying of
Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they
builded, and finished it, according to the commandment of the
God of Israel, and according to the commandment of Cyrus, and
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Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia. 15 And this house was
finished on the third day of the month Adar, which was in the
sixth year of the reign of Darius the king.

16 ¶And the children of Israel, the priests, and the Levites,
and the rest of the children of the captivity, kept the dedication
of this house of God with joy, 17 And offered at the dedication of
this house of God an hundred bullocks, two hundred rams, four
hundred lambs; and for a sin offering for all Israel, twelve he
goats, according to the number of the tribes of Israel. 18 And they
set the priests in their divisions, and the Levites in their courses,
for the service of God, which is at Jerusalem; as it is written in
the book of Moses. 19 And the children of the captivity kept the
passover upon the fourteenth day of the first month. 20 For the
priests and the Levites were purified together, all of them were
pure, and killed the passover for all the children of the captivity,
and for their brethren the priests, and for themselves. 21 And
the children of Israel, which were come again out of captivity,
and all such as had separated themselves unto them from the
filthiness of the heathen of the land, to seek the LORD God of
Israel, did eat, 22 And kept the feast of unleavened bread seven
days with joy: for the LORD had made them joyful, and turned
the heart of the king of Assyria unto them, to strengthen their
hands in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel.

241. Nehemias hears of the ruined walls
Nehemiah 1:1-11

Douay-Rheims title: the Book of Nehemias, which is called
the Second of Esdras.

1 1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came
to pass in the month Chisleu, in the twentieth year, as I was in
Shushan the palace, 2 That Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he
and certain men of Judah; and I asked them concerning the Jews
that had escaped, which were left of the captivity, and concerning
Jerusalem. 3 And they said unto me, The remnant that are left
of the captivity there in the province are in great affliction and
reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the
gates thereof are burned with fire.

4 ¶And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I
sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and
prayed before the God of heaven, 5 And said, I beseech thee, O
LORD God of heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth
covenant and mercy for them that love him and observe his
commandments: 6 Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes
open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, which I
pray before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel
thy servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel, which
we have sinned against thee: both I and my father’s house have
sinned. 7 We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not
kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgments,
which thou commandedst thy servant Moses. 8 Remember, I be-
seech thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant Moses,
saying, If ye transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the na-
tions: 9 But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and
do them; though there were of you cast out unto the uttermost
part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, and will
bring them unto the place that I have chosen to set my name
there. 10 Now these are thy servants and thy people, whom thou

hast redeemed by thy great power, and by thy strong hand. 11 O
Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer
of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to
fear thy name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and
grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king’s
cupbearer.

242. The night ride, and the king’s leave
Nehemiah 2:1-20

Nehemias 3, the register of the builders, is omitted.

2 1 And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth
year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine was before him: and I
took up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not
been beforetime sad in his presence. 2 Wherefore the king said
unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick?
this is nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore
afraid, 3 And said unto the king, Let the king live for ever: why
should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the place of
my fathers’ sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are
consumed with fire? 4 Then the king said unto me, For what dost
thou make request? So I prayed to the God of heaven. 5 And I
said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have
found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto
Judah, unto the city of my fathers’ sepulchres, that I may build it.
6 And the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For
how long shall thy journey be? and when wilt thou return? So
it pleased the king to send me; and I set him a time. 7 Moreover I
said unto the king, If it please the king, let letters be given me to
the governors beyond the river, that they may convey me over
till I come into Judah; 8 And a letter unto Asaph the keeper of
the king’s forest, that he may give me timber to make beams
for the gates of the palace which appertained to the house, and
for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall enter into.
And the king granted me, according to the good hand of my God
upon me.

9 ¶Then I came to the governors beyond the river, and gave
them the king’s letters. Now the king had sent captains of the
army and horsemen with me. 10 When Sanballat the Horonite,
and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved
them exceedingly that there was come a man to seek the welfare
of the children of Israel. 11 So I came to Jerusalem, and was there
three days.

12 ¶And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me;
neither told I any man what my God had put in my heart to do at
Jerusalem: neither was there any beast with me, save the beast
that I rode upon. 13 And I went out by night by the gate of the
valley, even before the dragon well, and to the dung port, and
viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were broken down, and
the gates thereof were consumed with fire. 14 Then I went on to
the gate of the fountain, and to the king’s pool: but there was no
place for the beast that was under me to pass. 15 Then went I up
in the night by the brook, and viewed the wall, and turned back,
and entered by the gate of the valley, and so returned. 16 And
the rulers knew not whither I went, or what I did; neither had
I as yet told it to the Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the nobles,
nor to the rulers, nor to the rest that did the work.
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17 ¶Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are

in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are burned
with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that
we be no more a reproach. 18 Then I told them of the hand of my
God which was good upon me; as also the king’s words that he
had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. So
they strengthened their hands for this good work. 19 But when
Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite,
and Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn,
and despised us, and said, What is this thing that ye do? will ye
rebel against the king? 20 Then answered I them, and said unto
them, The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his
servants will arise and build: but ye have no portion, nor right,
nor memorial, in Jerusalem.

245. Esdras reads the law
Nehemiah 8:1-18

"The joy of the Lord is our strength." The people hear the law
they had lost, and the restored community is constituted around
it.

8 1 And all the people gathered themselves together as one
man into the street that was before the water gate; and they
spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of
Moses, which the LORD had commanded to Israel. 2 And Ezra
the priest brought the law before the congregation both of men
and women, and all that could hear with understanding, upon
the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read therein be-
fore the street that was before the water gate from the morning
until midday, before the men and the women, and those that
could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive
unto the book of the law. 4 And Ezra the scribe stood upon a
pulpit of wood, which they had made for the purpose; and be-
side him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and Urijah,
and Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on his right hand; and on his left
hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, and Hashum, and
Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam. 5 And Ezra opened the
book in the sight of all the people; (for he was above all the peo-
ple;) and when he opened it, all the people stood up: 6 And Ezra
blessed the LORD, the great God. And all the people answered,
Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they bowed their
heads, and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground.
7 Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai,
Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and
the Levites, caused the people to understand the law: and the
people stood in their place. 8 So they read in the book in the
law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to
understand the reading.

9 ¶And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest
the scribe, and the Levites that taught the people, said unto all
the people, This day is holy unto the LORD your God; mourn
not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they heard the
words of the law. 10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat
the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for
whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord:
neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength.
11 So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, Hold your peace,
for the day is holy; neither be ye grieved. 12 And all the people

went their way to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and to
make great mirth, because they had understood the words that
were declared unto them.

13 ¶And on the second day were gathered together the chief
of the fathers of all the people, the priests, and the Levites, unto
Ezra the scribe, even to understand the words of the law. 14 And
they found written in the law which the LORD had commanded
by Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in booths in
the feast of the seventh month: 15 And that they should publish
and proclaim in all their cities, and in Jerusalem, saying, Go forth
unto the mount, and fetch olive branches, and pine branches,
and myrtle branches, and palm branches, and branches of thick
trees, to make booths, as it is written.

16 ¶ So the people went forth, and brought them, and made
themselves booths, every one upon the roof of his house, and in
their courts, and in the courts of the house of God, and in the
street of the water gate, and in the street of the gate of Ephraim.
17 And all the congregation of them that were come again out of
the captivity made booths, and sat under the booths: for since
the days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that day had not the
children of Israel done so. And there was very great gladness.
18 Also day by day, from the first day unto the last day, he read
in the book of the law of God. And they kept the feast seven
days; and on the eighth day was a solemn assembly, according
unto the manner.

246. The great confession
Nehemiah 9:1-38

The whole of salvation history to this point, recited by the
people themselves - the nearest thing in scripture to this plan’s
own table of contents.

9 1 Now in the twenty and fourth day of this month the children
of Israel were assembled with fasting, and with sackclothes, and
earth upon them. 2 And the seed of Israel separated themselves
from all strangers, and stood and confessed their sins, and the
iniquities of their fathers. 3 And they stood up in their place, and
read in the book of the law of the LORD their God one fourth
part of the day; and another fourth part they confessed, and
worshipped the LORD their God.

4 ¶Then stood up upon the stairs, of the Levites, Jeshua, and
Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani,
and cried with a loud voice unto the LORD their God. 5 Then
the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabniah, Sherebiah,
Hodijah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said, Stand up and bless the
LORD your God for ever and ever: and blessed be thy glorious
name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise. 6 Thou,
even thou, art LORD alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven
of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things that are
therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and thou preservest
them all; and the host of heaven worshippeth thee. 7 Thou art
the LORD the God, who didst choose Abram, and broughtest
him forth out of Ur of the Chaldees, and gavest him the name
of Abraham; 8 And foundest his heart faithful before thee, and
madest a covenant with him to give the land of the Canaanites,
the Hittites, the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Jebusites,
and the Girgashites, to give it, I say, to his seed, and hast per-
formed thy words; for thou art righteous: 9 And didst see the
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affliction of our fathers in Egypt, and heardest their cry by the
Red sea; 10 And shewedst signs and wonders upon Pharaoh, and
on all his servants, and on all the people of his land: for thou
knewest that they dealt proudly against them. So didst thou
get thee a name, as it is this day. 11 And thou didst divide the
sea before them, so that they went through the midst of the
sea on the dry land; and their persecutors thou threwest into
the deeps, as a stone into the mighty waters. 12 Moreover thou
leddest them in the day by a cloudy pillar; and in the night by a
pillar of fire, to give them light in the way wherein they should
go. 13 Thou camest down also upon mount Sinai, and spakest
with them from heaven, and gavest them right judgments, and
true laws, good statutes and commandments: 14 And madest
known unto them thy holy sabbath, and commandedst them
precepts, statutes, and laws, by the hand of Moses thy servant:
15 And gavest them bread from heaven for their hunger, and
broughtest forth water for them out of the rock for their thirst,
and promisedst them that they should go in to possess the land
which thou hadst sworn to give them. 16 But they and our fa-
thers dealt proudly, and hardened their necks, and hearkened
not to thy commandments, 17 And refused to obey, neither were
mindful of thy wonders that thou didst among them; but hard-
ened their necks, and in their rebellion appointed a captain to
return to their bondage: but thou art a God ready to pardon,
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and
forsookest them not. 18 Yea, when they had made them a molten
calf, and said, This is thy God that brought thee up out of Egypt,
and had wrought great provocations; 19 Yet thou in thy mani-
fold mercies forsookest them not in the wilderness: the pillar of
the cloud departed not from them by day, to lead them in the
way; neither the pillar of fire by night, to shew them light, and
the way wherein they should go. 20 Thou gavest also thy good
spirit to instruct them, and withheldest not thy manna from their
mouth, and gavest them water for their thirst. 21 Yea, forty years
didst thou sustain them in the wilderness, so that they lacked
nothing; their clothes waxed not old, and their feet swelled not.
22 Moreover thou gavest them kingdoms and nations, and didst
divide them into corners: so they possessed the land of Sihon,
and the land of the king of Heshbon, and the land of Og king of
Bashan. 23 Their children also multipliedst thou as the stars of
heaven, and broughtest them into the land, concerning which
thou hadst promised to their fathers, that they should go in to
possess it. 24 So the children went in and possessed the land,
and thou subduedst before them the inhabitants of the land, the
Canaanites, and gavest them into their hands, with their kings,
and the people of the land, that they might do with them as
they would. 25 And they took strong cities, and a fat land, and
possessed houses full of all goods, wells digged, vineyards, and
oliveyards, and fruit trees in abundance: so they did eat, and
were filled, and became fat, and delighted themselves in thy great
goodness. 26 Nevertheless they were disobedient, and rebelled
against thee, and cast thy law behind their backs, and slew thy
prophets which testified against them to turn them to thee, and
they wrought great provocations. 27 Therefore thou deliveredst
them into the hand of their enemies, who vexed them: and in the
time of their trouble, when they cried unto thee, thou heardest
them from heaven; and according to thy manifold mercies thou

gavest them saviours, who saved them out of the hand of their
enemies. 28 But after they had rest, they did evil again before
thee: therefore leftest thou them in the hand of their enemies, so
that they had the dominion over them: yet when they returned,
and cried unto thee, thou heardest them from heaven; and many
times didst thou deliver them according to thy mercies; 29 And
testifiedst against them, that thou mightest bring them again
unto thy law: yet they dealt proudly, and hearkened not unto
thy commandments, but sinned against thy judgments, (which
if a man do, he shall live in them;) and withdrew the shoul-
der, and hardened their neck, and would not hear. 30 Yet many
years didst thou forbear them, and testifiedst against them by
thy spirit in thy prophets: yet would they not give ear: there-
fore gavest thou them into the hand of the people of the lands.
31 Nevertheless for thy great mercies’ sake thou didst not utterly
consume them, nor forsake them; for thou art a gracious and
merciful God. 32 Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty,
and the terrible God, who keepest covenant and mercy, let not
all the trouble seem little before thee, that hath come upon us,
on our kings, on our princes, and on our priests, and on our
prophets, and on our fathers, and on all thy people, since the
time of the kings of Assyria unto this day. 33 Howbeit thou art
just in all that is brought upon us; for thou hast done right, but
we have done wickedly: 34 Neither have our kings, our princes,
our priests, nor our fathers, kept thy law, nor hearkened unto
thy commandments and thy testimonies, wherewith thou didst
testify against them. 35 For they have not served thee in their
kingdom, and in thy great goodness that thou gavest them, and
in the large and fat land which thou gavest before them, neither
turned they from their wicked works. 36 Behold, we are servants
this day, and for the land that thou gavest unto our fathers to eat
the fruit thereof and the good thereof, behold, we are servants in
it: 37 And it yieldeth much increase unto the kings whom thou
hast set over us because of our sins: also they have dominion
over our bodies, and over our cattle, at their pleasure, and we
are in great distress. 38 And because of all this we make a sure
covenant, and write it; and our princes, Levites, and priests, seal
unto it.

Maccabean Revolt
1 Machabees entire, with the two martyr chapters of 2 Mach-

abees. Both books are deuterocanonical and belong to the 73-
book canon; an abridgement built on a 66-book canon has no
period here at all, and the centuries before Christ go silent.

263. The desolation of the sanctuary
1 Maccabees 1:1-67

The Greek kingdoms, and the abomination set upon the altar.
Deuterocanonical.

This edition does not carry this reading.
1Mach 1:65 is past 1Mach 1:64, the last verse this edition prints in
that chapter; record where this edition carries it in its verse aliases, or
correct the citation
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264. Mathathias, and the beginning of the revolt
1 Maccabees 2:1-70

2 1 In those days arose Mattathias the son of John, the son
of Simeon, a priest of the sons of Joarib, from Jerusalem, and
dwelt in Modin. 2 And he had five sons, Joannan, called Cad-
dis: 3 Simon; called Thassi: 4 Judas, who was called Maccabeus:
5 Eleazar, called Avaran: and Jonathan, whose surname was Ap-
phus. 6 And when he saw the blasphemies that were committed
in Juda and Jerusalem, 7 He said, Woe is me! wherefore was I born
to see this misery of my people, and of the holy city, and to dwell
there, when it was delivered into the hand of the enemy, and the
sanctuary into the hand of strangers? 8 Her temple is become
as a man without glory. 9 Her glorious vessels are carried away
into captivity, her infants are slain in the streets, her young men
with the sword of the enemy. 10 What nation hath not had a part
in her kingdom and gotten of her spoils? 11 All her ornaments
are taken away; of a free woman she is become a bondslave.
12 And, behold, our sanctuary, even our beauty and our glory,
is laid waste, and the Gentiles have profaned it. 13 To what end
therefore shall we live any longer? 14 Then Mattathias and his
sons rent their clothes, and put on sackcloth, and mourned very
sore. 15 In the mean while the king’s officers, such as compelled
the people to revolt, came into the city Modin, to make them sac-
rifice. 16 And when many of Israel came unto them, Mattathias
also and his sons came together. 17 Then answered the king’s
officers, and said to Mattathias on this wise, Thou art a ruler, and
an honourable and great man in this city, and strengthened with
sons and brethren: 18 Now therefore come thou first, and fulfil
the king’s commandment, like as all the heathen have done, yea,
and the men of Juda also, and such as remain at Jerusalem: so
shalt thou and thy house be in the number of the king’s friends,
and thou and thy children shall be honoured with silver and gold,
and many rewards. 19 Then Mattathias answered and spake with
a loud voice, Though all the nations that are under the king’s
dominion obey him, and fall away every one from the religion
of their fathers, and give consent to his commandments: 20 Yet
will I and my sons and my brethren walk in the covenant of our
fathers. 21 God forbid that we should forsake the law and the
ordinances. 22 We will not hearken to the king’s words, to go
from our religion, either on the right hand, or the left. 23 Now
when he had left speaking these words, there came one of the
Jews in the sight of all to sacrifice on the altar which was at
Modin, according to the king’s commandment. 24 Which thing
when Mattathias saw, he was inflamed with zeal, and his reins
trembled, neither could he forbear to shew his anger accord-
ing to judgment: wherefore he ran, and slew him upon the altar.
25 Also the king’s commissioner, who compelled men to sacrifice,
he killed at that time, and the altar he pulled down. 26 Thus dealt
he zealously for the law of God like as Phinees did unto Zambri
the son of Salom. 27 And Mattathias cried throughout the city
with a loud voice, saying, Whosoever is zealous of the law, and
maintaineth the covenant, let him follow me. 28 So he and his
sons fled into the mountains, and left all that ever they had in the
city. 29 Then many that sought after justice and judgment went
down into the wilderness, to dwell there: 30 Both they, and their
children, and their wives; and their cattle; because afflictions
increased sore upon them. 31 Now when it was told the king’s

servants, and the host that was at Jerusalem, in the city of David,
that certain men, who had broken the king’s commandment,
were gone down into the secret places in the wilderness, 32 They
pursued after them a great number, and having overtaken them,
they camped against them, and made war against them on the
sabbath day. 33 And they said unto them, Let that which ye have
done hitherto suffice; come forth, and do according to the com-
mandment of the king, and ye shall live. 34 But they said, We will
not come forth, neither will we do the king’s commandment, to
profane the sabbath day. 35 So then they gave them the battle
with all speed. 36 Howbeit they answered them not, neither cast
they a stone at them, nor stopped the places where they lay hid;
37 But said, Let us die all in our innocency: heaven and earth will
testify for us, that ye put us to death wrongfully. 38 So they rose
up against them in battle on the sabbath, and they slew them,
with their wives and children and their cattle, to the number
of a thousand people. 39 Now when Mattathias and his friends
understood hereof, they mourned for them right sore. 40 And
one of them said to another, If we all do as our brethren have
done, and fight not for our lives and laws against the heathen,
they will now quickly root us out of the earth. 41 At that time
therefore they decreed, saying, Whosoever shall come to make
battle with us on the sabbath day, we will fight against him;
neither will we die all, as our brethren that were murdered in
the secret places. 42 Then came there unto him a company of
Assideans who were mighty men of Israel, even all such as were
voluntarily devoted unto the law. 43 Also all they that fled for
persecution joined themselves unto them, and were a stay unto
them. 44 So they joined their forces, and smote sinful men in
their anger, and wicked men in their wrath: but the rest fled to
the heathen for succour. 45 Then Mattathias and his friends went
round about, and pulled down the altars: 46 And what children
soever they found within the coast of Israel uncircumcised, those
they circumcised valiantly. 47 They pursued also after the proud
men, and the work prospered in their hand. 48 So they recovered
the law out of the hand of the Gentiles, and out of the hand of
kings, neither suffered they the sinner to triumph. 49 Now when
the time drew near that Mattathias should die, he said unto his
sons, Now hath pride and rebuke gotten strength, and the time
of destruction, and the wrath of indignation: 50 Now therefore,
my sons, be ye zealous for the law, and give your lives for the
covenant of your fathers. 51 Call to remembrance what acts our
fathers did in their time; so shall ye receive great honour and an
everlasting name. 52 Was not Abraham found faithful in tempta-
tion, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness? 53 Joseph
in the time of his distress kept the commandment and was made
lord of Egypt. 54 Phinees our father in being zealous and fervent
obtained the covenant of an everlasting priesthood. 55 Jesus for
fulfilling the word was made a judge in Israel. 56 Caleb for bear-
ing witness before the congregation received the heritage of
the land. 57 David for being merciful possessed the throne of
an everlasting kingdom. 58 Elias for being zealous and fervent
for the law was taken up into heaven. 59 Ananias, Azarias, and
Misael, by believing were saved out of the flame. 60 Daniel for
his innocency was delivered from the mouth of lions. 61 And
thus consider ye throughout all ages, that none that put their
trust in him shall be overcome. 62 Fear not then the words of a
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sinful man: for his glory shall be dung and worms. 63 To day he
shall be lifted up and to morrow he shall not be found, because
he is returned into his dust, and his thought is come to nothing.
64 Wherefore, ye my sons, be valiant and shew yourselves men
in the behalf of the law; for by it shall ye obtain glory. 65 And
behold, I know that your brother Simon is a man of counsel,
give ear unto him alway: he shall be a father unto you. 66 As for
Judas Maccabeus, he hath been mighty and strong, even from
his youth up: let him be your captain, and fight the battle of the
people. 67 Take also unto you all those that observe the law, and
avenge ye the wrong of your people. 68 Recompense fully the
heathen, and take heed to the commandments of the law. 69 So
he blessed them, and was gathered to his fathers. 70 And he died
in the hundred forty and sixth year, and his sons buried him in
the sepulchres of his fathers at Modin, and all Israel made great
lamentation for him.

265. Judas Machabeus takes the lead
1 Maccabees 3:1-60

3 1 Then his son Judas, called Maccabeus, rose up in his stead.
2 And all his brethren helped him, and so did all they that held
with his father, and they fought with cheerfulness the battle of
Israel. 3 So he gat his people great honour, and put on a breast-
plate as a giant, and girt his warlike harness about him, and he
made battles, protecting the host with his sword. 4 In his acts
he was like a lion, and like a lion’s whelp roaring for his prey.
5 For He pursued the wicked, and sought them out, and burnt
up those that vexed his people. 6 Wherefore the wicked shrunk
for fear of him, and all the workers of iniquity were troubled,
because salvation prospered in his hand. 7 He grieved also many
kings, and made Jacob glad with his acts, and his memorial is
blessed for ever. 8 Moreover he went through the cities of Juda,
destroying the ungodly out of them, and turning away wrath
from Israel: 9 So that he was renowned unto the utmost part
of the earth, and he received unto him such as were ready to
perish. 10 Then Apollonius gathered the Gentiles together, and a
great host out of Samaria, to fight against Israel. 11 Which thing
when Judas perceived, he went forth to meet him, and so he
smote him, and slew him: many also fell down slain, but the
rest fled. 12 Wherefore Judas took their spoils, and Apollonius’
sword also, and therewith he fought all his life long. 13 Now
when Seron, a prince of the army of Syria, heard say that Judas
had gathered unto him a multitude and company of the faith-
ful to go out with him to war; 14 He said, I will get me a name
and honour in the kingdom; for I will go fight with Judas and
them that are with him, who despise the king’s commandment.
15 So he made him ready to go up, and there went with him a
mighty host of the ungodly to help him, and to be avenged of
the children of Israel. 16 And when he came near to the going up
of Bethhoron, Judas went forth to meet him with a small com-
pany: 17 Who, when they saw the host coming to meet them,
said unto Judas, How shall we be able, being so few, to fight
against so great a multitude and so strong, seeing we are ready
to faint with fasting all this day? 18 Unto whom Judas answered,
It is no hard matter for many to be shut up in the hands of a
few; and with the God of heaven it is all one, to deliver with a
great multitude, or a small company: 19 For the victory of battle
standeth not in the multitude of an host; but strength cometh

from heaven. 20 They come against us in much pride and iniq-
uity to destroy us, and our wives and children, and to spoil us:
21 But we fight for our lives and our laws. 22 Wherefore the Lord
himself will overthrow them before our face: and as for you, be
ye not afraid of them. 23 Now as soon as he had left off speak-
ing, he leapt suddenly upon them, and so Seron and his host
was overthrown before him. 24 And they pursued them from
the going down of Bethhoron unto the plain, where were slain
about eight hundred men of them; and the residue fled into the
land of the Philistines. 25 Then began the fear of Judas and his
brethren, and an exceeding great dread, to fall upon the nations
round about them: 26 Insomuch as his fame came unto the king,
and all nations talked of the battles of Judas. 27 Now when king
Antiochus heard these things, he was full of indignation: where-
fore he sent and gathered together all the forces of his realm,
even a very strong army. 28 He opened also his treasure, and
gave his soldiers pay for a year, commanding them to be ready
whensoever he should need them. 29 Nevertheless, when he saw
that the money of his treasures failed and that the tributes in the
country were small, because of the dissension and plague, which
he had brought upon the land in taking away the laws which
had been of old time; 30 He feared that he should not be able to
bear the charges any longer, nor to have such gifts to give so
liberally as he did before: for he had abounded above the kings
that were before him. 31 Wherefore, being greatly perplexed in
his mind, he determined to go into Persia, there to take the trib-
utes of the countries, and to gather much money. 32 So he left
Lysias, a nobleman, and one of the blood royal, to oversee the
affairs of the king from the river Euphrates unto the borders of
Egypt: 33 And to bring up his son Antiochus, until he came again.
34 Moreover he delivered unto him the half of his forces, and the
elephants, and gave him charge of all things that he would have
done, as also concerning them that dwelt in Juda and Jerusalem:
35 To wit, that he should send an army against them, to destroy
and root out the strength of Israel, and the remnant of Jerusalem,
and to take away their memorial from that place; 36 And that he
should place strangers in all their quarters, and divide their land
by lot. 37 So the king took the half of the forces that remained,
and departed from Antioch, his royal city, the hundred forty and
seventh year; and having passed the river Euphrates, he went
through the high countries. 38 Then Lysias chose Ptolemee the
son of Dorymenes, Nicanor, and Gorgias, mighty men of the
king’s friends: 39 And with them he sent forty thousand foot-
men, and seven thousand horsemen, to go into the land of Juda,
and to destroy it, as the king commanded. 40 So they went forth
with all their power, and came and pitched by Emmaus in the
plain country. 41 And the merchants of the country, hearing the
fame of them, took silver and gold very much, with servants,
and came into the camp to buy the children of Israel for slaves: a
power also of Syria and of the land of the Philistines joined them-
selves unto them. 42 Now when Judas and his brethren saw that
miseries were multiplied, and that the forces did encamp them-
selves in their borders: for they knew how the king had given
commandment to destroy the people, and utterly abolish them;
43 They said one to another, Let us restore the decayed fortune
of our people, and let us fight for our people and the sanctuary.
44 Then was the congregation gathered together, that they might
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be ready for battle, and that they might pray, and ask mercy and
compassion. 45 Now Jerusalem lay void as a wilderness, there
was none of her children that went in or out: the sanctuary
also was trodden down, and aliens kept the strong hold; the
heathen had their habitation in that place; and joy was taken
from Jacob, and the pipe with the harp ceased. 46 Wherefore the
Israelites assembled themselves together, and came to Maspha,
over against Jerusalem; for in Maspha was the place where they
prayed aforetime in Israel. 47 Then they fasted that day, and put
on sackcloth, and cast ashes upon their heads, and rent their
clothes, 48 And laid open the book of the law, wherein the hea-
then had sought to paint the likeness of their images. 49 They
brought also the priests’ garments, and the firstfruits, and the
tithes: and the Nazarites they stirred up, who had accomplished
their days. 50 Then cried they with a loud voice toward heaven,
saying, What shall we do with these, and whither shall we carry
them away? 51 For thy sanctuary is trodden down and profaned,
and thy priests are in heaviness, and brought low. 52 And lo, the
heathen are assembled together against us to destroy us: what
things they imagine against us, thou knowest. 53 How shall we
be able to stand against them, except thou, O God, be our help?
54 Then sounded they with trumpets, and cried with a loud voice.
55 And after this Judas ordained captains over the people, even
captains over thousands, and over hundreds, and over fifties,
and over tens. 56 But as for such as were building houses, or had
betrothed wives, or were planting vineyards, or were fearful,
those he commanded that they should return, every man to his
own house, according to the law. 57 So the camp removed, and
pitched upon the south side of Emmaus. 58 And Judas said, arm
yourselves, and be valiant men, and see that ye be in readiness
against the morning, that ye may fight with these nations, that
are assembled together against us to destroy us and our sanctu-
ary: 59 For it is better for us to die in battle, than to behold the
calamities of our people and our sanctuary. 60 Nevertheless, as
the will of God is in heaven, so let him do.

267. The sanctuary cleansed
1 Maccabees 4:36-61

The dedication kept afterwards as a feast, and named in St.
John 10:22, which this plan reads.

4 36 Then said Judas and his brethren, Behold, our enemies are
discomfited: let us go up to cleanse and dedicate the sanctuary.
37 Upon this all the host assembled themselves together, and
went up into mount Sion. 38 And when they saw the sanctuary
desolate, and the altar profaned, and the gates burned up, and
shrubs growing in the courts as in a forest, or in one of the
mountains, yea, and the priests’ chambers pulled down; 39 They
rent their clothes, and made great lamentation, and cast ashes
upon their heads, 40 And fell down flat to the ground upon their
faces, and blew an alarm with the trumpets, and cried toward
heaven. 41 Then Judas appointed certain men to fight against
those that were in the fortress, until he had cleansed the sanc-
tuary. 42 So he chose priests of blameless conversation, such as
had pleasure in the law: 43 Who cleansed the sanctuary, and
bare out the defiled stones into an unclean place. 44 And when
as they consulted what to do with the altar of burnt offerings,
which was profaned; 45 They thought it best to pull it down, lest

it should be a reproach to them, because the heathen had defiled
it: wherefore they pulled it down, 46 And laid up the stones in the
mountain of the temple in a convenient place, until there should
come a prophet to shew what should be done with them. 47 Then
they took whole stones according to the law, and built a new
altar according to the former; 48 And made up the sanctuary, and
the things that were within the temple, and hallowed the courts.
49 They made also new holy vessels, and into the temple they
brought the candlestick, and the altar of burnt offerings, and
of incense, and the table. 50 And upon the altar they burned in-
cense, and the lamps that were upon the candlestick they lighted,
that they might give light in the temple. 51 Furthermore they set
the loaves upon the table, and spread out the veils, and finished
all the works which they had begun to make. 52 Now on the
five and twentieth day of the ninth month, which is called the
month Casleu, in the hundred forty and eighth year, they rose
up betimes in the morning, 53 And offered sacrifice according to
the law upon the new altar of burnt offerings, which they had
made. 54 Look, at what time and what day the heathen had pro-
faned it, even in that was it dedicated with songs, and citherns,
and harps, and cymbals. 55 Then all the people fell upon their
faces, worshipping and praising the God of heaven, who had
given them good success. 56 And so they kept the dedication of
the altar eight days and offered burnt offerings with gladness,
and sacrificed the sacrifice of deliverance and praise. 57 They
decked also the forefront of the temple with crowns of gold, and
with shields; and the gates and the chambers they renewed, and
hanged doors upon them. 58 Thus was there very great gladness
among the people, for that the reproach of the heathen was put
away. 59 Moreover Judas and his brethren with the whole con-
gregation of Israel ordained, that the days of the dedication of
the altar should be kept in their season from year to year by
the space of eight days, from the five and twentieth day of the
month Casleu, with mirth and gladness. 60 At that time also they
builded up the mount Sion with high walls and strong towers
round about, lest the Gentiles should come and tread it down as
they had done before. 61 And they set there a garrison to keep
it, and fortified Bethsura to preserve it; that the people might
have a defence against Idumea.

272. The death of Judas; Jonathan succeeds
1 Maccabees 9:1-73

9 1 Furthermore, when Demetrius heard the Nicanor and his
host were slain in battle, he sent Bacchides and Alcimus into the
land of Judea the second time, and with them the chief strength
of his host: 2 Who went forth by the way that leadeth to Gal-
gala, and pitched their tents before Masaloth, which is in Arbela,
and after they had won it, they slew much people. 3 Also the
first month of the hundred fifty and second year they encamped
before Jerusalem: 4 From whence they removed, and went to
Berea, with twenty thousand footmen and two thousand horse-
men. 5 Now Judas had pitched his tents at Eleasa, and three
thousand chosen men with him: 6 Who seeing the multitude of
the other army to be so great were sore afraid; whereupon many
conveyed themselves out of the host, insomuch as abode of them
no more but eight hundred men. 7 When Judas therefore saw
that his host slipt away, and that the battle pressed upon him, he
was sore troubled in mind, and much distressed, for that he had
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no time to gather them together. 8 Nevertheless unto them that
remained he said, Let us arise and go up against our enemies,
if peradventure we may be able to fight with them. 9 But they
dehorted him, saying, We shall never be able: let us now rather
save our lives, and hereafter we will return with our brethren,
and fight against them: for we are but few. 10 Then Judas said,
God forbid that I should do this thing, and flee away from them:
if our time be come, let us die manfully for our brethren, and
let us not stain our honour. 11 With that the host of Bacchides
removed out of their tents, and stood over against them, their
horsemen being divided into two troops, and their slingers and
archers going before the host and they that marched in the fore-
ward were all mighty men. 12 As for Bacchides, he was in the
right wing: so the host drew near on the two parts, and sounded
their trumpets. 13 They also of Judas’ side, even they sounded
their trumpets also, so that the earth shook at the noise of the
armies, and the battle continued from morning till night. 14 Now
when Judas perceived that Bacchides and the strength of his
army were on the right side, he took with him all the hardy men,
15 Who discomfited the right wing, and pursued them unto the
mount Azotus. 16 But when they of the left wing saw that they
of the right wing were discomfited, they followed upon Judas
and those that were with him hard at the heels from behind:
17 Whereupon there was a sore battle, insomuch as many were
slain on both parts. 18 Judas also was killed, and the remnant
fled. 19 Then Jonathan and Simon took Judas their brother, and
buried him in the sepulchre of his fathers in Modin. 20 Moreover
they bewailed him, and all Israel made great lamentation for
him, and mourned many days, saying, 21 How is the valiant man
fallen, that delivered Israel! 22 As for the other things concern-
ing Judas and his wars, and the noble acts which he did, and
his greatness, they are not written: for they were very many.
23 Now after the death of Judas the wicked began to put forth
their heads in all the coasts of Israel, and there arose up all
such as wrought iniquity. 24 In those days also was there a very
great famine, by reason whereof the country revolted, and went
with them. 25 Then Bacchides chose the wicked men, and made
them lords of the country. 26 And they made enquiry and search
for Judas’ friends, and brought them unto Bacchides, who took
vengeance of them, and used them despitefully. 27 So was there
a great affliction in Israel, the like whereof was not since the
time that a prophet was not seen among them. 28 For this cause
all Judas’ friends came together, and said unto Jonathan, 29 Since
thy brother Judas died, we have no man like him to go forth
against our enemies, and Bacchides, and against them of our
nation that are adversaries to us. 30 Now therefore we have cho-
sen thee this day to be our prince and captain in his stead, that
thou mayest fight our battles. 31 Upon this Jonathan took the
governance upon him at that time, and rose up instead of his
brother Judas. 32 But when Bacchides gat knowledge thereof, he
sought for to slay him 33 Then Jonathan, and Simon his brother,
and all that were with him, perceiving that, fled into the wilder-
ness of Thecoe, and pitched their tents by the water of the pool
Asphar. 34 Which when Bacchides understood, he came near to
Jordan with all his host upon the sabbath day. 35 Now Jonathan
had sent his brother John, a captain of the people, to pray his
friends the Nabathites, that they might leave with them their car-

riage, which was much. 36 But the children of Jambri came out
of Medaba, and took John, and all that he had, and went their
way with it. 37 After this came word to Jonathan and Simon
his brother, that the children of Jambri made a great marriage,
and were bringing the bride from Nadabatha with a great train,
as being the daughter of one of the great princes of Chanaan.
38 Therefore they remembered John their brother, and went up,
and hid themselves under the covert of the mountain: 39 Where
they lifted up their eyes, and looked, and, behold, there was
much ado and great carriage: and the bridegroom came forth,
and his friends and brethren, to meet them with drums, and
instruments of musick, and many weapons. 40 Then Jonathan
and they that were with him rose up against them from the
place where they lay in ambush, and made a slaughter of them
in such sort, as many fell down dead, and the remnant fled into
the mountain, and they took all their spoils. 41 Thus was the
marriage turned into mourning, and the noise of their melody
into lamentation. 42 So when they had avenged fully the blood of
their brother, they turned again to the marsh of Jordan. 43 Now
when Bacchides heard hereof, he came on the sabbath day unto
the banks of Jordan with a great power. 44 Then Jonathan said
to his company, Let us go up now and fight for our lives, for it
standeth not with us to day, as in time past: 45 For, behold, the
battle is before us and behind us, and the water of Jordan on
this side and that side, the marsh likewise and wood, neither is
there place for us to turn aside. 46 Wherefore cry ye now unto
heaven, that ye may be delivered from the hand of your enemies.
47 With that they joined battle, and Jonathan stretched forth his
hand to smite Bacchides, but he turned back from him. 48 Then
Jonathan and they that were with him leapt into Jordan, and
swam over unto the other bank: howbeit the other passed not
over Jordan unto them. 49 So there were slain of Bacchides’ side
that day about a thousand men. 50 Afterward returned Bacchides
to Jerusalem and repaired the strong cites in Judea; the fort in
Jericho, and Emmaus, and Bethhoron, and Beth-el, and Tham-
natha, Pharathoni, and Taphon, these did he strengthen with
high walls, with gates and with bars. 51 And in them he set a
garrison, that they might work malice upon Israel. 52 He fortified
also the city Bethsura, and Gazera, and the tower, and put forces
in them, and provision of victuals. 53 Besides, he took the chief
men’s sons in the country for hostages, and put them into the
tower at Jerusalem to be kept. 54 Moreover in the hundred fifty
and third year, in the second month, Alcimus commanded that
the wall of the inner court of the sanctuary should be pulled
down; he pulled down also the works of the prophets 55 And as
he began to pull down, even at that time was Alcimus plagued,
and his enterprizes hindered: for his mouth was stopped, and
he was taken with a palsy, so that he could no more speak any
thing, nor give order concerning his house. 56 So Alcimus died
at that time with great torment. 57 Now when Bacchides saw
that Alcimus was dead, he returned to the king: whereupon the
land of Judea was in rest two years. 58 Then all the ungodly men
held a council, saying, Behold, Jonathan and his company are
at ease, and dwell without care: now therefore we will bring
Bacchides hither, who shall take them all in one night. 59 So they
went and consulted with him. 60 Then removed he, and came
with a great host, and sent letters privily to his adherents in
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Judea, that they should take Jonathan and those that were with
him: howbeit they could not, because their counsel was known
unto them. 61 Wherefore they took of the men of the country,
that were authors of that mischief, about fifty persons, and slew
them. 62 Afterward Jonathan, and Simon, and they that were
with him, got them away to Bethbasi, which is in the wilder-
ness, and they repaired the decays thereof, and made it strong.
63 Which thing when Bacchides knew, he gathered together all
his host, and sent word to them that were of Judea. 64 Then went
he and laid siege against Bethbasi; and they fought against it
a long season and made engines of war. 65 But Jonathan left
his brother Simon in the city, and went forth himself into the
country, and with a certain number went he forth. 66 And he
smote Odonarkes and his brethren, and the children of Phasiron
in their tent. 67 And when he began to smite them, and came up
with his forces, Simon and his company went out of the city, and
burned up the engines of war, 68 And fought against Bacchides,
who was discomfited by them, and they afflicted him sore: for
his counsel and travail was in vain. 69 Wherefore he was very
wroth at the wicked men that gave him counsel to come into
the country, inasmuch as he slew many of them, and purposed
to return into his own country. 70 Whereof when Jonathan had
knowledge, he sent ambassadors unto him, to the end he should
make peace with him, and deliver them the prisoners. 71 Which
thing he accepted, and did according to his demands, and sware
unto him that he would never do him harm all the days of his
life. 72 When therefore he had restored unto him the prisoners
that he had taken aforetime out of the land of Judea, he returned
and went his way into his own land, neither came he any more
into their borders. 73 Thus the sword ceased from Israel: but
Jonathan dwelt at Machmas, and began to govern the people;
and he destroyed the ungodly men out of Israel.

276. Simon, and the freedom of Israel
1 Maccabees 13:1-54

This edition does not carry this reading.
1Mach 13:54 is past 1Mach 13:53, the last verse this edition prints in
that chapter; record where this edition carries it in its verse aliases, or
correct the citation

The Life of Christ
St. Luke entire is the spine of this period: it is the gospel

written as a continuous narrative, and it carries the infancy,
the journey to Jerusalem, and the resurrection appearances. St.
Matthew, St. Mark and St. John enter at the year tier only, and
only where they give what St. Luke does not.

282. The Annunciation and the Nativity
Luke 1:26-38; 2:1-20 — here Luke 1:26-2:20

Read as one sitting from two places in St. Luke. The angel’s
promise of a throne and a kingdom without end answers 2
Samuel 7, read earlier in this plan.
1 26 And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God
unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, 27 To a virgin espoused
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and

the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And the angel came in unto
her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is
with thee: blessed art thou among women. 29 And when she saw
him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what
manner of salutation this should be. 30 And the angel said unto
her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. 31 And,
behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son,
and shalt call his name JESUS. 32 He shall be great, and shall be
called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto
him the throne of his father David: 33 And he shall reign over
the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be
no end. 34 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be,
seeing I know not a man? 35 And the angel answered and said
unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power
of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy
thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.
36 And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a
son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who
was called barren. 37 For with God nothing shall be impossible.
38 And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto
me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her.

2 1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a
decree from Cæsar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.
2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor
of Syria.) 3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own
city. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of
Nazareth, into Judæa, unto the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)
5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with
child. 6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were
accomplished that she should be delivered. 7 And she brought
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them
in the inn. 8 And there were in the same country shepherds
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory
of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11 For
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which
is Christ the Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and saying, 14 Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 15 And it
came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into
heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even
unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which
the Lord hath made known unto us. 16 And they came with haste,
and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.
17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the
saying which was told them concerning this child. 18 And all
they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them
by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered
them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as
it was told unto them.
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283. The Visitation, and the Magnificat
Luke 1:39-56

The canticle answers Anna’s in 1 Samuel 2.
1 39 And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill coun-
try with haste, into a city of Juda; 40 And entered into the house
of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth. 41 And it came to pass, that,
when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in
her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: 42 And
she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 43 And whence
is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?
44 For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine
ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. 45 And blessed is she
that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things
which were told her from the Lord. 46 And Mary said, My soul
doth magnify the Lord, 47 And my spirit hath rejoiced in God
my Saviour. 48 For he hath regarded the low estate of his hand-
maiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call
me blessed. 49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things;
and holy is his name. 50 And his mercy is on them that fear him
from generation to generation. 51 He hath shewed strength with
his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their
hearts. 52 He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and
exalted them of low degree. 53 He hath filled the hungry with
good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. 54 He hath
holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; 55 As
he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever.
56 And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned
to her own house.

285. The presentation, and the finding in the temple
Luke 2:21-52

2 21 And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcis-
ing of the child, his name was called JESUS, which was so named
of the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 22 And when
the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were
accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him
to the Lord; 23 (As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every
male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;)
24 And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the
law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.
25 And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was
Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the
consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 26 And
it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not
see death, before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 And he came
by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in
the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, 28 Then
took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, 29 Lord,
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy
word: 30 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 31 Which thou
hast prepared before the face of all people; 32 A light to lighten
the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. 33 And Joseph
and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken
of him. 34 And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his
mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of
many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against;

35 (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. 36 And there was one
Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser:
she was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven years
from her virginity; 37 And she was a widow of about fourscore
and four years, which departed not from the temple, but served
God with fastings and prayers night and day. 38 And she coming
in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of
him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem. 39 And
when they had performed all things according to the law of
the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth.
40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with
wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him. 41 Now his parents
went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover. 42 And
when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after
the custom of the feast. 43 And when they had fulfilled the days,
as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem;
and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. 44 But they, supposing
him to have been in the company, went a day’s journey; and
they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. 45 And
when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem,
seeking him. 46 And it came to pass, that after three days they
found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both
hearing them, and asking them questions. 47 And all that heard
him were astonished at his understanding and answers. 48 And
when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto
him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father
and I have sought thee sorrowing. 49 And he said unto them,
How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my
Father’s business? 50 And they understood not the saying which
he spake unto them. 51 And he went down with them, and came
to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept
all these sayings in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom
and stature, and in favour with God and man.

288. John the Baptist, and the baptism of Christ
Luke 3:1-38

3 1 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Cæsar, Pon-
tius Pilate being governor of Judæa, and Herod being tetrarch of
Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and of the re-
gion of Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene, 2 Annas
and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto
John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness. 3 And he came into
all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repen-
tance for the remission of sins; 4 As it is written in the book of
the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying
in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight. 5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain
and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made
straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; 6 And all
flesh shall see the salvation of God. 7 Then said he to the mul-
titude that came forth to be baptized of him, O generation of
vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
8 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin
not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father:
for I say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up
children unto Abraham. 9 And now also the axe is laid unto the
root of the trees: every tree therefore which bringeth not forth
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good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 10 And the peo-
ple asked him, saying, What shall we do then? 11 He answereth
and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, let him impart
to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, let him do like-
wise. 12 Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto
him, Master, what shall we do? 13 And he said unto them, Exact
no more than that which is appointed you. 14 And the soldiers
likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do? And
he said unto them, Do violence to no man, neither accuse any
falsely; and be content with your wages. 15 And as the people
were in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts of John,
whether he were the Christ, or not; 16 John answered, saying
unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier
than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to
unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire:
17 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his
floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he
will burn with fire unquenchable. 18 And many other things in
his exhortation preached he unto the people. 19 But Herod the
tetrarch, being reproved by him for Herodias his brother Philip’s
wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done, 20 Added yet
this above all, that he shut up John in prison. 21 Now when all
the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being
baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, 22 And the Holy
Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a
voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son;
in thee I am well pleased. 23 And Jesus himself began to be about
thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph,
which was the son of Heli, 24 Which was the son of Matthat,
which was the son of Levi, which was the son of Melchi, which
was the son of Janna, which was the son of Joseph, 25 Which
was the son of Mattathias, which was the son of Amos, which
was the son of Naum, which was the son of Esli, which was the
son of Nagge, 26 Which was the son of Maath, which was the
son of Mattathias, which was the son of Semei, which was the
son of Joseph, which was the son of Juda, 27 Which was the son
of Joanna, which was the son of Rhesa, which was the son of
Zorobabel, which was the son of Salathiel, which was the son of
Neri, 28 Which was the son of Melchi, which was the son of Addi,
which was the son of Cosam, which was the son of Elmodam,
which was the son of Er, 29 Which was the son of Jose, which
was the son of Eliezer, which was the son of Jorim, which was
the son of Matthat, which was the son of Levi, 30 Which was the
son of Simeon, which was the son of Juda, which was the son
of Joseph, which was the son of Jonan, which was the son of
Eliakim, 31 Which was the son of Melea, which was the son of
Menan, which was the son of Mattatha, which was the son of
Nathan, which was the son of David, 32 Which was the son of
Jesse, which was the son of Obed, which was the son of Booz,
which was the son of Salmon, which was the son of Naasson,
33 Which was the son of Aminadab, which was the son of Aram,
which was the son of Esrom, which was the son of Phares, which
was the son of Juda, 34 Which was the son of Jacob, which was
the son of Isaac, which was the son of Abraham, which was the
son of Thara, which was the son of Nachor, 35 Which was the
son of Saruch, which was the son of Ragau, which was the son of
Phalec, which was the son of Heber, which was the son of Sala,

36 Which was the son of Cainan, which was the son of Arphaxad,
which was the son of Sem, which was the son of Noe, which was
the son of Lamech, 37 Which was the son of Mathusala, which
was the son of Enoch, which was the son of Jared, which was
the son of Maleleel, which was the son of Cainan, 38 Which was
the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the son
of Adam, which was the son of God.

289. The temptation
Luke 4:1-13

Christ answers out of Deuteronomy 6 and 8, both read in this
plan.
4 1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan,
and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 Being forty days
tempted of the devil. And in those days he did eat nothing: and
when they were ended, he afterward hungered. 3 And the devil
said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that
it be made bread. 4 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written,
That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.
5 And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed
unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.
6 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee,
and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to
whomsoever I will I give it. 7 If thou therefore wilt worship me,
all shall be thine. 8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get
thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 9 And he brought
him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and
said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from
hence: 10 For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over
thee, to keep thee: 11 And in their hands they shall bear thee up,
lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 12 And Jesus
answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord
thy God. 13 And when the devil had ended all the temptation,
he departed from him for a season.

290. "This day is fulfilled this scripture"
Luke 4:14-44

Nazareth. The widow of Sarephta and Naaman, cited here,
were read in the Divided Kingdom.
4 14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee:
and there went out a fame of him through all the region round
about. 15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of
all.

16 ¶And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought
up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on
the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 17 And there was
delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he
had opened the book, he found the place where it was written,
18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed
me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal
the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are
bruised, 19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 20 And he
closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat
down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were
fastened on him. 21 And he began to say unto them, This day is
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this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 22 And all bare him witness,
and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his
mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph’s son? 23 And he said
unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this proverb, Physician,
heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do
also here in thy country. 24 And he said, Verily I say unto you,
No prophet is accepted in his own country. 25 But I tell you of
a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when
the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great
famine was throughout all the land; 26 But unto none of them
was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman
that was a widow. 27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time
of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving
Naaman the Syrian. 28 And all they in the synagogue, when they
heard these things, were filled with wrath, 29 And rose up, and
thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill
whereon their city was built, that they might cast him down
headlong. 30 But he passing through the midst of them went his
way, 31 And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and
taught them on the sabbath days. 32 And they were astonished
at his doctrine: for his word was with power.

33 ¶And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit
of an unclean devil, and cried out with a loud voice, 34 Saying, Let
us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth?
art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art; the Holy
One of God. 35 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace,
and come out of him. And when the devil had thrown him in
the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not. 36 And they
were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying, What a
word is this! for with authority and power he commandeth the
unclean spirits, and they come out. 37 And the fame of him went
out into every place of the country round about.

38 ¶And he arose out of the synagogue, and entered into Si-
mon’s house. And Simon’s wife’s mother was taken with a great
fever; and they besought him for her. 39 And he stood over her,
and rebuked the fever; and it left her: and immediately she arose
and ministered unto them.

40 ¶Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick
with divers diseases brought them unto him; and he laid his
hands on every one of them, and healed them. 41 And devils
also came out of many, crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ
the Son of God. And he rebuking them suffered them not to
speak: for they knew that he was Christ. 42 And when it was
day, he departed and went into a desert place: and the people
sought him, and came unto him, and stayed him, that he should
not depart from them. 43 And he said unto them, I must preach
the kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent.
44 And he preached in the synagogues of Galilee.

304. The confession of Peter, and the Transfiguration
Luke 9:18-36

Moses and Elias, read in this plan at Sinai and at Carmel, stand
with him.

9 18 And it came to pass, as he was alone praying, his disciples
were with him: and he asked them, saying, Whom say the people
that I am? 19 They answering said, John the Baptist; but some
say, Elias; and others say, that one of the old prophets is risen

again. 20 He said unto them, But whom say ye that I am? Peter
answering said, The Christ of God. 21 And he straitly charged
them, and commanded them to tell no man that thing; 22 Saying,
The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised
the third day.

23 ¶And he said to them all, If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.
24 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever
will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it. 25 For what is
a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself,
or be cast away? 26 For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and
of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he
shall come in his own glory, and in his Father’s, and of the holy
angels. 27 But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing here,
which shall not taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God.

28 ¶And it came to pass about an eight days after these say-
ings, he took Peter and John and James, and went up into a
mountain to pray. 29 And as he prayed, the fashion of his coun-
tenance was altered, and his raiment was white and glistering.
30 And, behold, there talked with him two men, which were
Moses and Elias: 31 Who appeared in glory, and spake of his
decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 But Peter
and they that were with him were heavy with sleep: and when
they were awake, they saw his glory, and the two men that stood
with him. 33 And it came to pass, as they departed from him,
Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let
us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and
one for Elias: not knowing what he said. 34 While he thus spake,
there came a cloud, and overshadowed them: and they feared
as they entered into the cloud. 35 And there came a voice out
of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. 36 And
when the voice was past, Jesus was found alone. And they kept
it close, and told no man in those days any of those things which
they had seen.

308. The seventy-two, the good Samaritan, Martha and
Mary
Luke 10:1-42

10 1 After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also,
and sent them two and two before his face into every city and
place, whither he himself would come. 2 Therefore said he unto
them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth
labourers into his harvest. 3 Go your ways: behold, I send you
forth as lambs among wolves. 4 Carry neither purse, nor scrip,
nor shoes: and salute no man by the way. 5 And into whatsoever
house ye enter, first say, Peace be to this house. 6 And if the son
of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it: if not, it shall
turn to you again. 7 And in the same house remain, eating and
drinking such things as they give: for the labourer is worthy
of his hire. Go not from house to house. 8 And into whatsoever
city ye enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set
before you: 9 And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto
them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. 10 But into
whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you not, go your ways
out into the streets of the same, and say, 11 Even the very dust
of your city, which cleaveth on us, we do wipe off against you:
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notwithstanding be ye sure of this, that the kingdom of God
is come nigh unto you. 12 But I say unto you, that it shall be
more tolerable in that day for Sodom, than for that city. 13 Woe
unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty
works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been done
in you, they had a great while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth
and ashes. 14 But it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon
at the judgment, than for you. 15 And thou, Capernaum, which
art exalted to heaven, shalt be thrust down to hell. 16 He that
heareth you heareth me; and he that despiseth you despiseth
me; and he that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me.

17 ¶And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord,
even the devils are subject unto us through thy name. 18 And
he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.
19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scor-
pions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall
by any means hurt you. 20 Notwithstanding in this rejoice not,
that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because
your names are written in heaven.

21 ¶ In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee,
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto
babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight. 22 All
things are delivered to me of my Father: and no man knoweth
who the Son is, but the Father; and who the Father is, but the
Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him.

23 ¶And he turned him unto his disciples, and said privately,
Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye see: 24 For I
tell you, that many prophets and kings have desired to see those
things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those
things which ye hear, and have not heard them.

25 ¶And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him,
saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 26 He said
unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? 27 And
he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and
with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. 28 And he said
unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.
29 But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is
my neighbour? 30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which
stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed,
leaving him half dead. 31 And by chance there came down a
certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on
the other side. 32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place,
came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. 33 But
a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and
when he saw him, he had compassion on him, 34 And went to
him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set
him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care
of him. 35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two
pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care
of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again,
I will repay thee. 36 Which now of these three, thinkest thou,
was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? 37 And he
said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him,
Go, and do thou likewise.

38 ¶Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into
a certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received
him into her house. 39 And she had a sister called Mary, which
also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word. 40 But Martha was
cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord,
dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid
her therefore that she help me. 41 And Jesus answered and said
unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about
many things: 42 But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen
that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.

311. The lost sheep, the lost groat, the prodigal son
Luke 15:1-32

15 1 Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for
to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying,
This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.

3 ¶And he spake this parable unto them, saying, 4 What man
of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth
not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after
that which is lost, until he find it? 5 And when he hath found it,
he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he cometh
home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying
unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which
was lost. 7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven
over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine
just persons, which need no repentance.

8 ¶Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose
one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and
seek diligently till she find it? 9 And when she hath found it, she
calleth her friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice
with me; for I have found the piece which I had lost. 10 Likewise,
I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner that repenteth.

11 ¶And he said, A certain man had two sons: 12 And the
younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion
of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living.
13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together,
and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his
substance with riotous living. 14 And when he had spent all,
there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be
in want. 15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that
country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he
would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did
eat: and no man gave unto him. 17 And when he came to himself,
he said, How many hired servants of my father’s have bread
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise
and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned
against heaven, and before thee, 19 And am no more worthy to
be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. 20 And
he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great
way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and
fell on his neck, and kissed him. 21 And the son said unto him,
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am
no more worthy to be called thy son. 22 But the father said to his
servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put
a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 23 And bring hither
the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: 24 For
this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is
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found. And they began to be merry. 25 Now his elder son was
in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he
heard musick and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants,
and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said unto him,
Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf,
because he hath received him safe and sound. 28 And he was
angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and
intreated him. 29 And he answering said to his father, Lo, these
many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time
thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I
might make merry with my friends: 30 But as soon as this thy
son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou
hast killed for him the fatted calf. 31 And he said unto him, Son,
thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine. 32 It was meet
that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother
was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.

319. Zacheus, and the entry into Jerusalem
Luke 19:1-48

19 1 And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 2 And, be-
hold, there was a man named Zacchæus, which was the chief
among the publicans, and he was rich. 3 And he sought to see Je-
sus who he was; and could not for the press, because he was little
of stature. 4 And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore
tree to see him: for he was to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus
came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him,
Zacchæus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must abide
at thy house. 6 And he made haste, and came down, and received
him joyfully. 7 And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying,
That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. 8 And
Zacchæus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half
of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing
from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. 9 And
Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house,
forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of man
is come to seek and to save that which was lost. 11 And as they
heard these things, he added and spake a parable, because he
was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought that the king-
dom of God should immediately appear. 12 He said therefore, A
certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself
a kingdom, and to return. 13 And he called his ten servants, and
delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I
come. 14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after
him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over us. 15 And
it came to pass, that when he was returned, having received
the kingdom, then he commanded these servants to be called
unto him, to whom he had given the money, that he might know
how much every man had gained by trading. 16 Then came the
first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds. 17 And
he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast
been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities.
18 And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained
five pounds. 19 And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over
five cities. 20 And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is
thy pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin: 21 For I feared
thee, because thou art an austere man: thou takest up that thou
layedst not down, and reapest that thou didst not sow. 22 And
he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee,

thou wicked servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere man,
taking up that I laid not down, and reaping that I did not sow:
23 Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the bank,
that at my coming I might have required mine own with usury?
24 And he said unto them that stood by, Take from him the pound,
and give it to him that hath ten pounds. 25 (And they said unto
him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.) 26 For I say unto you, That unto
every one which hath shall be given; and from him that hath not,
even that he hath shall be taken away from him. 27 But those
mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over them,
bring hither, and slay them before me.

28 ¶And when he had thus spoken, he went before, ascending
up to Jerusalem. 29 And it came to pass, when he was come nigh
to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount called the mount of
Olives, he sent two of his disciples, 30 Saying, Go ye into the
village over against you; in the which at your entering ye shall
find a colt tied, whereon yet never man sat: loose him, and bring
him hither. 31 And if any man ask you, Why do ye loose him?
thus shall ye say unto him, Because the Lord hath need of him.
32 And they that were sent went their way, and found even as
he had said unto them. 33 And as they were loosing the colt, the
owners thereof said unto them, Why loose ye the colt? 34 And
they said, The Lord hath need of him. 35 And they brought him
to Jesus: and they cast their garments upon the colt, and they set
Jesus thereon. 36 And as he went, they spread their clothes in the
way. 37 And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of
the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began
to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty
works that they had seen; 38 Saying, Blessed be the King that
cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory
in the highest. 39 And some of the Pharisees from among the
multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. 40 And
he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should
hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.

41 ¶And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept
over it, 42 Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this
thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they
are hid from thine eyes. 43 For the days shall come upon thee,
that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass
thee round, and keep thee in on every side, 44 And shall lay
thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and
they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because
thou knewest not the time of thy visitation. 45 And he went into
the temple, and began to cast out them that sold therein, and
them that bought; 46 Saying unto them, It is written, My house
is the house of prayer: but ye have made it a den of thieves.
47 And he taught daily in the temple. But the chief priests and
the scribes and the chief of the people sought to destroy him,
48 And could not find what they might do: for all the people were
very attentive to hear him.

324. The supper, Gethsemani, and the arrest
Luke 22:1-71

22 1 Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is
called the Passover. 2 And the chief priests and scribes sought
how they might kill him; for they feared the people.

3 ¶Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of
the number of the twelve. 4 And he went his way, and communed
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with the chief priests and captains, how he might betray him
unto them. 5 And they were glad, and covenanted to give him
money. 6 And he promised, and sought opportunity to betray
him unto them in the absence of the multitude.

7 ¶Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the passover
must be killed. 8 And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and
prepare us the passover, that we may eat. 9 And they said unto
him, Where wilt thou that we prepare? 10 And he said unto
them, Behold, when ye are entered into the city, there shall
a man meet you, bearing a pitcher of water; follow him into
the house where he entereth in. 11 And ye shall say unto the
goodman of the house, The Master saith unto thee, Where is the
guestchamber, where I shall eat the passover with my disciples?
12 And he shall shew you a large upper room furnished: there
make ready. 13 And they went, and found as he had said unto
them: and they made ready the passover. 14 And when the hour
was come, he sat down, and the twelve apostles with him. 15 And
he said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover
with you before I suffer: 16 For I say unto you, I will not any more
eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God. 17 And he
took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it
among yourselves: 18 For I say unto you, I will not drink of the
fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come.

19 ¶And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and
gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for you:
this do in remembrance of me. 20 Likewise also the cup after
supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood, which
is shed for you.

21 ¶But, behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me is with
me on the table. 22 And truly the Son of man goeth, as it was
determined: but woe unto that man by whom he is betrayed!
23 And they began to enquire among themselves, which of them
it was that should do this thing.

24 ¶And there was also a strife among them, which of them
should be accounted the greatest. 25 And he said unto them, The
kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that
exercise authority upon them are called benefactors. 26 But ye
shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as
the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve. 27 For
whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth?
is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he that
serveth. 28 Ye are they which have continued with me in my
temptations. 29 And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father
hath appointed unto me; 30 That ye may eat and drink at my
table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve
tribes of Israel.

31 ¶And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath de-
sired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 32 But I have
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art con-
verted, strengthen thy brethren. 33 And he said unto him, Lord, I
am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death. 34 And
he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before
that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me. 35 And he said
unto them, When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes,
lacked ye any thing? And they said, Nothing. 36 Then said he
unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, and
likewise his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him sell his

garment, and buy one. 37 For I say unto you, that this that is
written must yet be accomplished in me, And he was reckoned
among the transgressors: for the things concerning me have an
end. 38 And they said, Lord, behold, here are two swords. And
he said unto them, It is enough.

39 ¶And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the mount
of Olives; and his disciples also followed him. 40 And when he
was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter not into
temptation. 41 And he was withdrawn from them about a stone’s
cast, and kneeled down, and prayed, 42 Saying, Father, if thou be
willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but
thine, be done. 43 And there appeared an angel unto him from
heaven, strengthening him. 44 And being in an agony he prayed
more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of
blood falling down to the ground. 45 And when he rose up from
prayer, and was come to his disciples, he found them sleeping
for sorrow, 46 And said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and pray,
lest ye enter into temptation.

47 ¶And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that
was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, and drew
near unto Jesus to kiss him. 48 But Jesus said unto him, Judas,
betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss? 49 When they which
were about him saw what would follow, they said unto him,
Lord, shall we smite with the sword?

50 ¶And one of them smote the servant of the high priest, and
cut off his right ear. 51 And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye
thus far. And he touched his ear, and healed him. 52 Then Jesus
said unto the chief priests, and captains of the temple, and the
elders, which were come to him, Be ye come out, as against a
thief, with swords and staves? 53 When I was daily with you in
the temple, ye stretched forth no hands against me: but this is
your hour, and the power of darkness.

54 ¶Then took they him, and led him, and brought him into the
high priest’s house. And Peter followed afar off. 55 And when
they had kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, and were set
down together, Peter sat down among them. 56 But a certain
maid beheld him as he sat by the fire, and earnestly looked upon
him, and said, This man was also with him. 57 And he denied
him, saying, Woman, I know him not. 58 And after a little while
another saw him, and said, Thou art also of them. And Peter said,
Man, I am not. 59 And about the space of one hour after another
confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow also was with
him: for he is a Galilæan. 60 And Peter said, Man, I know not
what thou sayest. And immediately, while he yet spake, the cock
crew. 61 And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said unto him,
Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 62 And Peter
went out, and wept bitterly.

63 ¶And the men that held Jesus mocked him, and smote him.
64 And when they had blindfolded him, they struck him on the
face, and asked him, saying, Prophesy, who is it that smote thee?
65 And many other things blasphemously spake they against
him.

66 ¶And as soon as it was day, the elders of the people and
the chief priests and the scribes came together, and led him into
their council, saying, 67 Art thou the Christ? tell us. And he said
unto them, If I tell you, ye will not believe: 68 And if I also ask
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you, ye will not answer me, nor let me go. 69 Hereafter shall the
Son of man sit on the right hand of the power of God. 70 Then
said they all, Art thou then the Son of God? And he said unto
them, Ye say that I am. 71 And they said, What need we any
further witness? for we ourselves have heard of his own mouth.

325. The Passion
Luke 23:1-56

23 1 And the whole multitude of them arose, and led him unto
Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this
fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to
Cæsar, saying that he himself is Christ a King. 3 And Pilate asked
him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he answered
him and said, Thou sayest it. 4 Then said Pilate to the chief
priests and to the people, I find no fault in this man. 5 And
they were the more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the people,
teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this
place. 6 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man
were a Galilæan. 7 And as soon as he knew that he belonged
unto Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who himself
also was at Jerusalem at that time.

8 ¶And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he
was desirous to see him of a long season, because he had heard
many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle
done by him. 9 Then he questioned with him in many words; but
he answered him nothing. 10 And the chief priests and scribes
stood and vehemently accused him. 11 And Herod with his men
of war set him at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed him in
a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate.

12 ¶And the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends
together: for before they were at enmity between themselves.

13 ¶And Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests
and the rulers and the people, 14 Said unto them, Ye have brought
this man unto me, as one that perverteth the people: and, behold,
I, having examined him before you, have found no fault in this
man touching those things whereof ye accuse him: 15 No, nor
yet Herod: for I sent you to him; and, lo, nothing worthy of
death is done unto him. 16 I will therefore chastise him, and
release him. 17 (For of necessity he must release one unto them
at the feast.) 18 And they cried out all at once, saying, Away with
this man, and release unto us Barabbas: 19 (Who for a certain
sedition made in the city, and for murder, was cast into prison.)
20 Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, spake again to them.
21 But they cried, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. 22 And he
said unto them the third time, Why, what evil hath he done? I
have found no cause of death in him: I will therefore chastise
him, and let him go. 23 And they were instant with loud voices,
requiring that he might be crucified. And the voices of them
and of the chief priests prevailed. 24 And Pilate gave sentence
that it should be as they required. 25 And he released unto them
him that for sedition and murder was cast into prison, whom
they had desired; but he delivered Jesus to their will. 26 And as
they led him away, they laid hold upon one Simon, a Cyrenian,
coming out of the country, and on him they laid the cross, that
he might bear it after Jesus.

27 ¶And there followed him a great company of people, and
of women, which also bewailed and lamented him. 28 But Jesus
turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for

me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. 29 For, behold,
the days are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed are the
barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never
gave suck. 30 Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall
on us; and to the hills, Cover us. 31 For if they do these things in a
green tree, what shall be done in the dry? 32 And there were also
two other, malefactors, led with him to be put to death. 33 And
when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there
they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand,
and the other on the left.

34 ¶Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not
what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. 35 And
the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them de-
rided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be
Christ, the chosen of God. 36 And the soldiers also mocked him,
coming to him, and offering him vinegar, 37 And saying, If thou
be the king of the Jews, save thyself. 38 And a superscription
also was written over him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and
Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

39 ¶And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on
him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. 40 But the other
answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing
thou art in the same condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly;
for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath
done nothing amiss. 42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember
me when thou comest into thy kingdom. 43 And Jesus said unto
him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in
paradise. 44 And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a
darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. 45 And the sun
was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst.

46 ¶And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Fa-
ther, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus,
he gave up the ghost. 47 Now when the centurion saw what was
done, he glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous
man. 48 And all the people that came together to that sight, be-
holding the things which were done, smote their breasts, and
returned. 49 And all his acquaintance, and the women that fol-
lowed him from Galilee, stood afar off, beholding these things.

50 ¶And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a counsellor;
and he was a good man, and a just: 51 (The same had not con-
sented to the counsel and deed of them;) he was of Arimathæa,
a city of the Jews: who also himself waited for the kingdom of
God. 52 This man went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus.
53 And he took it down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a
sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was
laid. 54 And that day was the preparation, and the sabbath drew
on. 55 And the women also, which came with him from Galilee,
followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was
laid. 56 And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments;
and rested the sabbath day according to the commandment.

328. The resurrection, and the road to Emmaus
Luke 24:1-53

24 1 Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the
morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices
which they had prepared, and certain others with them. 2 And
they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. 3 And they
entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 And it
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came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold,
two men stood by them in shining garments: 5 And as they were
afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto
them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? 6 He is not here,
but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was
yet in Galilee, 7 Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into
the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise
again. 8 And they remembered his words, 9 And returned from
the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to
all the rest. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the
mother of James, and other women that were with them, which
told these things unto the apostles. 11 And their words seemed
to them as idle tales, and they believed them not. 12 Then arose
Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping down, he beheld
the linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wondering
in himself at that which was come to pass.

13 ¶And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village
called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore fur-
longs. 14 And they talked together of all these things which had
happened. 15 And it came to pass, that, while they communed
together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with
them. 16 But their eyes were holden that they should not know
him. 17 And he said unto them, What manner of communications
are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad?
18 And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering
said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast
not known the things which are come to pass there in these
days? 19 And he said unto them, What things? And they said
unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people: 20 And
how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be con-
demned to death, and have crucified him. 21 But we trusted that
it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all
this, to day is the third day since these things were done. 22 Yea,
and certain women also of our company made us astonished,
which were early at the sepulchre; 23 And when they found not
his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision
of angels, which said that he was alive. 24 And certain of them
which were with us went to the sepulchre, and found it even
so as the women had said: but him they saw not. 25 Then he
said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that
the prophets have spoken: 26 Ought not Christ to have suffered
these things, and to enter into his glory? 27 And beginning at
Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the
scriptures the things concerning himself. 28 And they drew nigh
unto the village, whither they went: and he made as though he
would have gone further. 29 But they constrained him, saying,
Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.
And he went in to tarry with them. 30 And it came to pass, as he
sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake,
and gave to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they knew
him; and he vanished out of their sight. 32 And they said one
to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked
with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?
33 And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem,
and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with
them, 34 Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to

Simon. 35 And they told what things were done in the way, and
how he was known of them in breaking of bread.

36 ¶And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst
of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 37 But they
were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a
spirit. 38 And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why
do thoughts arise in your hearts? 39 Behold my hands and my
feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not
flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 40 And when he had thus
spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet. 41 And while
they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them,
Have ye here any meat? 42 And they gave him a piece of a broiled
fish, and of an honeycomb. 43 And he took it, and did eat before
them. 44 And he said unto them, These are the words which I
spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must
be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the
prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. 45 Then opened he
their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures,
46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: 47 And
that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his
name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And ye are
witnesses of these things.

49 ¶And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you:
but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with
power from on high.

50 ¶And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted
up his hands, and blessed them. 51 And it came to pass, while
he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into
heaven. 52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem
with great joy: 53 And were continually in the temple, praising
and blessing God. Amen.

The Apostolic Church
The Acts of the Apostles entire, from the Ascension to Rome,

with three psalms the apostles preach from, and one passage of
the Apocalypse to close the arc opened in Genesis 1. The epistles
are not read; see the omissions.

333. The Ascension, and the choosing of Matthias
Acts 1:1-26

1 1 The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that
Jesus began both to do and teach, 2 Until the day in which he
was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given
commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: 3 To
whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many
infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 4 And, being as-
sembled together with them, commanded them that they should
not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father,
which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly baptized
with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not
many days hence. 6 When they therefore were come together,
they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore
again the kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not
for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath
put in his own power. 8 But ye shall receive power, after that
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the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judæa, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 9 And when he had
spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a
cloud received him out of their sight. 10 And while they looked
stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood
by them in white apparel; 11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee,
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as
ye have seen him go into heaven. 12 Then returned they unto
Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem
a sabbath day’s journey. 13 And when they were come in, they
went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James,
and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and
Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and
Judas the brother of James. 14 These all continued with one ac-
cord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the
mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.

15 ¶And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the
disciples, and said, (the number of names together were about
an hundred and twenty,) 16 Men and brethren, this scripture
must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the
mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide
to them that took Jesus. 17 For he was numbered with us, and
had obtained part of this ministry. 18 Now this man purchased a
field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst
asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. 19 And it
was known unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as that
field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say,
The field of blood. 20 For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let
his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his
bishoprick let another take. 21 Wherefore of these men which
have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went
in and out among us, 22 Beginning from the baptism of John,
unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one
be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. 23 And
they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed
Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord,
which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these
two thou hast chosen, 25 That he may take part of this ministry
and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he
might go to his own place. 26 And they gave forth their lots; and
the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven
apostles.

334. Pentecost
Acts 2:1-47

Babel, read in the Early World, is answered here. St. Peter
preaches from Joel and from Psalms 15 and 109.

2 1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all
with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the
house where they were sitting. 3 And there appeared unto them
cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4 And
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 5 And there
were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation

under heaven. 6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude
came together, and were confounded, because that every man
heard them speak in his own language. 7 And they were all
amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all
these which speak Galilæans? 8 And how hear we every man in
our own tongue, wherein we were born? 9 Parthians, and Medes,
and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judæa,
and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, 10 Phrygia, and Pamphylia,
in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers
of Rome, Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretes and Arabians, we do hear
them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. 12 And
they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another,
What meaneth this? 13 Others mocking said, These men are full
of new wine.

14 ¶But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice,
and said unto them, Ye men of Judæa, and all ye that dwell at
Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words:
15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but
the third hour of the day. 16 But this is that which was spoken
by the prophet Joel; 17 And it shall come to pass in the last
days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:
18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out
in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 19 And I will
shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath;
blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 20 The sun shall be turned
into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and
notable day of the Lord come: 21 And it shall come to pass, that
whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man
approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs,
which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also
know: 23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have
crucified and slain: 24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed
the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should
be holden of it. 25 For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw
the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand,
that I should not be moved: 26 Therefore did my heart rejoice,
and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in
hope: 27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 28 Thou hast made
known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy
with thy countenance. 29 Men and brethren, let me freely speak
unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried,
and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 30 Therefore being a
prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him,
that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would
raise up Christ to sit on his throne; 31 He seeing this before
spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left
in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. 32 This Jesus hath
God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 33 Therefore being
by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the
Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this,
which ye now see and hear. 34 For David is not ascended into
the heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord,
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Sit thou on my right hand, 35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool.
36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God
hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord
and Christ.

37 ¶Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their
heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men
and brethren, what shall we do? 38 Then Peter said unto them,
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift
of the Holy Ghost. 39 For the promise is unto you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our
God shall call. 40 And with many other words did he testify and
exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation.

41 ¶Then they that gladly received his word were baptized:
and the same day there were added unto them about three thou-
sand souls. 42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doc-
trine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs
were done by the apostles. 44 And all that believed were together,
and had all things common; 45 And sold their possessions and
goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 46 And
they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and break-
ing bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness
and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and having favour with
all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as
should be saved.

337. Peter and John before the council
Acts 4:1-37

4 1 And as they spake unto the people, the priests, and the cap-
tain of the temple, and the Sadducees, came upon them, 2 Being
grieved that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus
the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they laid hands on them,
and put them in hold unto the next day: for it was now eventide.
4 Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; and
the number of the men was about five thousand.

5 ¶And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and
elders, and scribes, 6 And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas,
and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred
of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. 7 And
when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power,
or by what name, have ye done this? 8 Then Peter, filled with the
Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of
Israel, 9 If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the
impotent man, by what means he is made whole; 10 Be it known
unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised
from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before
you whole. 11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you
builders, which is become the head of the corner. 12 Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

13 ¶Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and
perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they mar-
velled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been
with Jesus. 14 And beholding the man which was healed stand-
ing with them, they could say nothing against it. 15 But when
they had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they

conferred among themselves, 16 Saying, What shall we do to
these men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath been done by
them is manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem; and we can
not deny it. 17 But that it spread no further among the people, let
us straitly threaten them, that they speak henceforth to no man
in this name. 18 And they called them, and commanded them not
to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and
John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the
sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.
20 For we can not but speak the things which we have seen and
heard. 21 So when they had further threatened them, they let
them go, finding nothing how they might punish them, because
of the people: for all men glorified God for that which was done.
22 For the man was above forty years old, on whom this miracle
of healing was shewed.

23 ¶And being let go, they went to their own company, and
reported all that the chief priests and elders had said unto them.
24 And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God
with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: 25 Who by
the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen
rage, and the people imagine vain things? 26 The kings of the
earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against
the Lord, and against his Christ. 27 For of a truth against thy
holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were
gathered together, 28 For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy
counsel determined before to be done. 29 And now, Lord, behold
their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all
boldness they may speak thy word, 30 By stretching forth thine
hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the
name of thy holy child Jesus.

31 ¶And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where
they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the
Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.
32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart
and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the
things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things
common. 33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon
them all. 34 Neither was there any among them that lacked: for
as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and
brought the prices of the things that were sold, 35 And laid them
down at the apostles’ feet: and distribution was made unto every
man according as he had need. 36 And Joses, who by the apostles
was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of
consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, 37 Having
land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’
feet.

340. Stephen
Acts 6:1-7:59

Stephen’s speech is the salvation history of this plan, told in
one breath before his death.

6 1 And in those days, when the number of the disciples was
multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the
Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily min-
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istration. 2 Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples
unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the
word of God, and serve tables. 3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out
among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost
and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. 4 But
we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry
of the word.

5 ¶And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and
Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas,
and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: 6 Whom they set before the
apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on
them. 7 And the word of God increased; and the number of the
disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company
of the priests were obedient to the faith. 8 And Stephen, full
of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the
people.

9 ¶Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called
the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandri-
ans, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen.
10 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit
by which he spake. 11 Then they suborned men, which said,
We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses,
and against God. 12 And they stirred up the people, and the el-
ders, and the scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, and
brought him to the council, 13 And set up false witnesses, which
said, This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against
this holy place, and the law: 14 For we have heard him say, that
this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change
the customs which Moses delivered us. 15 And all that sat in the
council, looking stedfastly on him, saw his face as it had been
the face of an angel.

7 1 Then said the high priest, Are these things so? 2 And he said,
Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared
unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before
he dwelt in Charran, 3 And said unto him, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and come into the land which I
shall shew thee. 4 Then came he out of the land of the Chaldæans,
and dwelt in Charran: and from thence, when his father was dead,
he removed him into this land, wherein ye now dwell. 5 And he
gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set his foot
on: yet he promised that he would give it to him for a possession,
and to his seed after him, when as yet he had no child. 6 And God
spake on this wise, That his seed should sojourn in a strange land;
and that they should bring them into bondage, and entreat them
evil four hundred years. 7 And the nation to whom they shall be
in bondage will I judge, said God: and after that shall they come
forth, and serve me in this place. 8 And he gave him the covenant
of circumcision: and so Abraham begat Isaac, and circumcised
him the eighth day; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat the
twelve patriarchs. 9 And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold
Joseph into Egypt: but God was with him, 10 And delivered him
out of all his afflictions, and gave him favour and wisdom in the
sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and he made him governor over
Egypt and all his house. 11 Now there came a dearth over all the
land of Egypt and Chanaan, and great affliction: and our fathers
found no sustenance. 12 But when Jacob heard that there was

corn in Egypt, he sent out our fathers first. 13 And at the second
time Joseph was made known to his brethren; and Joseph’s
kindred was made known unto Pharaoh. 14 Then sent Joseph,
and called his father Jacob to him, and all his kindred, threescore
and fifteen souls. 15 So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he,
and our fathers, 16 And were carried over into Sychem, and laid
in the sepulchre that Abraham bought for a sum of money of
the sons of Emmor the father of Sychem. 17 But when the time
of the promise drew nigh, which God had sworn to Abraham,
the people grew and multiplied in Egypt, 18 Till another king
arose, which knew not Joseph. 19 The same dealt subtilly with
our kindred, and evil entreated our fathers, so that they cast out
their young children, to the end they might not live. 20 In which
time Moses was born, and was exceeding fair, and nourished
up in his father’s house three months: 21 And when he was cast
out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, and nourished him for
her own son. 22 And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the
Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds. 23 And when
he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his
brethren the children of Israel. 24 And seeing one of them suffer
wrong, he defended him, and avenged him that was oppressed,
and smote the Egyptian: 25 For he supposed his brethren would
have understood how that God by his hand would deliver them:
but they understood not. 26 And the next day he shewed himself
unto them as they strove, and would have set them at one again,
saying, Sirs, ye are brethren; why do ye wrong one to another?
27 But he that did his neighbour wrong thrust him away, saying,
Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us? 28 Wilt thou kill
me, as thou diddest the Egyptian yesterday? 29 Then fled Moses
at this saying, and was a stranger in the land of Madian, where
he begat two sons. 30 And when forty years were expired, there
appeared to him in the wilderness of mount Sina an angel of
the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush. 31 When Moses saw it, he
wondered at the sight: and as he drew near to behold it, the
voice of the Lord came unto him, 32 Saying, I am the God of thy
fathers, the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob. Then Moses trembled, and durst not behold. 33 Then
said the Lord to him, Put off thy shoes from thy feet: for the
place where thou standest is holy ground. 34 I have seen, I have
seen the affliction of my people which is in Egypt, and I have
heard their groaning, and am come down to deliver them. And
now come, I will send thee into Egypt. 35 This Moses whom they
refused, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge? the same
did God send to be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the
angel which appeared to him in the bush. 36 He brought them
out, after that he had shewed wonders and signs in the land of
Egypt, and in the Red sea, and in the wilderness forty years.

37 ¶This is that Moses, which said unto the children of Israel,
A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your
brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear. 38 This is he, that was
in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to
him in the mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received the
lively oracles to give unto us: 39 To whom our fathers would
not obey, but thrust him from them, and in their hearts turned
back again into Egypt, 40 Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to
go before us: for as for this Moses, which brought us out of the
land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. 41 And they



342. The conversion of Saul 78

made a calf in those days, and offered sacrifice unto the idol, and
rejoiced in the works of their own hands. 42 Then God turned,
and gave them up to worship the host of heaven; as it is written
in the book of the prophets, O ye house of Israel, have ye offered
to me slain beasts and sacrifices by the space of forty years in
the wilderness? 43 Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of Moloch,
and the star of your god Remphan, figures which ye made to
worship them: and I will carry you away beyond Babylon. 44 Our
fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as he
had appointed, speaking unto Moses, that he should make it
according to the fashion that he had seen. 45 Which also our
fathers that came after brought in with Jesus into the possession
of the Gentiles, whom God drave out before the face of our
fathers, unto the days of David; 46 Who found favour before
God, and desired to find a tabernacle for the God of Jacob. 47 But
Solomon built him an house. 48 Howbeit the most High dwelleth
not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet, 49 Heaven
is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what house will ye build
me? saith the Lord: or what is the place of my rest? 50 Hath not
my hand made all these things?

51 ¶Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye
do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.
52 Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and
they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of
the Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and
murderers: 53 Who have received the law by the disposition of
angels, and have not kept it.

54 ¶When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart,
and they gnashed on him with their teeth. 55 But he, being full
of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw
the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,
56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of
man standing on the right hand of God. 57 Then they cried out
with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him
with one accord, 58 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him:
and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man’s feet,
whose name was Saul. 59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon
God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.

342. The conversion of Saul
Acts 9:1-31

9 1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter
against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 2 And
desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he
found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he
might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 3 And as he journeyed,
he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about
him a light from heaven: 4 And he fell to the earth, and heard
a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?
5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus
whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the
pricks. 6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go
into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 7 And
the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a
voice, but seeing no man. 8 And Saul arose from the earth; and
when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by

the hand, and brought him into Damascus. 9 And he was three
days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.

10 ¶And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named
Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And
he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 11 And the Lord said unto him,
Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire
in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold,
he prayeth, 12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias
coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his
sight. 13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of
this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem:
14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all
that call on thy name. 15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way:
for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the
Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 16 For I will shew
him how great things he must suffer for my name’s sake. 17 And
Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting
his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that
appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that
thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.
18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales:
and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.
19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then
was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus.
20 And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that
he is the Son of God. 21 But all that heard him were amazed,
and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called on this
name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might
bring them bound unto the chief priests? 22 But Saul increased
the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at
Damascus, proving that this is very Christ.

23 ¶And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took
counsel to kill him: 24 But their laying await was known of Saul.
And they watched the gates day and night to kill him. 25 Then
the disciples took him by night, and let him down by the wall in
a basket. 26 And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed
to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him,
and believed not that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took
him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them
how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken
to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the
name of Jesus. 28 And he was with them coming in and going
out at Jerusalem. 29 And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and disputed against the Grecians: but they went about
to slay him. 30 Which when the brethren knew, they brought
him down to Cæsarea, and sent him forth to Tarsus. 31 Then had
the churches rest throughout all Judæa and Galilee and Samaria,
and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the
comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.

343. Cornelius, and the door opened to the Gentiles
Acts 9:32-11:18

9 32 And it came to pass, as Peter passed throughout all quarters,
he came down also to the saints which dwelt at Lydda. 33 And
there he found a certain man named Æneas, which had kept
his bed eight years, and was sick of the palsy. 34 And Peter said
unto him, Æneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and
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make thy bed. And he arose immediately. 35 And all that dwelt
at Lydda and Saron saw him, and turned to the Lord.

36 ¶Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha,
which by interpretation is called Dorcas: this woman was full of
good works and almsdeeds which she did. 37 And it came to pass
in those days, that she was sick, and died: whom when they had
washed, they laid her in an upper chamber. 38 And forasmuch
as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the disciples had heard that
Peter was there, they sent unto him two men, desiring him that
he would not delay to come to them. 39 Then Peter arose and
went with them. When he was come, they brought him into
the upper chamber: and all the widows stood by him weeping,
and shewing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, while
she was with them. 40 But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled
down, and prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha,
arise. And she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she
sat up. 41 And he gave her his hand, and lifted her up, and when
he had called the saints and widows, presented her alive. 42 And
it was known throughout all Joppa; and many believed in the
Lord. 43 And it came to pass, that he tarried many days in Joppa
with one Simon a tanner.

10 1 There was a certain man in Cæsarea called Cornelius, a
centurion of the band called the Italian band, 2 A devout man,
and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much
alms to the people, and prayed to God alway. 3 He saw in a
vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God
coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. 4 And when
he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord?
And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come
up for a memorial before God. 5 And now send men to Joppa,
and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: 6 He lodgeth
with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he
shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do. 7 And when the angel
which spake unto Cornelius was departed, he called two of his
household servants, and a devout soldier of them that waited on
him continually; 8 And when he had declared all these things
unto them, he sent them to Joppa.

9 ¶On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew
nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray
about the sixth hour: 10 And he became very hungry, and would
have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance,
11 And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto
him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and
let down to the earth: 12 Wherein were all manner of fourfooted
beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and
fowls of the air. 13 And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill,
and eat. 14 But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any
thing that is common or unclean. 15 And the voice spake unto
him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call
not thou common. 16 This was done thrice: and the vessel was
received up again into heaven. 17 Now while Peter doubted in
himself what this vision which he had seen should mean, behold,
the men which were sent from Cornelius had made enquiry for
Simon’s house, and stood before the gate, 18 And called, and
asked whether Simon, which was surnamed Peter, were lodged
there.

19 ¶While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto
him, Behold, three men seek thee. 20 Arise therefore, and get
thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent
them. 21 Then Peter went down to the men which were sent
unto him from Cornelius; and said, Behold, I am he whom ye
seek: what is the cause wherefore ye are come? 22 And they said,
Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God,
and of good report among all the nation of the Jews, was warned
from God by an holy angel to send for thee into his house, and to
hear words of thee. 23 Then called he them in, and lodged them.
And on the morrow Peter went away with them, and certain
brethren from Joppa accompanied him. 24 And the morrow after
they entered into Cæsarea. And Cornelius waited for them, and
had called together his kinsmen and near friends. 25 And as Peter
was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet, and
worshipped him. 26 But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; I
myself also am a man. 27 And as he talked with him, he went in,
and found many that were come together. 28 And he said unto
them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is
a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another nation; but
God hath shewed me that I should not call any man common or
unclean. 29 Therefore came I unto you without gainsaying, as
soon as I was sent for: I ask therefore for what intent ye have
sent for me? 30 And Cornelius said, Four days ago I was fasting
until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house,
and, behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, 31 And
said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms are had in
remembrance in the sight of God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa,
and call hither Simon, whose surname is Peter; he is lodged in
the house of one Simon a tanner by the sea side: who, when he
cometh, shall speak unto thee. 33 Immediately therefore I sent to
thee; and thou hast well done that thou art come. Now therefore
are we all here present before God, to hear all things that are
commanded thee of God.

34 ¶Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I per-
ceive that God is no respecter of persons: 35 But in every nation
he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with
him. 36 The word which God sent unto the children of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) 37 That word,
I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judæa, and
began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached;
38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost
and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all
that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. 39 And
we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of
the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a
tree: 40 Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly;
41 Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God,
even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from
the dead. 42 And he commanded us to preach unto the people,
and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the
Judge of quick and dead. 43 To him give all the prophets witness,
that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive
remission of sins.

44 ¶While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on
all them which heard the word. 45 And they of the circumcision
which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter,
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because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of
the Holy Ghost. 46 For they heard them speak with tongues,
and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 47 Can any man forbid
water, that these should not be baptized, which have received
the Holy Ghost as well as we? 48 And he commanded them to
be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to
tarry certain days.
11 1 And the apostles and brethren that were in Judæa heard
that the Gentiles had also received the word of God. 2 And when
Peter was come up to Jerusalem, they that were of the circum-
cision contended with him, 3 Saying, Thou wentest in to men
uncircumcised, and didst eat with them. 4 But Peter rehearsed
the matter from the beginning, and expounded it by order unto
them, saying, 5 I was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance
I saw a vision, A certain vessel descend, as it had been a great
sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it came even
to me: 6 Upon the which when I had fastened mine eyes, I con-
sidered, and saw fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts,
and creeping things, and fowls of the air. 7 And I heard a voice
saying unto me, Arise, Peter; slay and eat. 8 But I said, Not so,
Lord: for nothing common or unclean hath at any time entered
into my mouth. 9 But the voice answered me again from heaven,
What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. 10 And this
was done three times: and all were drawn up again into heaven.
11 And, behold, immediately there were three men already come
unto the house where I was, sent from Cæsarea unto me. 12 And
the Spirit bade me go with them, nothing doubting. Moreover
these six brethren accompanied me, and we entered into the
man’s house: 13 And he shewed us how he had seen an angel in
his house, which stood and said unto him, Send men to Joppa,
and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; 14 Who shall tell thee
words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved. 15 And
as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at
the beginning. 16 Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how
that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be
baptized with the Holy Ghost. 17 Forasmuch then as God gave
them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord
Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God? 18 When
they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God,
saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance
unto life.

345. The first mission
Acts 13:1-52

13 1 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch cer-
tain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was
called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been
brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they minis-
tered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.
3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on
them, they sent them away.

4 ¶ So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto
Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. 5 And when
they were at Salamis, they preached the word of God in the
synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John to their minister.
6 And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they

found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was
Bar-jesus: 7 Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius
Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and Saul, and
desired to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for
so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to
turn away the deputy from the faith. 9 Then Saul, (who also
is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him,
10 And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of
the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease
to pervert the right ways of the Lord? 11 And now, behold, the
hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing
the sun for a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist
and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him
by the hand. 12 Then the deputy, when he saw what was done,
believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord. 13 Now
when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, they came to
Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing from them returned to
Jerusalem.

14 ¶But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch
in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and
sat down. 15 And after the reading of the law and the prophets
the rulers of the synagogue sent unto them, saying, Ye men and
brethren, if ye have any word of exhortation for the people, say
on. 16 Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand said,
Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, give audience. 17 The God
of this people of Israel chose our fathers, and exalted the people
when they dwelt as strangers in the land of Egypt, and with an
high arm brought he them out of it. 18 And about the time of
forty years suffered he their manners in the wilderness. 19 And
when he had destroyed seven nations in the land of Chanaan, he
divided their land to them by lot. 20 And after that he gave unto
them judges about the space of four hundred and fifty years,
until Samuel the prophet. 21 And afterward they desired a king:
and God gave unto them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe
of Benjamin, by the space of forty years. 22 And when he had
removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king;
to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David
the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil
all my will. 23 Of this man’s seed hath God according to his
promise raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus: 24 When John had
first preached before his coming the baptism of repentance to
all the people of Israel. 25 And as John fulfilled his course, he
said, Whom think ye that I am? I am not he. But, behold, there
cometh one after me, whose shoes of his feet I am not worthy
to loose. 26 Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham,
and whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of
this salvation sent. 27 For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their
rulers, because they knew him not, nor yet the voices of the
prophets which are read every sabbath day, they have fulfilled
them in condemning him. 28 And though they found no cause
of death in him, yet desired they Pilate that he should be slain.
29 And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they
took him down from the tree, and laid him in a sepulchre. 30 But
God raised him from the dead: 31 And he was seen many days of
them which came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who
are his witnesses unto the people. 32 And we declare unto you
glad tidings, how that the promise which was made unto the
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fathers, 33 God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children,
in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in
the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten
thee. 34 And as concerning that he raised him up from the dead,
now no more to return to corruption, he said on this wise, I will
give you the sure mercies of David. 35 Wherefore he saith also
in another psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption. 36 For David, after he had served his own generation
by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers,
and saw corruption: 37 But he, whom God raised again, saw no
corruption.

38 ¶Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that
through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins:
39 And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from
which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. 40 Beware
therefore, lest that come upon you, which is spoken of in the
prophets; 41 Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for
I work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise
believe, though a man declare it unto you. 42 And when the Jews
were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these
words might be preached to them the next sabbath. 43 Now when
the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious
proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them,
persuaded them to continue in the grace of God.

44 ¶And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city
together to hear the word of God. 45 But when the Jews saw
the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against
those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blas-
pheming. 46 Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It
was necessary that the word of God should first have been spo-
ken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves
unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. 47 For
so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a
light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto
the ends of the earth. 48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they
were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as
were ordained to eternal life believed. 49 And the word of the
Lord was published throughout all the region. 50 But the Jews
stirred up the devout and honourable women, and the chief men
of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas,
and expelled them out of their coasts. 51 But they shook off the
dust of their feet against them, and came unto Iconium. 52 And
the disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost.

347. The council of Jerusalem
Acts 15:1-41

15 1 And certain men which came down from Judæa taught the
brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner
of Moses, ye cannot be saved. 2 When therefore Paul and Barn-
abas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they
determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them,
should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this
question. 3 And being brought on their way by the church, they
passed through Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conversion
of the Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all the brethren.
4 And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of
the church, and of the apostles and elders, and they declared all
things that God had done with them. 5 But there rose up certain

of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was
needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the
law of Moses.

6 ¶And the apostles and elders came together for to consider
of this matter. 7 And when there had been much disputing, Peter
rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that
a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by
my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe. 8 And
God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them
the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; 9 And put no difference
between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. 10 Now
therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the
disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?
11 But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
we shall be saved, even as they.

12 ¶Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to
Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God
had wrought among the Gentiles by them.

13 ¶And after they had held their peace, James answered, say-
ing, Men and brethren, hearken unto me: 14 Simeon hath de-
clared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of
them a people for his name. 15 And to this agree the words of
the prophets; as it is written, 16 After this I will return, and will
build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and
I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: 17 That
the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gen-
tiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth
all these things. 18 Known unto God are all his works from the
beginning of the world. 19 Wherefore my sentence is, that we
trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to
God: 20 But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pol-
lutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled,
and from blood. 21 For Moses of old time hath in every city them
that preach him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath
day. 22 Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole
church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch
with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, and
Silas, chief men among the brethren: 23 And they wrote letters
by them after this manner; The apostles and elders and brethren
send greeting unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in
Antioch and Syria and Cilicia: 24 Forasmuch as we have heard,
that certain which went out from us have troubled you with
words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised,
and keep the law: to whom we gave no such commandment:
25 It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord, to
send chosen men unto you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,
26 Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 27 We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who shall
also tell you the same things by mouth. 28 For it seemed good
to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden
than these necessary things; 29 That ye abstain from meats of-
fered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and
from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do
well. Fare ye well. 30 So when they were dismissed, they came
to Antioch: and when they had gathered the multitude together,
they delivered the epistle: 31 Which when they had read, they re-
joiced for the consolation. 32 And Judas and Silas, being prophets
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also themselves, exhorted the brethren with many words, and
confirmed them. 33 And after they had tarried there a space,
they were let go in peace from the brethren unto the apostles.
34 Notwithstanding it pleased Silas to abide there still. 35 Paul
also and Barnabas continued in Antioch, teaching and preaching
the word of the Lord, with many others also.

36 ¶And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us
go again and visit our brethren in every city where we have
preached the word of the Lord, and see how they do. 37 And
Barnabas determined to take with them John, whose surname
was Mark. 38 But Paul thought not good to take him with them,
who departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with
them to the work. 39 And the contention was so sharp between
them, that they departed asunder one from the other: and so
Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; 40 And Paul chose
Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto
the grace of God. 41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia,
confirming the churches.

348. Macedonia: Lydia, and the jailer
Acts 16:1-40

16 1 Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain
disciple was there, named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman,
which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a Greek:
2 Which was well reported of by the brethren that were at Lystra
and Iconium. 3 Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and
took and circumcised him because of the Jews which were in
those quarters: for they knew all that his father was a Greek.
4 And as they went through the cities, they delivered them the
decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the apostles and elders
which were at Jerusalem. 5 And so were the churches established
in the faith, and increased in number daily. 6 Now when they had
gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were
forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia, 7 After
they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia:
but the Spirit suffered them not. 8 And they passing by Mysia
came down to Troas. 9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the
night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying,
Come over into Macedonia, and help us. 10 And after he had seen
the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia,
assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the
gospel unto them. 11 Therefore loosing from Troas, we came with
a straight course to Samothracia, and the next day to Neapolis;
12 And from thence to Philippi, which is the chief city of that part
of Macedonia, and a colony: and we were in that city abiding
certain days. 13 And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a
river side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down,
and spake unto the women which resorted thither.

14 ¶And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of
the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose
heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which
were spoken of Paul. 15 And when she was baptized, and her
household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And
she constrained us.

16 ¶And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel
possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her
masters much gain by soothsaying: 17 The same followed Paul

and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most
high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation. 18 And this
did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to
the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come
out of her. And he came out the same hour.

19 ¶And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains
was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and drew them into the
marketplace unto the rulers, 20 And brought them to the magis-
trates, saying, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble
our city, 21 And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to
receive, neither to observe, being Romans. 22 And the multitude
rose up together against them: and the magistrates rent off their
clothes, and commanded to beat them. 23 And when they had
laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charg-
ing the jailor to keep them safely: 24 Who, having received such
a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet
fast in the stocks.

25 ¶And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises
unto God: and the prisoners heard them. 26 And suddenly there
was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison
were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and
every one’s bands were loosed. 27 And the keeper of the prison
awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he
drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing
that the prisoners had been fled. 28 But Paul cried with a loud
voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here. 29 Then
he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell
down before Paul and Silas, 30 And brought them out, and said,
Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 31 And they said, Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.
32 And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that
were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the
night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his,
straightway. 34 And when he had brought them into his house,
he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with
all his house. 35 And when it was day, the magistrates sent the
serjeants, saying, Let those men go. 36 And the keeper of the
prison told this saying to Paul, The magistrates have sent to let
you go: now therefore depart, and go in peace. 37 But Paul said
unto them, They have beaten us openly uncondemned, being
Romans, and have cast us into prison; and now do they thrust
us out privily? nay verily; but let them come themselves and
fetch us out. 38 And the serjeants told these words unto the
magistrates: and they feared, when they heard that they were
Romans. 39 And they came and besought them, and brought
them out, and desired them to depart out of the city. 40 And they
went out of the prison, and entered into the house of Lydia: and
when they had seen the brethren, they comforted them, and
departed.

355. Rome
Acts 28:1-31

"Preaching the kingdom of God... without prohibition." The
book stops rather than ends, and so does the period.

28 1 And when they were escaped, then they knew that the
island was called Melita. 2 And the barbarous people shewed us
no little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and received us every
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one, because of the present rain, and because of the cold. 3 And
when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the
fire, there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand.
4 And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on
his hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a
murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance
suffereth not to live. 5 And he shook off the beast into the fire,
and felt no harm. 6 Howbeit they looked when he should have
swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had looked
a great while, and saw no harm come to him, they changed their
minds, and said that he was a god.

7 In the same quarters were possessions of the chief man of the
island, whose name was Publius; who received us, and lodged
us three days courteously. 8 And it came to pass, that the father
of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul
entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed
him. 9 So when this was done, others also, which had diseases
in the island, came, and were healed: 10 Who also honoured us
with many honours; and when we departed, they laded us with
such things as were necessary.

11 And after three months we departed in a ship of Alexandria,
which had wintered in the isle, whose sign was Castor and Pollux.
12 And landing at Syracuse, we tarried there three days. 13 And
from thence we fetched a compass, and came to Rhegium: and
after one day the south wind blew, and we came the next day to
Puteoli: 14 Where we found brethren, and were desired to tarry
with them seven days: and so we went toward Rome. 15 And
from thence, when the brethren heard of us, they came to meet
us as far as Appii forum, and The three taverns: whom when Paul
saw, he thanked God, and took courage. 16 And when we came
to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain
of the guard: but Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a
soldier that kept him.

17 And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the
chief of the Jews together: and when they were come together,
he said unto them, Men and brethren, though I have committed
nothing against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet was I
delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans.
18 Who, when they had examined me, would have let me go,
because there was no cause of death in me. 19 But when the Jews
spake against it, I was constrained to appeal unto Cæsar; not that
I had ought to accuse my nation of. 20 For this cause therefore
have I called for you, to see you, and to speak with you: because
that for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain. 21 And
they said unto him, We neither received letters out of Judæa
concerning thee, neither any of the brethren that came shewed
or spake any harm of thee. 22 But we desire to hear of thee what
thou thinkest: for as concerning this sect, we know that every
where it is spoken against. 23 And when they had appointed him
a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he
expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them
concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the
prophets, from morning till evening. 24 And some believed the
things which were spoken, and some believed not. 25 And when
they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that
Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias
the prophet unto our fathers, 26 Saying, Go unto this people, and

say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing
ye shall see, and not perceive: 27 For the heart of this people is
waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes
have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear
with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be
converted, and I should heal them. 28 Be it known therefore unto
you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that
they will hear it. 29 And when he had said these words, the Jews
departed, and had great reasoning among themselves.

30 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house,
and received all that came in unto him, 31 Preaching the kingdom
of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus
Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him.
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