THE STORY OF SALVATION

an abridged reading of the whole arc in order

The Landmarks track

36 readings

King James, with Apocrypha



This track

Thirty-six sittings, two to four in each period: the hinge readings, without which the arc does not stand. 1,210 verses, 3.4 per cent
of the Bible. It is deliberately jumpy - a skeleton, not yet a story.

The three tiers nest. Every reading carries the tier at which it first appears, and no reading appears twice, so a tier is read by
taking every reading marked at that tier or above, in order. The lower tiers therefore fill the gaps between the higher ones rather
than restating them, and no passage is read twice in one pass.

Extent. 36 readings, 43 chapters and 1142 verses of this edition.

Refused here. 1 of these readings this edition cannot carry. Each is refused in view, at the place it would have stood, and Appendix
D indexes them.

What this plan does not read

This account belongs at the front and not in a footnote. An abridgement is defined by what it drops.

This plan is an abridgement, and the honest account of an abridgement is what it leaves out. All figures below are verse counts
taken from the Douay-Rheims (Challoner) text indexed in this repository, whose 73 books hold 35,804 verses. Percentages computed
on a 66-book canon run higher for every class named here, because the denominator is smaller; the commonly quoted figures of
about 19.8 per cent for the prophets, 14.4 per cent for wisdom and poetry and 8.1 per cent for the epistles are of that kind.

At its fullest tier this plan reads 13,867 verses, 38.7 per cent of the Bible. The story tier reads 3,675 verses, 10.3 per cent. The
landmarks tier reads 1,210 verses, 3.4 per cent.

The reduction does not come from cutting genealogies and law codes. Those are small: every genealogy and register dropped
here comes to 297 verses, 0.8 per cent of the Bible, and the whole of Leviticus, Exodus 25-31 and 35-40, Numbers 1-9 and 26-30 and
Deuteronomy 12-26 together come to 2,217 verses, 6.2 per cent. Seven per cent, between them. The reduction comes from dropping
three whole classes of book that are not narrative, which come to 15,519 verses, 43.3 per cent of the Bible.

Not read at any tier:

The prophets, 5,875 verses, 16.4 per cent of the Bible (counting Lamentations, Baruch and Daniel among them). What survives is
fifteen passages in thirteen readings, and the narrative chapters of Daniel: Isaias 7:1-17, 9:1-7, 11:1-10, 52:13-53:12, 54:5-14 and
55:1-11; Jeremias 31:31-40, 36 and 38:1-13; Baruch 3:9-15 with 3:32-4:4; Ezechiel 34, 36:16-28 and 37:1-14; Lamentations 3:19-33;
Daniel 1-6, 13 and 14. Everything else is absent - the whole of Osee through Malachias, all but six passages of Isaias, all but three
of Jeremias, Daniel’s visions, and every oracle against the nations. A reader who finishes this plan has not read the prophets.
The wisdom and poetical books, 6,881 verses, 19.2 per cent. Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, the Canticle of Canticles, Wisdom and
Ecclesiasticus are not read at all. Of the 150 psalms, sixteen are read, each because a narrative moment demands it.

The epistles, 2,763 verses, 7.7 per cent. All twenty-one, and Hebrews with them. The plan follows the Church’s expansion
through the Acts and stops; it does not read what the apostles wrote to the churches they founded. That is the largest gap in its
New Testament coverage, and no narrative plan can close it, because the epistles are not narrative.

The Apocalypse, but for 21:1-22:5, read as the close of the arc opened in Genesis 1.

Also not read, being narrative or historical but doubled, legal, or list: Leviticus entire; Exodus 25-31 and 35-40; Numbers 1-9 and
26-30 apart from chapter 27; Deuteronomy 12-26; Josue 12-22; Judges 17-21; 1 and 2 Paralipomenon entire, as a second telling of
reigns already read in Samuel and Kings; Aggeus, Zacharias and Malachias, though they belong to the Return; and 2 Machabees
but for chapters 6 and 7.

Genealogies and registers dropped: Genesis 5, 10, 22:20-24, 25:12-18 and 36; Exodus 6:14-30; Esdras 2; Nehemias 3 and 7. Genesis
11:10-32 and St. Matthew 1 are kept, because they are the two genealogies that carry the plot.

The consensus narrative spine within the twelve periods is 334 chapters. This plan reads 331 of them, holding back only Esdras
2, Nehemias 3 and Nehemias 7, and adds the material listed at the year tier. It touches 454 chapters in 31 of the 73 books.

The cost is stated here because every abridgement that concealed it has been attacked for concealing it. A reader who wants the
Bible should read the Bible. What this offers is the story in order, at three depths, with the seams visible.
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1. Creation

PriIMEvVAL HISTORY

From the creation to the scattering at Babel: the world God
made, the fault that broke it, and the first covenant made with a
remnant. Genesis 5 and 10, which are genealogies, are passed
over; Genesis 11:10-32 is kept because it is the bridge to Abram.

1. Creation
Genesis 1:1-2:2

The first lesson of the Easter Vigil. The Vigil’s own abridge-
ment of salvation history governs this plan: every one of its
lessons is read at some tier.

1 'In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 2 And
the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face
of the waters.

3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. * And
God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light
from the darkness. > And God called the light Day, and the dark-
ness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were
the first day.

¢ 4 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the
waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. 7 And God
made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under
the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament:
and it was so. ® And God called the firmament Heaven. And the
evening and the morning were the second day.

9 9 And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered
together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was
so. 1® And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering
together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was
good. 1! And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb
yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind,
whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. 1> And the
earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind,
and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his
kind: and God saw that it was good. * And the evening and the
morning were the third day.

14 4 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the
heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for
signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: > And let them
be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon
the earth: and it was so. 1® And God made two great lights; the
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night:
he made the stars also. 1 And God set them in the firmament
of the heaven to give light upon the earth, ' And to rule over
the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the
darkness: and God saw that it was good. ® And the evening and
the morning were the fourth day.

20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the
moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the
earth in the open firmament of heaven. > And God created great
whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters
brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged
fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 2 And God
blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters
in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. 22 And the evening
and the morning were the fifth day.
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24 4/ And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature
after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth
after his kind: and it was so. 2> And God made the beast of the
earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing
that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it
was good.

26 4 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth,
and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27 So
God created man in his own image, in the image of God created
he him; male and female created he them. 28 And God blessed
them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living
thing that moveth upon the earth.

29 4 And God said, Behold,  have given you every herb bearing
seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in
the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be
for meat. 3 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of
the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein
there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was
s0. 31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold,
it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the
sixth day.

2 1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the
host of them. 2 And on the seventh day God ended his work

which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all
his work which he had made.

3. The fall
Genesis 3:1-24

The protoevangelium at 3:15 is the seed of everything the
plan afterwards follows.

3 1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field
which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman,
Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?
2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit
of the trees of the garden: 3 But of the fruit of the tree which is
in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it,
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. * And the serpent said unto
the woman, Ye shall not surely die: > For God doth know that in
the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

¢ And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food,
and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to
make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and
gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 7 And the
eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves
aprons. 8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking
in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the
trees of the garden.

9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him,
Where art thou? 1° And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden,
and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.



7. The flood

11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast
thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou
shouldest not eat? > And the man said, The woman whom thou
gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.
13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that
thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me,
and I did eat.

14 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou
hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every
beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt
thou eat all the days of thy life: 1> And I will put enmity between
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 1® Unto
the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy
conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy
desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.

17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto
the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I
commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the
ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of
thy life; 18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee;
and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; '° In the sweat of thy
face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for
out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt
thou return. 2° And Adam called his wife’s name Eve; because
she was the mother of all living. 2! Unto Adam also and to his
wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.

22 4/ And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as
one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his
hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:
2 Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of
Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. 24 So he
drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of
Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way,
to keep the way of the tree of life.

7. The flood
Genesis 6:5-8:22

Read as one unit: the corruption, the ark, the deluge and its
abating.

6 3 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continually. ® And it repented the LORD that he
had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.
7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created
from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping
thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have
made them. 8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.

9 4 These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man
and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.
10 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. ! The
earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with
violence. 12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was
corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.

13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come be-
fore me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and,
behold, I will destroy them with the earth.
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14 4 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make
in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.
15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length
of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty
cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. 16 A window shalt thou
make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and
the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower,
second, and third stories shalt thou make it. 7 And, behold, I,
even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all
flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every
thing that is in the earth shall die. ® But with thee will I establish
my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy
sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee. °* And of
every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring
into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male
and female. 2° Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their
kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of
every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive. 2! And take
thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it
to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them. 22 Thus
did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.

7 ! And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house
into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this
generation. 2 Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by
sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean
by two, the male and his female. 3 Of fowls also of the air by
sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the
face of all the earth. * For yet seven days, and I will cause it to
rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every living
substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of
the earth.

3 And Noah did according unto all that the LORD commanded
him. ® And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of
waters was upon the earth.

7 4 And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons’
wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the flood.
8 Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of fowls,
and of every thing that creepeth upon the earth, ° There went in
two and two unto Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as
God had commanded Noah. 1 And it came to pass after seven
days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth.

1 9 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second
month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all
the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of
heaven were opened. > And the rain was upon the earth forty
days and forty nights.

13 Tn the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and
Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah’s wife, and the three wives
of his sons with them, into the ark; ™ They, and every beast after
his kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl
after his kind, every bird of every sort. 1> And they went in unto
Noabh into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath
of life. 1 And they that went in, went in male and female of all
flesh, as God had commanded him: and the LORD shut him in.
17 And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters
increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth.



The flood

18 And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon
the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters. ** And
the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high
hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered. 2° Fifteen
cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were
covered. 2! And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of
fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that
creepeth upon the earth, and every man: 22 All in whose nostrils
was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died. 23 And
every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face
of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and
the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth:
and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in
the ark. 2* And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred
and fifty days.

8 1 And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all
the cattle that was with him in the ark: and God made a wind to
pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged; 2 The fountains
also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and
the rain from heaven was restrained; 3 And the waters returned
from off the earth continually: and after the end of the hundred
and fifty days the waters were abated. * And the ark rested in
the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon
the mountains of Ararat. > And the waters decreased continually
until the tenth month: in the tenth month, on the first day of
the month, were the tops of the mountains seen.

© 4] And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah
opened the window of the ark which he had made: 7 And he
sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, until the waters
were dried up from off the earth. ® Also he sent forth a dove
from him, to see if the waters were abated from off the face of
the ground; 9 But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot,
and she returned unto him into the ark, for the waters were on
the face of the whole earth: then he put forth his hand, and took
her, and pulled her in unto him into the ark. ' And he stayed
yet other seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of
the ark; 1 And the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo,
in her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that
the waters were abated from off the earth. > And he stayed yet
other seven days; and sent forth the dove; which returned not
again unto him any more.

13 4 And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year,
in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were
dried up from off the earth: and Noah removed the covering of
the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry.
14 And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of
the month, was the earth dried.

15 4 And God spake unto Noah, saying, '® Go forth of the ark,
thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons’ wives with thee.
17 Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, of
all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing
that creepeth upon the earth; that they may breed abundantly
in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth. ® And
Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons’ wives
with him: 1° Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl,
and whatsoever creepeth upon the earth, after their kinds, went
forth out of the ark.
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20 4 And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of
every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt
offerings on the altar. 2 And the LORD smelled a sweet savour;
and the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground
any more for man’s sake; for the imagination of man’s heart is
evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every
thing living, as I have done. 22 While the earth remaineth, seed-
time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter,
and day and night shall not cease.

PATRIARCHS

Genesis 12-50, less chapter 36: the promise given to Abraham,
carried through Isaac and Jacob, and preserved in Egypt through
Joseph. The genealogy of Esau (36), the genealogy of Nachor
(22:20-24) and the generations of Ismael (25:12-18) are passed
over.

13. The call of Abram
Genesis 12:1-9
The promise on which the rest of the Old Testament depends.

12 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto
a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great
nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou
shalt be a blessing: > And I will bless them that bless thee, and
curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the
earth be blessed.

4S50 Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and
Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old
when he departed out of Haran. > And Abram took Sarai his
wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their substance that they
had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and
they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land
of Canaan they came.

¢ 4 And Abram passed through the land unto the place of
Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then
in the land. 7 And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said,
Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar
unto the LORD, who appeared unto him. 8 And he removed from
thence unto a mountain on the east of Beth-el, and pitched his
tent, having Beth-el on the west, and Hai on the east: and there
he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called upon the name
of the LORD. ? And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the
south.

23. The binding of Isaac
Genesis 22:1-18

The second lesson of the Easter Vigil, read to its Vigil terminus
at verse 18; the genealogy of Nachor that follows is omitted.

22 1 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt
Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold,
here I am. 2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac,
whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and
offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains
which I will tell thee of.

3 9 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled
his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his



43. Joseph makes himself known

son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and
went unto the place of which God had told him.  Then on the
third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar
off. > And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here
with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and
come again to you. ® And Abraham took the wood of the burnt
offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his
hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together. 7 And
Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and
he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and
the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 8 And
Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a
burnt offering: so they went both of them together. ° And they
came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built
an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his
son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 1® And Abraham
stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.

11 And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven,
and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. '? And
he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any
thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing
thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. 1* And
Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him
aram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and
took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the
stead of his son. 1* And Abraham called the name of that place
Jehovah-jireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD
it shall be seen.

15 4 And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of
heaven the second time, '® And said, By myself have I sworn,
saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast
not withheld thy son, thine only son: 17 That in blessing I will
bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the
stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore;
and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; ¥ And in thy
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou
hast obeyed my voice.

43. Joseph makes himself known
Genesis 45:1-15

45 *Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that
stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me.
And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself
known unto his brethren. 2 And he wept aloud: and the Egyp-
tians and the house of Pharaoh heard. > And Joseph said unto his
brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his brethren
could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence.
4 And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray
you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother,
whom ye sold into Egypt. > Now therefore be not grieved, nor
angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send
me before you to preserve life. ¢ For these two years hath the
famine been in the land: and yet there are five years, in the
which there shall neither be earing nor harvest. 7 And God sent
me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to
save your lives by a great deliverance. 8 So now it was not you
that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the
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land of Egypt. ° Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto
him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all
Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not: ' And thou shalt dwell
in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and
thy children, and thy children’s children, and thy flocks, and thy
herds, and all that thou hast: 1! And there will I nourish thee; for
yet there are five years of famine; lest thou, and thy household,
and all that thou hast, come to poverty. 12 And, behold, your eyes
see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth
that speaketh unto you. !* And ye shall tell my father of all my
glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and ye shall haste
and bring down my father hither. 1* And he fell upon his brother
Benjamin’s neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck.
15 Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and
after that his brethren talked with him.

EGcyrT AND EXODUS

Exodus 1-24 and 32-34: bondage, the passover, the sea, and
the covenant at Sinai. The tabernacle specifications (25-31) and
their execution (35-40) are passed over; they are description, not
narrative, and the second is largely a repetition of the first.

51. The burning bush
Exodus 3:1-4:17
"I AM WHO AM." The divine name is given here.

3 1Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the
priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the
desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb. 2 And
the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of
the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned
with fire, and the bush was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, I
will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is
not burnt. * And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to
see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said,
Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am L. ®> And he said, Draw not
nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place
whereon thou standest is holy ground. 6 Moreover he said, I am
the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to
look upon God.

7 4 And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my
people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason
of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; 8 And I am come
down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to
bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large,
unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the
Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites,
and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. ° Now therefore, behold, the
cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also
seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them.
10 Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that
thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of
Egypt.

11 4 And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go
unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel
out of Egypt? 12 And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and
this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou
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hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God
upon this mountain. ¥ And Moses said unto God, Behold, when
I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The
God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say
to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them? * And
God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt
thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto
you. ¥ And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou
say unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is
my memorial unto all generations. *® Go, and gather the elders
of Israel together, and say unto them, The LORD God of your
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared
unto me, saying, I have surely visited you, and seen that which
is done to you in Egypt: 7 And I have said, I will bring you up
out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the Canaanites,
and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the
Hivites, and the Jebusites, unto a land flowing with milk and
honey. 1 And they shall hearken to thy voice: and thou shalt
come, thou and the elders of Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and
ye shall say unto him, The LORD God of the Hebrews hath met
with us: and now let us go, we beseech thee, three days’ journey
into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.

19 4 And I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go,
no, not by a mighty hand. 2 And I will stretch out my hand, and
smite Egypt with all my wonders which I will do in the midst
thereof: and after that he will let you go. 2! And I will give this
people favour in the sight of the Egyptians: and it shall come
to pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty: 22 But every
woman shall borrow of her neighbour, and of her that sojourneth
in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment:
and ye shall put them upon your sons, and upon your daughters;
and ye shall spoil the Egyptians.

4 1 And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not
believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The
LORD hath not appeared unto thee. 2 And the LORD said unto
him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod. > And he
said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and
it became a serpent; and Moses fled from before it. 4 And the
LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the
tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a
rod in his hand: > That they may believe that the LORD God of
their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee.

6 9 And the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now thine
hand into thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom: and
when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow. 7 And
he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again. And he put his
hand into his bosom again; and plucked it out of his bosom, and,
behold, it was turned again as his other flesh. 8 And it shall come
to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice
of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign.
9 And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two
signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the
water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and the water
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which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the
dry land.

10 4 And Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, I am not
eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto
thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue. ! And
the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man’s mouth? or who
maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not
I the LORD? 2 Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth,
and teach thee what thou shalt say. 13 And he said, O my Lord,
send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send.
14 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and
he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can
speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and
when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. > And thou
shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: and I will be
with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what
ye shall do. '® And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people:
and he shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and
thou shalt be to him instead of God. 17 And thou shalt take this
rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs.

58. The passover, and the going out
Exodus 12:1-42

12 ! And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of
Egypt, saying, 2 This month shall be unto you the beginning of
months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.

3 4 Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the
tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a
lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house:
4 And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his
neighbour next unto his house take it according to the number
of the souls; every man according to his eating shall make your
count for the lamb. ® Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male
of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the
goats: ¢ And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the
same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of
Israel shall kill it in the evening. 7 And they shall take of the
blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door
post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it. 8 And they shall eat
the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and
with bitter herbs they shall eat it.  Eat not of it raw, nor sodden
at all with water, but roast with fire; his head with his legs, and
with the purtenance thereof. 1 And ye shall let nothing of it
remain until the morning; and that which remaineth of it until
the morning ye shall burn with fire.

11 4 And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes
on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in
haste: it is the LORD’s passover. % For I will pass through the
land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the
land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods
of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD. '* And the
blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are:
and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague
shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of
Egypt. 1* And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye
shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations;
ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever. 1> Seven days
shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall put
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away leaven out of your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened
bread from the first day until the seventh day, that soul shall
be cut off from Israel. '® And in the first day there shall be an
holy convocation, and in the seventh day there shall be an holy
convocation to you; no manner of work shall be done in them,
save that which every man must eat, that only may be done of
you. 7 And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for
in this selfsame day have I brought your armies out of the land
of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in your generations
by an ordinance for ever.

18 €/ In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month
at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until the one and twen-
tieth day of the month at even. 1° Seven days shall there be no
leaven found in your houses: for whosoever eateth that which is
leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the congregation
of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or born in the land. 2° Ye
shall eat nothing leavened; in all your habitations shall ye eat
unleavened bread.

21 4 Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said
unto them, Draw out and take you a lamb according to your
families, and kill the passover. 22 And ye shall take a bunch of
hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the bason, and strike
the lintel and the two side posts with the blood that is in the
bason; and none of you shall go out at the door of his house
until the morning. 2% For the LORD will pass through to smite
the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and
on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and
will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to
smite you. 2* And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance
to thee and to thy sons for ever. 25 And it shall come to pass,
when ye be come to the land which the LORD will give you,
according as he hath promised, that ye shall keep this service.
26 And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto
you, What mean ye by this service? 2’ That ye shall say, It is the
sacrifice of the LORD’s passover, who passed over the houses
of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians,
and delivered our houses. And the people bowed the head and
worshipped. 28 And the children of Israel went away, and did as
the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they.

29 4/ And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote all
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh
that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in
the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle. 30 And Pharaoh rose
up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians;
and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house
where there was not one dead.

31 4 And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said,
Rise up, and get you forth from among my people, both ye and
the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye have said.
32 Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and
be gone; and bless me also. 3* And the Egyptians were urgent
upon the people, that they might send them out of the land
in haste; for they said, We be all dead men. 3* And the people
took their dough before it was leavened, their kneadingtroughs
being bound up in their clothes upon their shoulders. 3*> And the
children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they
borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold,
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and raiment: 3 And the LORD gave the people favour in the
sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things
as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians.

37 4 And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to
Succoth, about six hundred thousand on foot that were men,
beside children. 3 And a mixed multitude went up also with
them; and flocks, and herds, even very much cattle. 3 And they
baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they brought forth
out of Egypt, for it was not leavened; because they were thrust
out of Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they prepared for
themselves any victual.

40  Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt
in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years. ! And it came to
pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even the
selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went
out from the land of Egypt. *2 It is a night to be much observed
unto the LORD for bringing them out from the land of Egypt:
this is that night of the LORD to be observed of all the children
of Israel in their generations.

61. The crossing of the sea
Exodus 14:15-15:1

The third lesson of the Easter Vigil, whose range this reading
reproduces exactly, ending as the Vigil does at the opening of
the canticle.

14 5> And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou
unto me? speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward:
16 But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea,
and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground
through the midst of the sea. 17 And I, behold, I will harden the
hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them: and I will
get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his
chariots, and upon his horsemen. ¥ And the Egyptians shall
know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten me honour upon
Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen.

19 4 And the angel of God, which went before the camp of
Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud
went from before their face, and stood behind them: 2° And it
came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel;
and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by
night to these: so that the one came not near the other all the
night.

21 And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the
LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that
night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided.
22 And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon
the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their
right hand, and on their left.

23 4] And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to
the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots,
and his horsemen. 2* And it came to pass, that in the morning
watch the LORD looked unto the host of the Egyptians through
the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the
Egyptians, 25 And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave
them heavily: so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face
of Israel; for the LORD fighteth for them against the Egyptians.
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26 4/ And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand
over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians,
upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen. 2 And Moses
stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to
his strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians
fled against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the
midst of the sea. ?® And the waters returned, and covered the
chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that
came into the sea after them; there remained not so much as
one of them. 2 But the children of Israel walked upon dry land
in the midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall unto them
on their right hand, and on their left. 3® Thus the LORD saved
Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw
the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore. *! And Israel saw that
great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the
people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servant
Moses.

15 1Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto
the LORD, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the LORD, for
he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he
thrown into the sea.

67. The Decalogue
Exodus 20:1-21

Kept at the highest tier although it is law and not narrative:
the covenant it states is the standard against which every later
collapse in this plan is measured.

20 ! And God spake all these words, saying, 21 am the LORD
thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out
of the house of bondage. ® Thou shalt have no other gods before
me. * Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any
likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: ®> Thou shalt
not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD
thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them
that hate me; ® And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that
love me, and keep my commandments. 7 Thou shalt not take
the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not
hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 8 Remember the
sabbath day, to keep it holy. ® Six days shalt thou labour, and do
all thy work: 1° But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD
thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son,
nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: ! For in six days
the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them
is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the
sabbath day, and hallowed it.

12 4 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may

be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.

13 Thou shalt not kill.  Thou shalt not commit adultery. ** Thou
shalt not steal. ® Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy
neighbour. 17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou
shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor
his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is
thy neighbour’s.
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18 4 And all the people saw the thunderings, and the light-
nings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking:
and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off.
19 And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will
hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die. 20 And Moses
said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and
that his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not. 2! And
the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto the thick
darkness where God was.

THE WILDERNESS

Numbers 10-14, 16-17, 20-25, 27 and 31-33, with Deuteronomy
1-11 and 29-34. The Deuteronomic law code (12-26) is passed
over, as is Leviticus entire and Numbers 1-9 and 26-30 apart
from chapter 27: censuses, offerings and cultic ordinance.

76. The spies, and the refusal of the land
Numbers 13:1-14:45

The forty years in the desert begin here; every later reading
in this period is its consequence.

13 ! And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Send thou men,
that they may search the land of Canaan, which I give unto
the children of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers shall ye
send a man, every one a ruler among them. > And Moses by the
commandment of the LORD sent them from the wilderness of
Paran: all those men were heads of the children of Israel. * And
these were their names: of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son
of Zaccur. ° Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori. ® Of
the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh. ” Of the tribe of
Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph. 8 Of the tribe of Ephraim, Oshea
the son of Nun. ? Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu.
10 Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi. 1* Of the tribe
of Joseph, namely, of the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi.
12 Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli. 13 Of the tribe
of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael. * Of the tribe of Naphtali,
Nahbi the son of Vophsi. 15 Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son
of Machi. 1® These are the names of the men which Moses sent
to spy out the land. And Moses called Oshea the son of Nun
Jehoshua.

17 4 And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and
said unto them, Get you up this way southward, and go up into
the mountain: 1® And see the land, what it is; and the people
that dwelleth therein, whether they be strong or weak, few or
many; ¥ And what the land is that they dwell in, whether it be
good or bad; and what cities they be that they dwell in, whether
in tents, or in strong holds; 20 And what the land is, whether it
be fat or lean, whether there be wood therein, or not. And be
ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land. Now the
time was the time of the firstripe grapes.

21 4'So they went up, and searched the land from the wilder-
ness of Zin unto Rehob, as men come to Hamath. 22 And they
ascended by the south, and came unto Hebron; where Ahiman,
Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of Anak, were. (Now Hebron
was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) 2 And they came
unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut down from thence a branch
with one cluster of grapes, and they bare it between two upon
a staff; and they brought of the pomegranates, and of the figs.
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24 The place was called the brook Eshcol, because of the cluster
of grapes which the children of Israel cut down from thence.
25 And they returned from searching of the land after forty days.

26 9 And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all
the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the wilderness of
Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them, and unto all
the congregation, and shewed them the fruit of the land. 27 And
they told him, and said, We came unto the land whither thou
sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this is
the fruit of it. 2 Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in
the land, and the cities are walled, and very great: and moreover
we saw the children of Anak there. 2 The Amalekites dwell in
the land of the south: and the Hittites, and the Jebusites, and
the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell
by the sea, and by the coast of Jordan. 3® And Caleb stilled the
people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess
it; for we are well able to overcome it. 3! But the men that went
up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people;
for they are stronger than we. *? And they brought up an evil
report of the land which they had searched unto the children of
Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search
it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the
people that we saw in it are men of a great stature. 3 And there
we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants:
and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were
in their sight.

14 * And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried;
and the people wept that night. 2 And all the children of Israel
murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole
congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in
the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness!
3 And wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to
fall by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a
prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt? * And they
said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into
Egypt.

> Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the
assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel.

¢ 4/ And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephun-
neh, which were of them that searched the land, rent their
clothes: 7 And they spake unto all the company of the children
of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it,
is an exceeding good land. 8 If the LORD delight in us, then he
will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth
with milk and honey. ° Only rebel not ye against the LORD, nei-
ther fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us:
their defence is departed from them, and the LORD is with us:
fear them not. 1° But all the congregation bade stone them with
stones. And the glory of the LORD appeared in the tabernacle
of the congregation before all the children of Israel.

11 4 And the LORD said unto Moses, How long will this people
provoke me? and how long will it be ere they believe me, for
all the signs which I have shewed among them? 2 will smite
them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will make of
thee a greater nation and mightier than they.

13 4 And Moses said unto the LORD, Then the Egyptians shall
hear it, (for thou broughtest up this people in thy might from
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among them;) * And they will tell it to the inhabitants of this
land: for they have heard that thou LORD art among this people,
that thou LORD art seen face to face, and that thy cloud standeth
over them, and that thou goest before them, by day time in a
pillar of a cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night.

15 4 Now if thou shalt kill all this people as one man, then the
nations which have heard the fame of thee will speak, saying,
16 Because the LORD was not able to bring this people into the
land which he sware unto them, therefore he hath slain them
in the wilderness. 17 And now, I beseech thee, let the power of
my Lord be great, according as thou hast spoken, saying, 18 The
LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity
and transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation. 1° Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this
people according unto the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou
hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now.

20 And the LORD said, I have pardoned according to thy word:
21 But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory
of the LORD. 22 Because all those men which have seen my glory,
and my miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and
have tempted me now these ten times, and have not hearkened
to my voice; 2 Surely they shall not see the land which I sware
unto their fathers, neither shall any of them that provoked me
see it: 22 But my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit
with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the
land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it. 2°> (Now the
Amalekites and the Canaanites dwelt in the valley.) To morrow
turn you, and get you into the wilderness by the way of the Red
sea.

26 4 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
27 How long shall I bear with this evil congregation, which mur-
mur against me? [ have heard the murmurings of the children
of Israel, which they murmur against me. 2% Say unto them, As
truly as I live, saith the LORD, as ye have spoken in mine ears, so
will I do to you: 29 Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness; and
all that were numbered of you, according to your whole num-
ber, from twenty years old and upward, which have murmured
against me, 3 Doubtless ye shall not come into the land, con-
cerning which I sware to make you dwell therein, save Caleb the
son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun. 3! But your little
ones, which ye said should be a prey, them will I bring in, and
they shall know the land which ye have despised. 32 But as for
you, your carcases, they shall fall in this wilderness. 3* And your
children shall wander in the wilderness forty years, and bear
your whoredoms, until your carcases be wasted in the wilder-
ness. 3* After the number of the days in which ye searched the
land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your
iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of
promise. 3° I the LORD have said, I will surely do it unto all this
evil congregation, that are gathered together against me: in this
wilderness they shall be consumed, and there they shall die.

36 And the men, which Moses sent to search the land, who
returned, and made all the congregation to murmur against him,
by bringing up a slander upon the land, 3’ Even those men that
did bring up the evil report upon the land, died by the plague
before the LORD. 38 But Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the
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son of Jephunneh, which were of the men that went to search
the land, lived still. * And Moses told these sayings unto all the
children of Israel: and the people mourned greatly.

40 4 And they rose up early in the morning, and gat them up
into the top of the mountain, saying, Lo, we be here, and will
go up unto the place which the LORD hath promised: for we
have sinned. *! And Moses said, Wherefore now do ye transgress
the commandment of the LORD? but it shall not prosper. 42 Go
not up, for the LORD is not among you; that ye be not smitten
before your enemies. 3 For the Amalekites and the Canaanites
are there before you, and ye shall fall by the sword: because ye
are turned away from the LORD, therefore the LORD will not
be with you. 4 But they presumed to go up unto the hill top:
nevertheless the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and Moses,
departed not out of the camp. ** Then the Amalekites came
down, and the Canaanites which dwelt in that hill, and smote
them, and discomfited them, even unto Hormah.

89. "Hear, O Israel"
Deuteronomy 6:1-25

The Shema, and the first commandment as Christ cites it.
Deuteronomy 12-26, the law code, is omitted after chapter 11.

6 ! Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the
judgments, which the LORD your God commanded to teach you,
that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to possess it:
2 That thou mightest fear the LORD thy God, to keep all his
statutes and his commandments, which I command thee, thou,
and thy son, and thy son’s son, all the days of thy life; and that
thy days may be prolonged.

3 9 Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that it may be
well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as the LORD
God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in the land that floweth
with milk and honey.

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: ®> And thou
shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy might. ® And these words, which I
command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 7 And thou shalt
teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the
way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 8 And
thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall
be as frontlets between thine eyes. > And thou shalt write them
upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. ® And it shall be,
when the LORD thy God shall have brought thee into the land
which he sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob, to give thee great and goodly cities, which thou buildedst
not, 1 And houses full of all good things, which thou filledst not,
and wells digged, which thou diggedst not, vineyards and olive
trees, which thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have eaten
and be full; 2 Then beware lest thou forget the LORD, which
brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of
bondage. 13 Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him,
and shalt swear by his name. * Ye shall not go after other gods,
of the gods of the people which are round about you; ** (For the
LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest the anger of the
LORD thy God be kindled against thee, and destroy thee from
off the face of the earth.
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16 4] Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted him
in Massah. !7 Ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the
LORD your God, and his testimonies, and his statutes, which he
hath commanded thee. ¥ And thou shalt do that which is right
and good in the sight of the LORD: that it may be well with thee,
and that thou mayest go in and possess the good land which the
LORD sware unto thy fathers, * To cast out all thine enemies
from before thee, as the LORD hath spoken. 2° And when thy son
asketh thee in time to come, saying, What mean the testimonies,
and the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD our God
hath commanded you? 2! Then thou shalt say unto thy son, We
were Pharaoh’s bondmen in Egypt; and the LORD brought us
out of Egypt with a mighty hand: 22 And the LORD shewed signs
and wonders, great and sore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and
upon all his household, before our eyes: 23 And he brought us
out from thence, that he might bring us in, to give us the land
which he sware unto our fathers. 2* And the LORD commanded
us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our
good always, that he might preserve us alive, as it is at this
day. 2°> And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do
all these commandments before the LORD our God, as he hath
commanded us.

99. The death of Moses
Deuteronomy 34:1-12

34 ' And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the
mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against
Jericho. And the LORD shewed him all the land of Gilead, unto
Dan, 2 And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh,
and all the land of Judah, unto the utmost sea, 3> And the south,
and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto
Zoar. * And the LORD said unto him, This is the land which I
sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will
give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes,
but thou shalt not go over thither.

> 4So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land
of Moab, according to the word of the LORD. ¢ And he buried
him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Beth-peor: but
no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.

7 4 And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when
he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated.

8 4/ And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains
of Moab thirty days: so the days of weeping and mourning for
Moses were ended.

9 4 And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom;
for Moses had laid his hands upon him: and the children of Israel
hearkened unto him, and did as the LORD commanded Moses.

10 4/ And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto
Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, ' In all the signs
and the wonders, which the LORD sent him to do in the land
of Egypt to Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land,
12 And in all that mighty hand, and in all the great terror which
Moses shewed in the sight of all Israel.



106. The fall of Jericho

CONQUEST AND JUDGES

Josue 1-11 and 23-24, Judges 1-16, and Ruth. The allotment
of the tribal territories (Josue 12-22) is passed over as a survey
document, and Judges 17-21, the appendix, is left aside as outside
the line of the story.

106. The fall of Jericho
Joshua 6:1-27

6 ! Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children
of Israel: none went out, and none came in. 2 And the LORD
said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho, and
the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour. * And ye shall
compass the city, all ye men of war, and go round about the city
once. Thus shalt thou do six days. * And seven priests shall bear
before the ark seven trumpets of rams’ horns: and the seventh
day ye shall compass the city seven times, and the priests shall
blow with the trumpets. > And it shall come to pass, that when
they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when ye hear
the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great
shout; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat, and the people
shall ascend up every man straight before him.

¢ 4 And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said
unto them, Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests
bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD.
7 And he said unto the people, Pass on, and compass the city,
and let him that is armed pass on before the ark of the LORD.

8 4 And it came to pass, when Joshua had spoken unto the
people, that the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’
horns passed on before the LORD, and blew with the trumpets:
and the ark of the covenant of the LORD followed them.

9 9 And the armed men went before the priests that blew with
the trumpets, and the rereward came after the ark, the priests
going on, and blowing with the trumpets. ® And Joshua had
commanded the people, saying, Ye shall not shout, nor make
any noise with your voice, neither shall any word proceed out
of your mouth, until the day I bid you shout; then shall ye shout.
1150 the ark of the LORD compassed the city, going about it
once: and they came into the camp, and lodged in the camp.

12 4 And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests
took up the ark of the LORD. * And seven priests bearing seven
trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD went on con-
tinually, and blew with the trumpets: and the armed men went
before them; but the rereward came after the ark of the LORD,
the priests going on, and blowing with the trumpets. '* And the
second day they compassed the city once, and returned into the
camp: so they did six days. * And it came to pass on the seventh
day, that they rose early about the dawning of the day, and com-
passed the city after the same manner seven times: only on that
day they compassed the city seven times. 1® And it came to pass
at the seventh time, when the priests blew with the trumpets,
Joshua said unto the people, Shout; for the LORD hath given
you the city.

17 4 And the city shall be accursed, even it, and all that are
therein, to the LORD: only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all
that are with her in the house, because she hid the messengers
that we sent. '® And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the
accursed thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, when ye take
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of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and
trouble it. ' But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and
iron, are consecrated unto the LORD: they shall come into the
treasury of the LORD. 2% So the people shouted when the priests
blew with the trumpets: and it came to pass, when the people
heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a
great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the people went
up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took
the city. 2! And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city,
both man and woman, young and old, and ox, and sheep, and
ass, with the edge of the sword. 22 But Joshua had said unto the
two men that had spied out the country, Go into the harlot’s
house, and bring out thence the woman, and all that she hath,
as ye sware unto her. 2> And the young men that were spies
went in, and brought out Rahab, and her father, and her mother,
and her brethren, and all that she had; and they brought out all
her kindred, and left them without the camp of Israel. 2* And
they burnt the city with fire, and all that was therein: only the
silver, and the gold, and the vessels of brass and of iron, they put
into the treasury of the house of the LORD. 2°> And Joshua saved
Rahab the harlot alive, and her father’s household, and all that
she had; and she dwelleth in Israel even unto this day; because
she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.

26 4/ And Joshua adjured them at that time, saying, Cursed be
the man before the LORD, that riseth up and buildeth this city
Jericho: he shall lay the foundation thereof in his firstborn, and
in his youngest son shall he set up the gates of it. 2’ So the LORD
was with Joshua; and his fame was noised throughout all the
country.

119. Gedeon and the three hundred
Judges 7:1-25

7 1Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people that were
with him, rose up early, and pitched beside the well of Harod:
so that the host of the Midianites were on the north side of
them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley. > And the LORD said
unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for
me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt
themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me.
3 Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the people, saying,
Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him return and depart early
from mount Gilead. And there returned of the people twenty
and two thousand; and there remained ten thousand. ¢ And the
LORD said unto Gideon, The people are yet too many; bring
them down unto the water, and I will try them for thee there:
and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, This shall go with
thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I say unto
thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go. 5So
he brought down the people unto the water: and the LORD
said unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with his
tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise
every one that boweth down upon his knees to drink. ® And the
number of them that lapped, putting their hand to their mouth,
were three hundred men: but all the rest of the people bowed
down upon their knees to drink water. 7 And the LORD said
unto Gideon, By the three hundred men that lapped will I save
you, and deliver the Midianites into thine hand: and let all the
other people go every man unto his place. 8 So the people took



129. Booz redeems Ruth

victuals in their hand, and their trumpets: and he sent all the
rest of Israel every man unto his tent, and retained those three
hundred men: and the host of Midian was beneath him in the
valley.

9 4 And it came to pass the same night, that the LORD said
unto him, Arise, get thee down unto the host; for I have delivered
it into thine hand. 1° But if thou fear to go down, go thou with
Phurah thy servant down to the host: * And thou shalt hear
what they say; and afterward shall thine hands be strengthened
to go down unto the host. Then went he down with Phurah his
servant unto the outside of the armed men that were in the host.
12 And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of
the east lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for multitude;
and their camels were without number, as the sand by the sea
side for multitude. ' And when Gideon was come, behold, there
was a man that told a dream unto his fellow, and said, Behold, I
dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the
host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote it that it fell, and
overturned it, that the tent lay along. 1* And his fellow answered
and said, This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon the son
of Joash, a man of Israel: for into his hand hath God delivered
Midian, and all the host.

15 4] And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream,
and the interpretation thereof, that he worshipped, and returned
into the host of Israel, and said, Arise; for the LORD hath deliv-
ered into your hand the host of Midian.

16 And he divided the three hundred men into three compa-
nies, and he put a trumpet in every man’s hand, with empty
pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers. 7 And he said unto
them, Look on me, and do likewise: and, behold, when I come
to the outside of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do.
18 When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, then
blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and say,
The sword of the LORD, and of Gideon.

19 4So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him,
came unto the outside of the camp in the beginning of the middle
watch; and they had but newly set the watch: and they blew
the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in their hands.
20 And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the
pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, and the trumpets
in their right hands to blow withal: and they cried, The sword
of the LORD, and of Gideon. 2! And they stood every man in his
place round about the camp: and all the host ran, and cried, and
fled. 22 And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and the LORD
set every man’s sword against his fellow, even throughout all
the host: and the host fled to Beth-shittah in Zererath, and to the
border of Abel-meholah, unto Tabbath. 22 And the men of Israel
gathered themselves together out of Naphtali, and out of Asher,
and out of all Manasseh, and pursued after the Midianites.

24 4 And Gideon sent messengers throughout all mount
Ephraim, saying, Come down against the Midianites, and take
before them the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. Then all
the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and took
the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. 2°> And they took two
princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb; and they slew Oreb
upon the rock Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the winepress of
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Zeeb, and pursued Midian, and brought the heads of Oreb and
Zeeb to Gideon on the other side Jordan.

129. Booz redeems Ruth
Ruth 4:1-22

The book ends in a genealogy, and it is the one genealogy no
abridgement can cut: Phares, Booz, Obed, Isai, David.

4 1Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down there:
and, behold, the kinsman of whom Boaz spake came by; unto
whom he said, Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit down here. And
he turned aside, and sat down. 2 And he took ten men of the
elders of the city, and said, Sit ye down here. And they sat down.
% And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out
of the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which was our
brother Elimelech’s: ¢ And I thought to advertise thee, saying,
Buy it before the inhabitants, and before the elders of my people.
If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it: but if thou wilt not redeem it,
then tell me, that I may know: for there is none to redeem it
beside thee; and I am after thee. And he said, I will redeem it.
> Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of the hand of
Naomi, thou must buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of
the dead, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance.
© 4 And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I
mar mine own inheritance: redeem thou my right to thyself; for
I cannot redeem it. 7 Now this was the manner in former time
in Israel concerning redeeming and concerning changing, for to
confirm all things; a man plucked off his shoe, and gave it to his
neighbour: and this was a testimony in Israel. 2 Therefore the
kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for thee. So he drew off his shoe.
% 9 And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people,
Ye are witnesses this day, that I have bought all that was Elim-
elech’s, and all that was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, of the hand
of Naomi. 1° Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon,
have I purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the
dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut
off from among his brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye
are witnesses this day. ! And all the people that were in the
gate, and the elders, said, We are witnesses. The LORD make the
woman that is come into thine house like Rachel and like Leah,
which two did build the house of Israel: and do thou worthily
in Ephratah, and be famous in Beth-lehem: 12 And let thy house
be like the house of Pharez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of
the seed which the LORD shall give thee of this young woman.
13 4/ So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he
went in unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bare a
son. * And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the LORD,
which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that his
name may be famous in Israel. 1> And he shall be unto thee a
restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: for thy
daughter in law, which loveth thee, which is better to thee than
seven sons, hath born him. *® And Naomi took the child, and laid
it in her bosom, and became nurse unto it. 7 And the women
her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to
Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he is the father of Jesse,
the father of David.
18 4 Now these are the generations of Pharez: Pharez begat
Hezron, ¥ And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amminadab,
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20 And Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon,
21 And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed, 22 And Obed
begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David.

THE UNITED MONARCHY

1 and 2 Samuel entire. The Douay-Rheims prints these as
the First and Second Books of Kings; this plan uses the modern
names, so that Douay 3 and 4 Kings appear in the next period as
1 and 2 Kings. 1 and 2 Paralipomenon (Chronicles) are passed
over as a second telling of the same reigns.

137. "Give us a king"
1 Samuel 8:1-22

The kingdom is granted as a concession; every later reading
in this period is coloured by that.

8 1 And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made
his sons judges over Israel. 2 Now the name of his firstborn was
Joel; and the name of his second, Abiah: they were judges in
Beer-sheba. 3 And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned
aside after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted judgment.

4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together,
and came to Samuel unto Ramah, ®> And said unto him, Behold,
thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a
king to judge us like all the nations.

6 q But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a
king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the LORD. 7 And the
LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people
in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee,
but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them.
8 According to all the works which they have done since the
day that I brought them up out of Egypt even unto this day,
wherewith they have forsaken me, and served other gods, so do
they also unto thee. ? Now therefore hearken unto their voice:
howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and shew them the
manner of the king that shall reign over them.

10 4 And Samuel told all the words of the LORD unto the
people that asked of him a king. * And he said, This will be the
manner of the king that shall reign over you: He will take your
sons, and appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and to be his
horsemen; and some shall run before his chariots. ' And he will
appoint him captains over thousands, and captains over fifties;
and will set them to ear his ground, and to reap his harvest, and
to make his instruments of war, and instruments of his chariots.
13 And he will take your daughters to be confectionaries, and
to be cooks, and to be bakers. 1* And he will take your fields,
and your vineyards, and your oliveyards, even the best of them,
and give them to his servants. > And he will take the tenth of
your seed, and of your vineyards, and give to his officers, and
to his servants. ® And he will take your menservants, and your
maidservants, and your goodliest young men, and your asses,
and put them to his work. 17 He will take the tenth of your sheep:
and ye shall be his servants. 1 And ye shall cry out in that day
because of your king which ye shall have chosen you; and the
LORD will not hear you in that day.

19 4 Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of
Samuel; and they said, Nay; but we will have a king over us;
20 That we also may be like all the nations; and that our king
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may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our battles. 2! And
Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he rehearsed them
in the ears of the LORD. #2 And the LORD said to Samuel, Hear-
ken unto their voice, and make them a king. And Samuel said
unto the men of Israel, Go ye every man unto his city.

143. David anointed
1 Samuel 16:1-23

16 ! And the LORD said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou
mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over
Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse
the Beth-lehemite: for I have provided me a king among his sons.
2 And Samuel said, How can I go? if Saul hear it, he will kill me.
And the LORD said, Take an heifer with thee, and say, I am come
to sacrifice to the LORD. 3 And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I
will shew thee what thou shalt do: and thou shalt anoint unto
me him whom I name unto thee. * And Samuel did that which
the LORD spake, and came to Beth-lehem. And the elders of the
town trembled at his coming, and said, Comest thou peaceably?
5 And he said, Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice unto the LORD:
sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice. And he
sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice.

© 4/ And it came to pass, when they were come, that he looked
on Eliab, and said, Surely the LORD’s anointed is before him.
7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance,
or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for
the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.  Then Jesse
called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said,
Neither hath the LORD chosen this. ° Then Jesse made Shammah
to pass by. And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen this.
10 Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel.
And Samuel said unto Jesse, The LORD hath not chosen these.
11 And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he
said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth
the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for
we will not sit down till he come hither. > And he sent, and
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful
countenance, and goodly to look to. And the LORD said, Arise,
anoint him: for this is he. 3 Then Samuel took the horn of oil,
and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of
the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel
rose up, and went to Ramah.

14 4 But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil
spirit from the LORD troubled him. ' And Saul’s servants said
unto him, Behold now, an evil spirit from God troubleth thee.
161 et our lord now command thy servants, which are before
thee, to seek out a man, who is a cunning player on an harp: and
it shall come to pass, when the evil spirit from God is upon thee,
that he shall play with his hand, and thou shalt be well. 1 And
Saul said unto his servants, Provide me now a man that can play
well, and bring him to me. 8 Then answered one of the servants,
and said, Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Beth-lehemite,
that is cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man
of war, and prudent in matters, and a comely person, and the
LORD is with him.

19  Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and said, Send
me David thy son, which is with the sheep. 2 And Jesse took an
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ass laden with bread, and a bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent
them by David his son unto Saul. 2! And David came to Saul,
and stood before him: and he loved him greatly; and he became
his armourbearer. 22 And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let David, I
pray thee, stand before me; for he hath found favour in my sight.
23 And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was upon
Saul, that David took an harp, and played with his hand: so Saul
was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed from
him.

158. "Thy house shall be faithful for ever"
2 Samuel 7:1-29

The Davidic covenant. The angel’s words at the Annunciation,
read later in this plan, are its direct answer.

7 1 And it came to pass, when the king sat in his house, and
the LORD had given him rest round about from all his enemies;
2 That the king said unto Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell
in an house of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains.
3 And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thine heart;
for the LORD is with thee.

* 4 And it came to pass that night, that the word of the LORD
came unto Nathan, saying, > Go and tell my servant David, Thus
saith the LORD, Shalt thou build me an house for me to dwell
in? ® Whereas I have not dwelt in any house since the time that
I brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day,
but have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle. 7 In all the places
wherein I have walked with all the children of Israel spake I a
word with any of the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to
feed my people Israel, saying, Why build ye not me an house of
cedar?  Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my servant David,
Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote,
from following the sheep, to be ruler over my people, over Israel:
9 And I was with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and have cut
off all thine enemies out of thy sight, and have made thee a great
name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth.
10 Moreover I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will
plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, and
move no more; neither shall the children of wickedness afflict
them any more, as beforetime, * And as since the time that I
commanded judges to be over my people Israel, and have caused
thee to rest from all thine enemies. Also the LORD telleth thee
that he will make thee an house.

12 € And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with
thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed
out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. 3 He shall
build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his
kingdom for ever. 1* I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If
he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and
with the stripes of the children of men: '® But my mercy shall
not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put
away before thee. 1® And thine house and thy kingdom shall be
established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established
for ever. 17 According to all these words, and according to all
this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David.

18 4 Then went king David in, and sat before the LORD, and he
said, Who am I, O Lord GOD? and what is my house, that thou
hast brought me hitherto? ¥ And this was yet a small thing in
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thy sight, O Lord GOD; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s
house for a great while to come. And is this the manner of man,
O Lord GOD? ?° And what can David say more unto thee? for
thou, Lord GOD, knowest thy servant. 21 For thy word’s sake,
and according to thine own heart, hast thou done all these great
things, to make thy servant know them. 22 Wherefore thou art
great, O LORD God: for there is none like thee, neither is there
any God beside thee, according to all that we have heard with our
ears. 2 And what one nation in the earth is like thy people, even
like Israel, whom God went to redeem for a people to himself,
and to make him a name, and to do for you great things and
terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which thou redeemedst
to thee from Egypt, from the nations and their gods? 2% For thou
hast confirmed to thyself thy people Israel to be a people unto
thee for ever: and thou, LORD, art become their God. 2*> And
now, O LORD God, the word that thou hast spoken concerning
thy servant, and concerning his house, establish it for ever, and
do as thou hast said. 26 And let thy name be magnified for ever,
saying, The LORD of hosts is the God over Israel: and let the
house of thy servant David be established before thee. 2’ For
thou, O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, hast revealed to thy servant,
saying, I will build thee an house: therefore hath thy servant
found in his heart to pray this prayer unto thee. 22 And now, O
Lord GOD, thou art that God, and thy words be true, and thou
hast promised this goodness unto thy servant: 2° Therefore now
let it please thee to bless the house of thy servant, that it may
continue for ever before thee: for thou, O Lord GOD, hast spoken
it: and with thy blessing let the house of thy servant be blessed
for ever.

THE DIVIDED MONARCHY

1 Kings entire and 2 Kings 1-17 - in the Douay-Rheims, the
Third Book of Kings and the Fourth as far as the fall of Samaria.
The period runs from Solomon to the deportation of the northern
tribes. Isaias 7, 9 and 11 are read here, at the reign of Achaz to
whom the first of them was spoken.

180. The kingdom torn in two
1Kings 12:1-33

12 ! And Rehoboam went to Shechem: for all Israel were come
to Shechem to make him king. 2 And it came to pass, when
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who was yet in Egypt, heard of it,
(for he was fled from the presence of king Solomon, and Jer-
oboam dwelt in Egypt;) 3 That they sent and called him. And
Jeroboam and all the congregation of Israel came, and spake
unto Rehoboam, saying, * Thy father made our yoke grievous:
now therefore make thou the grievous service of thy father, and
his heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve
thee. ° And he said unto them, Depart yet for three days, then
come again to me. And the people departed.

6 9 And king Rehoboam consulted with the old men, that stood
before Solomon his father while he yet lived, and said, How do
ye advise that I may answer this people? 7 And they spake unto
him, saying, If thou wilt be a servant unto this people this day,
and wilt serve them, and answer them, and speak good words to
them, then they will be thy servants for ever. 8 But he forsook the
counsel of the old men, which they had given him, and consulted
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with the young men that were grown up with him, and which
stood before him: > And he said unto them, What counsel give ye
that we may answer this people, who have spoken to me, saying,
Make the yoke which thy father did put upon us lighter? 1® And
the young men that were grown up with him spake unto him,
saying, Thus shalt thou speak unto this people that spake unto
thee, saying, Thy father made our yoke heavy, but make thou it
lighter unto us; thus shalt thou say unto them, My little finger
shall be thicker than my father’s loins. '* And now whereas my
father did lade you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke:
my father hath chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you
with scorpions.

12 4/ So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the
third day, as the king had appointed, saying, Come to me again
the third day. 1* And the king answered the people roughly,
and forsook the old men’s counsel that they gave him; * And
spake to them after the counsel of the young men, saying, My
father made your yoke heavy, and I will add to your yoke: my
father also chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you
with scorpions. 1® Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the
people; for the cause was from the LORD, that he might perform
his saying, which the LORD spake by Ahijah the Shilonite unto
Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

16 4/ So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto
them, the people answered the king, saying, What portion have
we in David? neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse:
to your tents, O Israel: now see to thine own house, David. So
Israel departed unto their tents. 17 But as for the children of Israel
which dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them.
18 Then king Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was over the tribute;
and all Israel stoned him with stones, that he died. Therefore
king Rehoboam made speed to get him up to his chariot, to flee
to Jerusalem. ¥ So Israel rebelled against the house of David
unto this day. ?° And it came to pass, when all Israel heard that
Jeroboam was come again, that they sent and called him unto
the congregation, and made him king over all Israel: there was
none that followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah
only.

21 4 And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he assem-
bled all the house of Judah, with the tribe of Benjamin, an hun-
dred and fourscore thousand chosen men, which were warriors,
to fight against the house of Israel, to bring the kingdom again
to Rehoboam the son of Solomon. 22 But the word of God came
unto Shemaiah the man of God, saying, 2> Speak unto Rehoboam,
the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and unto all the house of
Judah and Benjamin, and to the remnant of the people, saying,
24 Thus saith the LORD, Ye shall not go up, nor fight against
your brethren the children of Israel: return every man to his
house; for this thing is from me. They hearkened therefore to
the word of the LORD, and returned to depart, according to the
word of the LORD.

25 4 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, and
dwelt therein; and went out from thence, and built Penuel. 26 And
Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom return to
the house of David: 27 If this people go up to do sacrifice in the
house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this
people turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam king of
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Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king
of Judah. 28 Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two
calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go
up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee
up out of the land of Egypt. 2° And he set the one in Beth-el,
and the other put he in Dan. 3° And this thing became a sin:
for the people went to worship before the one, even unto Dan.
31 And he made an house of high places, and made priests of the
lowest of the people, which were not of the sons of Levi. ** And
Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth
day of the month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, and he
offered upon the altar. So did he in Beth-el, sacrificing unto the
calves that he had made: and he placed in Beth-el the priests
of the high places which he had made. ** So he offered upon
the altar which he had made in Beth-el the fifteenth day of the
eighth month, even in the month which he had devised of his
own heart; and ordained a feast unto the children of Israel: and
he offered upon the altar, and burnt incense.

184. Elias on Carmel
1Kings 18:1-46

18 ! And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the
LORD came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, shew thyself
unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth. ? And Elijah
went to shew himself unto Ahab. And there was a sore famine
in Samaria. 3 And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor
of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly: * For it
was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, that
Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a
cave, and fed them with bread and water.) > And Ahab said unto
Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all fountains of water, and unto
all brooks: peradventure we may find grass to save the horses
and mules alive, that we lose not all the beasts. ® So they divided
the land between them to pass throughout it: Ahab went one
way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself.

7 4/ And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah met him:
and he knew him, and fell on his face, and said, Art thou that
my lord Elijah? ® And he answered him, I am: go, tell thy lord,
Behold, Elijah is here. ® And he said, What have I sinned, that
thou wouldest deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to
slay me? 1° As the LORD thy God liveth, there is no nation or
kingdom, whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee: and when
they said, He is not there; he took an oath of the kingdom and
nation, that they found thee not. 1* And now thou sayest, Go,
tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here. '? And it shall come to pass,
as soon as I am gone from thee, that the Spirit of the LORD shall
carry thee whither I know not; and so when I come and tell
Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me: but I thy servant
fear the LORD from my youth. 3 Was it not told my lord what
I did when Jezebel slew the prophets of the LORD, how I hid
an hundred men of the LORD’s prophets by fifty in a cave, and
fed them with bread and water? * And now thou sayest, Go,
tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here: and he shall slay me. 15 And
Elijah said, As the LORD of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I
will surely shew myself unto him to day. ® So Obadiah went to
meet Ahab, and told him: and Ahab went to meet Elijah.

17 4 And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said
unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel? ® And he answered,
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I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in
that ye have forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and
thou hast followed Baalim. ¥ Now therefore send, and gather to
me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four
hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred,
which eat at Jezebel’s table. 2 So Ahab sent unto all the children

of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel.

21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt
ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but
if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a
word. 22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain
a prophet of the LORD; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred
and fifty men. 23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and
let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces,
and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the
other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: 2* And
call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of
the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God.
And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken. 2> And
Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock
for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the
name of your gods, but put no fire under. 26 And they took the
bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on
the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal,
hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they
leaped upon the altar which was made. 27 And it came to pass at
noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a
god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or
peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. 28 And they cried
aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and
lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them. 2° And it came to
pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time
of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither
voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. *® And Elijah
said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people
came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that
was broken down. 3! And Elijah took twelve stones, according
to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the
word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name: 3> And
with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and
he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two
measures of seed. 33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the
bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four
barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the
wood. 3* And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the
second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it
the third time. 3°> And the water ran round about the altar; and
he filled the trench also with water. 3¢ And it came to pass at
the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the
prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and
of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and
that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at
thy word. 37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may
know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned
their heart back again. 38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and
consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and
the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And
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when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said,
The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God. *° And Elijah
said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them
escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to
the brook Kishon, and slew them there.

41 4 And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink;
for there is a sound of abundance of rain. 4> So Ahab went up to
eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and
he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between
his knees, 43 And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward
the sea. And he went up, and looked, and said, There is nothing.
And he said, Go again seven times. ** And it came to pass at the
seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out
of the sea, like a man’s hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab,
Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop thee
not. ¥* And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaven
was black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And
Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel. ¢ And the hand of the LORD
was on Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab
to the entrance of Jezreel.

203. The fall of Samaria
2 Kings 17:1-41

The chapter states why the northern kingdom ended, and is
the plan’s explanation of everything that follows it.

17 1In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah began Hoshea
the son of Elah to reign in Samaria over Israel nine years. 2 And
he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, but not as
the kings of Israel that were before him.

3 4 Against him came up Shalmaneser king of Assyria; and
Hoshea became his servant, and gave him presents. * And the
king of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea: for he had sent
messengers to So king of Egypt, and brought no present to the
king of Assyria, as he had done year by year: therefore the king
of Assyria shut him up, and bound him in prison.

3 § Then the king of Assyria came up throughout all the land,
and went up to Samaria, and besieged it three years.

© 4 In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took
Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, and placed them
in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of
the Medes.

7 For so it was, that the children of Israel had sinned against
the LORD their God, which had brought them up out of the
land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt,
and had feared other gods, 8 And walked in the statutes of the
heathen, whom the LORD cast out from before the children of
Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which they had made. 9 And the
children of Israel did secretly those things that were not right
against the LORD their God, and they built them high places in
all their cities, from the tower of the watchmen to the fenced city.
10 And they set them up images and groves in every high hill,
and under every green tree: 11 And there they burnt incense in
all the high places, as did the heathen whom the LORD carried
away before them; and wrought wicked things to provoke the
LORD to anger: 2 For they served idols, whereof the LORD
had said unto them, Ye shall not do this thing. 1* Yet the LORD
testified against Israel, and against Judah, by all the prophets,
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and by all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, and
keep my commandments and my statutes, according to all the
law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by
my servants the prophets. 1* Notwithstanding they would not
hear, but hardened their necks, like to the neck of their fathers,
that did not believe in the LORD their God. ' And they rejected
his statutes, and his covenant that he made with their fathers,
and his testimonies which he testified against them; and they
followed vanity, and became vain, and went after the heathen
that were round about them, concerning whom the LORD had
charged them, that they should not do like them. ¢ And they
left all the commandments of the LORD their God, and made
them molten images, even two calves, and made a grove, and
worshipped all the host of heaven, and served Baal. 17 And they
caused their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire,
and used divination and enchantments, and sold themselves
to do evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger.
18 Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel, and removed
them out of his sight: there was none left but the tribe of Judah
only. *® Also Judah kept not the commandments of the LORD
their God, but walked in the statutes of Israel which they made.
20 And the LORD rejected all the seed of Israel, and afflicted
them, and delivered them into the hand of spoilers, until he had
cast them out of his sight. 2! For he rent Israel from the house
of David; and they made Jeroboam the son of Nebat king: and
Jeroboam drave Israel from following the LORD, and made them
sin a great sin. 22 For the children of Israel walked in all the sins
of Jeroboam which he did; they departed not from them; 23 Until
the LORD removed Israel out of his sight, as he had said by all
his servants the prophets. So was Israel carried away out of their
own land to Assyria unto this day.

24 4 And the king of Assyria brought men from Babylon, and
from Cuthah, and from Ava, and from Hamath, and from Sephar-
vaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the
children of Israel: and they possessed Samaria, and dwelt in the
cities thereof. 25 And so it was at the beginning of their dwelling
there, that they feared not the LORD: therefore the LORD sent
lions among them, which slew some of them. 26 Wherefore they
spake to the king of Assyria, saying, The nations which thou
hast removed, and placed in the cities of Samaria, know not
the manner of the God of the land: therefore he hath sent lions
among them, and, behold, they slay them, because they know
not the manner of the God of the land. 27 Then the king of As-
syria commanded, saying, Carry thither one of the priests whom
ye brought from thence; and let them go and dwell there, and let
him teach them the manner of the God of the land. 28 Then one
of the priests whom they had carried away from Samaria came
and dwelt in Beth-el, and taught them how they should fear the
LORD. 2° Howbeit every nation made gods of their own, and put
them in the houses of the high places which the Samaritans had
made, every nation in their cities wherein they dwelt. 3® And
the men of Babylon made Succoth-benoth, and the men of Cuth
made Nergal, and the men of Hamath made Ashima, 31 And the
Avites made Nibhaz and Tartak, and the Sepharvites burnt their
children in fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of
Sepharvaim. 32 So they feared the LORD, and made unto them-
selves of the lowest of them priests of the high places, which
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sacrificed for them in the houses of the high places. ** They
feared the LORD, and served their own gods, after the manner
of the nations whom they carried away from thence. 3 Unto this
day they do after the former manners: they fear not the LORD,
neither do they after their statutes, or after their ordinances, or
after the law and commandment which the LORD commanded
the children of Jacob, whom he named Israel; 3°> With whom the
LORD had made a covenant, and charged them, saying, Ye shall
not fear other gods, nor bow yourselves to them, nor serve them,
nor sacrifice to them: 3¢ But the LORD, who brought you up out
of the land of Egypt with great power and a stretched out arm,
him shall ye fear, and him shall ye worship, and to him shall ye
do sacrifice. 37 And the statutes, and the ordinances, and the law,
and the commandment, which he wrote for you, ye shall observe
to do for evermore; and ye shall not fear other gods. 3 And the
covenant that I have made with you ye shall not forget; neither
shall ye fear other gods. 3 But the LORD your God ye shall fear;
and he shall deliver you out of the hand of all your enemies.
40 Howbeit they did not hearken, but they did after their former
manner. 4! So these nations feared the LORD, and served their
graven images, both their children, and their children’s children:
as did their fathers, so do they unto this day.

ExILE

2 Kings 18-25: Juda alone, from Ezechias to the burning of
the temple, with the prophetic and deuterocanonical material
the exile requires. Ezechias and Josias stand here rather than in
the Divided Kingdom because their reigns are the last reprieve
before the deportation, and the book treats them so.

205. The angel of the Lord before Jerusalem
2 Kings 19:1-37

19 ! And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he
rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went
into the house of the LORD. 2 And he sent Eliakim, which was
over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the
priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet the son
of Amoz. > And they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This
day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and blasphemy: for the
children are come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring
forth. * It may be the LORD thy God will hear all the words of
Rab-shakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to
reproach the living God; and will reprove the words which the
LORD thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for the
remnant that are left. *> So the servants of king Hezekiah came
to Isaiah.

6 4 And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say to your master,
Thus saith the LORD, Be not afraid of the words which thou
hast heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have
blasphemed me. 7 Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he
shall hear a rumour, and shall return to his own land; and I will
cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.

8 4/ So Rab-shakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria
warring against Libnah: for he had heard that he was departed
from Lachish. ® And when he heard say of Tirhakah king of
Ethiopia, Behold, he is come out to fight against thee: he sent
messengers again unto Hezekiah, saying, 1° Thus shall ye speak
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to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God in whom thou
trustest deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be delivered
into the hand of the king of Assyria. 1 Behold, thou hast heard
what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, by destroying
them utterly: and shalt thou be delivered? 2 Have the gods of
the nations delivered them which my fathers have destroyed; as
Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which
were in Thelasar? ' Where is the king of Hamath, and the king
of Arpad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, of Hena, and
Ivah?

14 € And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the mes-
sengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up into the house of the
LORD, and spread it before the LORD. ** And Hezekiah prayed
before the LORD, and said, O LORD God of Israel, which dwellest
between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of
all the kingdoms of the earth; thou hast made heaven and earth.
16 LORD, bow down thine ear, and hear: open, LORD, thine eyes,
and see: and hear the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent
him to reproach the living God. 17 Of a truth, LORD, the kings of
Assyria have destroyed the nations and their lands, '® And have
cast their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, but the work
of men’s hands, wood and stone: therefore they have destroyed
them. 1® Now therefore, O LORD our God, I beseech thee, save
thou us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may
know that thou art the LORD God, even thou only.

20 9 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying,
Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, That which thou hast prayed
to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria I have heard. ! This
is the word that the LORD hath spoken concerning him; The
virgin the daughter of Zion hath despised thee, and laughed thee
to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee.
22 Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against
whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on
high? even against the Holy One of Israel. ?* By thy messengers
thou hast reproached the Lord, and hast said, With the multitude
of my chariots I am come up to the height of the mountains,
to the sides of Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar trees
thereof, and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into
the lodgings of his borders, and into the forest of his Carmel.
241 have digged and drunk strange waters, and with the sole of
my feet have I dried up all the rivers of besieged places. 2° Hast
thou not heard long ago how I have done it, and of ancient
times that I have formed it? now have I brought it to pass, that
thou shouldest be to lay waste fenced cities into ruinous heaps.
26 Therefore their inhabitants were of small power, they were
dismayed and confounded; they were as the grass of the field,
and as the green herb, as the grass on the housetops, and as
corn blasted before it be grown up. 27 But I know thy abode,
and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against me.
28 Because thy rage against me and thy tumult is come up into
mine ears, therefore I will put my hook in thy nose, and my
bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which
thou camest. 22 And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat
this year such things as grow of themselves, and in the second
year that which springeth of the same; and in the third year
sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruits thereof.
30 And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall
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yet again take root downward, and bear fruit upward. 3! For
out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape
out of mount Zion: the zeal of the LORD of hosts shall do this.
32 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria,
He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor
come before it with shield, nor cast a bank against it. 3* By the
way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not
come into this city, saith the LORD. ** For I will defend this city,
to save it, for mine own sake, and for my servant David’s sake.

35 € And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the LORD
went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred
fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the
morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. 3¢ So Sennacherib
king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at
Nineveh. 37 And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the
house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his
sons smote him with the sword: and they escaped into the land
of Armenia. And Esar-haddon his son reigned in his stead.

208. The reform and the death of Josias
2 Kings 23:1-37

23 ! And the king sent, and they gathered unto him all the elders
of Judah and of Jerusalem. ? And the king went up into the house
of the LORD, and all the men of Judah and all the inhabitants
of Jerusalem with him, and the priests, and the prophets, and
all the people, both small and great: and he read in their ears all
the words of the book of the covenant which was found in the
house of the LORD.

3 4/ And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant before
the LORD, to walk after the LORD, and to keep his command-
ments and his testimonies and his statutes with all their heart
and all their soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were
written in this book. And all the people stood to the covenant.

4 And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, and the
priests of the second order, and the keepers of the door, to bring
forth out of the temple of the LORD all the vessels that were
made for Baal, and for the grove, and for all the host of heaven:
and he burned them without Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron,
and carried the ashes of them unto Beth-el. > And he put down
the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Judah had ordained to
burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the
places round about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense
unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to
all the host of heaven. ¢ And he brought out the grove from the
house of the LORD, without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron,
and burned it at the brook Kidron, and stamped it small to pow-
der, and cast the powder thereof upon the graves of the children
of the people. 7 And he brake down the houses of the sodomites,
that were by the house of the LORD, where the women wove
hangings for the grove. 8 And he brought all the priests out of
the cities of Judah, and defiled the high places where the priests
had burned incense, from Geba to Beer-sheba, and brake down
the high places of the gates that were in the entering in of the
gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which were on a man’s
left hand at the gate of the city. ° Nevertheless the priests of the
high places came not up to the altar of the LORD in Jerusalem,
but they did eat of the unleavened bread among their brethren.
10 And he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the children
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of Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his daughter to
pass through the fire to Molech. * And he took away the horses
that the kings of Judah had given to the sun, at the entering in
of the house of the LORD, by the chamber of Nathan-melech
the chamberlain, which was in the suburbs, and burned the
chariots of the sun with fire. > And the altars that were on the
top of the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah
had made, and the altars which Manasseh had made in the two
courts of the house of the LORD, did the king beat down, and
brake them down from thence, and cast the dust of them into the
brook Kidron. 13 And the high places that were before Jerusalem,
which were on the right hand of the mount of corruption, which
Solomon the king of Israel had builded for Ashtoreth the abomi-
nation of the Zidonians, and for Chemosh the abomination of
the Moabites, and for Milcom the abomination of the children
of Ammon, did the king defile. 1* And he brake in pieces the
images, and cut down the groves, and filled their places with the
bones of men.

15 4 Moreover the altar that was at Beth-el, and the high place
which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had
made, both that altar and the high place he brake down, and
burned the high place, and stamped it small to powder, and
burned the grove. ® And as Josiah turned himself, he spied the
sepulchres that were there in the mount, and sent, and took the
bones out of the sepulchres, and burned them upon the altar,
and polluted it, according to the word of the LORD which the
man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these words. 7 Then
he said, What title is that that I see? And the men of the city
told him, It is the sepulchre of the man of God, which came from
Judah, and proclaimed these things that thou hast done against
the altar of Beth-el. ® And he said, Let him alone; let no man
move his bones. So they let his bones alone, with the bones of
the prophet that came out of Samaria. 1 And all the houses also
of the high places that were in the cities of Samaria, which the
kings of Israel had made to provoke the Lord to anger, Josiah
took away, and did to them according to all the acts that he had
done in Beth-el. 2° And he slew all the priests of the high places
that were there upon the altars, and burned men’s bones upon
them, and returned to Jerusalem.

21 4 And the king commanded all the people, saying, Keep
the passover unto the LORD your God, as it is written in the
book of this covenant. 22 Surely there was not holden such a
passover from the days of the judges that judged Israel, nor in all
the days of the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah; 23 But
in the eighteenth year of king Josiah, wherein this passover was
holden to the LORD in Jerusalem.

24 4 Moreover the workers with familiar spirits, and the wiz-
ards, and the images, and the idols, and all the abominations that
were spied in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, did Josiah put
away, that he might perform the words of the law which were
written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of
the LORD. 2> And like unto him was there no king before him,
that turned to the LORD with all his heart, and with all his soul,
and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses; neither
after him arose there any like him.

26 4 Notwithstanding the LORD turned not from the fierce-
ness of his great wrath, wherewith his anger was kindled against
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Judah, because of all the provocations that Manasseh had pro-
voked him withal. 27 And the LORD said, I will remove Judah
also out of my sight, as I have removed Israel, and will cast off
this city Jerusalem which I have chosen, and the house of which
I said, My name shall be there. 28 Now the rest of the acts of
Josiah, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

29 4 In his days Pharaoh-nechoh king of Egypt went up against
the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates: and king Josiah went
against him; and he slew him at Megiddo, when he had seen
him. 3® And his servants carried him in a chariot dead from
Megiddo, and brought him to Jerusalem, and buried him in his
own sepulchre. And the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son
of Josiah, and anointed him, and made him king in his father’s
stead.

31 q Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he be-
gan to reign; and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. And
his mother’s name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of
Libnah. 32 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the
LORD, according to all that his fathers had done. 33 And Pharaoh-
nechoh put him in bands at Riblah in the land of Hamath, that he
might not reign in Jerusalem; and put the land to a tribute of an
hundred talents of silver, and a talent of gold. ** And Pharaoh-
nechoh made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the room of Josiah
his father, and turned his name to Jehoiakim, and took Jehoahaz
away: and he came to Egypt, and died there. ** And Jehoiakim
gave the silver and the gold to Pharaoh; but he taxed the land to
give the money according to the commandment of Pharaoh: he
exacted the silver and the gold of the people of the land, of every
one according to his taxation, to give it unto Pharaoh-nechoh.

36 4 Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began
to reign; and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his
mother’s name was Zebudah, the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah.
37 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD,
according to all that his fathers had done.

210. The fall of Jerusalem
2 Kings 25:1-30

The temple is burned. The lowest point of the plan, and the
ground of everything the prophets afterwards say.

25 ! And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the
tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnez-
zar king of Babylon came, he, and all his host, against Jerusalem,
and pitched against it; and they built forts against it round about.
2 And the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king
Zedekiah. * And on the ninth day of the fourth month the famine
prevailed in the city, and there was no bread for the people of
the land.

4 4 And the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled
by night by the way of the gate between two walls, which is
by the king’s garden: (now the Chaldees were against the city
round about:) and the king went the way toward the plain. > And
the army of the Chaldees pursued after the king, and overtook
him in the plains of Jericho: and all his army were scattered
from him. ® So they took the king, and brought him up to the
king of Babylon to Riblah; and they gave judgment upon him.
7 And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put
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out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters of brass,
and carried him to Babylon.

8 4 And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month,
which is the nineteenth year of king Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, came Nebuzar-adan, captain of the guard, a servant of
the king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem: 2 And he burnt the house of
the LORD, and the king’s house, and all the houses of Jerusalem,
and every great man’s house burnt he with fire. 1 And all the
army of the Chaldees, that were with the captain of the guard,
brake down the walls of Jerusalem round about. * Now the rest
of the people that were left in the city, and the fugitives that fell
away to the king of Babylon, with the remnant of the multitude,
did Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard carry away. '? But the
captain of the guard left of the poor of the land to be vinedressers
and husbandmen. ® And the pillars of brass that were in the
house of the LORD, and the bases, and the brasen sea that was
in the house of the LORD, did the Chaldees break in pieces, and
carried the brass of them to Babylon. * And the pots, and the
shovels, and the snuffers, and the spoons, and all the vessels of
brass wherewith they ministered, took they away. 1 And the
firepans, and the bowls, and such things as were of gold, in gold,
and of silver, in silver, the captain of the guard took away. 1 The
two pillars, one sea, and the bases which Solomon had made for
the house of the LORD; the brass of all these vessels was without
weight. 17 The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, and
the chapiter upon it was brass: and the height of the chapiter
three cubits; and the wreathen work, and pomegranates upon
the chapiter round about, all of brass: and like unto these had
the second pillar with wreathen work.

18 4 And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest,
and Zephaniah the second priest, and the three keepers of the
door: ¥ And out of the city he took an officer that was set over
the men of war, and five men of them that were in the king’s
presence, which were found in the city, and the principal scribe of
the host, which mustered the people of the land, and threescore
men of the people of the land that were found in the city: 2° And
Nebuzar-adan captain of the guard took these, and brought them
to the king of Babylon to Riblah: 2! And the king of Babylon
smote them, and slew them at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So
Judah was carried away out of their land.

22 4/ And as for the people that remained in the land of Ju-
dah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had left, even over
them he made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan,
ruler. 2 And when all the captains of the armies, they and their
men, heard that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah gov-
ernor, there came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ishmael the son
of Nethaniah, and Johanan the son of Careah, and Seraiah the
son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the son of
a Maachathite, they and their men. 2* And Gedaliah sware to
them, and to their men, and said unto them, Fear not to be the
servants of the Chaldees: dwell in the land, and serve the king
of Babylon; and it shall be well with you. 2° But it came to pass
in the seventh month, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the
son of Elishama, of the seed royal, came, and ten men with him,
and smote Gedaliah, that he died, and the Jews and the Chaldees
that were with him at Mizpah. 26 And all the people, both small
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and great, and the captains of the armies, arose, and came to
Egypt: for they were afraid of the Chaldees.

27 4/ And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the
captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on
the seven and twentieth day of the month, that Evil-merodach
king of Babylon in the year that he began to reign did lift up
the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah out of prison; 22 And he
spake kindly to him, and set his throne above the throne of the
kings that were with him in Babylon; 2° And changed his prison
garments: and he did eat bread continually before him all the
days of his life. 3 And his allowance was a continual allowance
given him of the king, a daily rate for every day, all the days of
his life.

RETURN AND RESTORATION

Esdras (Ezra) and Nehemias entire but for their registers, with
Esther and Judith. The Douay-Rheims prints the first two as
the First and Second Books of Esdras. Esdras 2, Nehemias 3 and
Nehemias 7 are lists of names and are passed over on the same
rule that omits Genesis 5, 10 and 36.

235. The decree of Cyrus
Ezra 1:1-11

Douay-Rheims title: the First Book of Esdras. Esdras 2, the
register of those who returned, is omitted.

1 *Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word
of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the
LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made
a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in
writing, saying, 2 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD
God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and
he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which
is in Judah. ® Who is there among you of all his people? his God
be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah,
and build the house of the LORD God of Israel, (he is the God,)
which is in Jerusalem. * And whosoever remaineth in any place
where he sojourneth, let the men of his place help him with
silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, beside
the freewill offering for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.

5 4 Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Ben-
jamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit
God had raised, to go up to build the house of the LORD which
is in Jerusalem. ® And all they that were about them strength-
ened their hands with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods,
and with beasts, and with precious things, beside all that was
willingly offered.

7 4 Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the house
of the LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out of
Jerusalem, and had put them in the house of his gods; 8 Even
those did Cyrus king of Persia bring forth by the hand of Mithre-
dath the treasurer, and numbered them unto Sheshbazzar, the
prince of Judah. ® And this is the number of them: thirty chargers
of gold, a thousand chargers of silver, nine and twenty knives,
10 Thirty basons of gold, silver basons of a second sort four hun-
dred and ten, and other vessels a thousand. ' All the vessels
of gold and of silver were five thousand and four hundred. All
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these did Sheshbazzar bring up with them of the captivity that
were brought up from Babylon unto Jerusalem.

245. Esdras reads the law
Nehemiah 8:1-18

"The joy of the Lord is our strength." The people hear the law
they had lost, and the restored community is constituted around
it.

8 1 And all the people gathered themselves together as one
man into the street that was before the water gate; and they
spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of
Moses, which the LORD had commanded to Israel. 2 And Ezra
the priest brought the law before the congregation both of men
and women, and all that could hear with understanding, upon
the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read therein be-
fore the street that was before the water gate from the morning
until midday, before the men and the women, and those that
could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive
unto the book of the law. * And Ezra the scribe stood upon a
pulpit of wood, which they had made for the purpose; and be-
side him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and Urijah,
and Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on his right hand; and on his left
hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, and Hashum, and
Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam. > And Ezra opened the
book in the sight of all the people; (for he was above all the peo-
ple;) and when he opened it, all the people stood up: ® And Ezra
blessed the LORD, the great God. And all the people answered,
Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they bowed their
heads, and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground.
7 Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai,
Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and
the Levites, caused the people to understand the law: and the
people stood in their place. 8 So they read in the book in the
law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to
understand the reading.

9 4 And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest
the scribe, and the Levites that taught the people, said unto all
the people, This day is holy unto the LORD your God; mourn
not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they heard the
words of the law. 1° Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat
the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for
whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord:
neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength.
1150 the Levites stilled all the people, saying, Hold your peace,
for the day is holy; neither be ye grieved. > And all the people
went their way to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and to
make great mirth, because they had understood the words that
were declared unto them.

13 4/ And on the second day were gathered together the chief
of the fathers of all the people, the priests, and the Levites, unto
Ezra the scribe, even to understand the words of the law. 1 And
they found written in the law which the LORD had commanded
by Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in booths in
the feast of the seventh month: > And that they should publish
and proclaim in all their cities, and in Jerusalem, saying, Go forth
unto the mount, and fetch olive branches, and pine branches,
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and myrtle branches, and palm branches, and branches of thick
trees, to make booths, as it is written.

16 4/ So the people went forth, and brought them, and made
themselves booths, every one upon the roof of his house, and in
their courts, and in the courts of the house of God, and in the
street of the water gate, and in the street of the gate of Ephraim.
17 And all the congregation of them that were come again out of
the captivity made booths, and sat under the booths: for since
the days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that day had not the
children of Israel done so. And there was very great gladness.
18 Also day by day, from the first day unto the last day, he read
in the book of the law of God. And they kept the feast seven
days; and on the eighth day was a solemn assembly, according
unto the manner.

MAcCCABEAN REvVOLT

1 Machabees entire, with the two martyr chapters of 2 Mach-
abees. Both books are deuterocanonical and belong to the 73-
book canon; an abridgement built on a 66-book canon has no
period here at all, and the centuries before Christ go silent.

263. The desolation of the sanctuary
1 Maccabees 1:1-67

The Greek kingdoms, and the abomination set upon the altar.
Deuterocanonical.

This edition does not carry this reading.

1Mach 1:65 is past 1Mach 1:64, the last verse this edition prints in
that chapter; record where this edition carries it in its verse aliases, or
correct the citation

267. The sanctuary cleansed
1 Maccabees 4:36-61

The dedication kept afterwards as a feast, and named in St.
John 10:22, which this plan reads.

4 3% Then said Judas and his brethren, Behold, our enemies are
discomfited: let us go up to cleanse and dedicate the sanctuary.
37 Upon this all the host assembled themselves together, and
went up into mount Sion. 3 And when they saw the sanctuary
desolate, and the altar profaned, and the gates burned up, and
shrubs growing in the courts as in a forest, or in one of the
mountains, yea, and the priests’ chambers pulled down; 3 They
rent their clothes, and made great lamentation, and cast ashes
upon their heads, *° And fell down flat to the ground upon their
faces, and blew an alarm with the trumpets, and cried toward
heaven. #! Then Judas appointed certain men to fight against
those that were in the fortress, until he had cleansed the sanc-
tuary. 42 So he chose priests of blameless conversation, such as
had pleasure in the law: ** Who cleansed the sanctuary, and
bare out the defiled stones into an unclean place. ** And when
as they consulted what to do with the altar of burnt offerings,
which was profaned; *° They thought it best to pull it down, lest
it should be a reproach to them, because the heathen had defiled
it: wherefore they pulled it down, *® And laid up the stones in the
mountain of the temple in a convenient place, until there should
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come a prophet to shew what should be done with them. 47 Then
they took whole stones according to the law, and built a new
altar according to the former; ** And made up the sanctuary, and
the things that were within the temple, and hallowed the courts.
%9 They made also new holy vessels, and into the temple they
brought the candlestick, and the altar of burnt offerings, and
of incense, and the table. >** And upon the altar they burned in-
cense, and the lamps that were upon the candlestick they lighted,
that they might give light in the temple. 31 Furthermore they set
the loaves upon the table, and spread out the veils, and finished
all the works which they had begun to make. > Now on the
five and twentieth day of the ninth month, which is called the
month Casleu, in the hundred forty and eighth year, they rose
up betimes in the morning, 3> And offered sacrifice according to
the law upon the new altar of burnt offerings, which they had
made. 3 Look, at what time and what day the heathen had pro-
faned it, even in that was it dedicated with songs, and citherns,
and harps, and cymbals. 3°> Then all the people fell upon their
faces, worshipping and praising the God of heaven, who had
given them good success. >® And so they kept the dedication of
the altar eight days and offered burnt offerings with gladness,
and sacrificed the sacrifice of deliverance and praise. >’ They
decked also the forefront of the temple with crowns of gold, and
with shields; and the gates and the chambers they renewed, and
hanged doors upon them. 3 Thus was there very great gladness
among the people, for that the reproach of the heathen was put
away. > Moreover Judas and his brethren with the whole con-
gregation of Israel ordained, that the days of the dedication of
the altar should be kept in their season from year to year by
the space of eight days, from the five and twentieth day of the
month Casleu, with mirth and gladness. °° At that time also they
builded up the mount Sion with high walls and strong towers
round about, lest the Gentiles should come and tread it down as
they had done before. ®! And they set there a garrison to keep
it, and fortified Bethsura to preserve it; that the people might
have a defence against Idumea.

THE L1FE OoF CHRIST

St. Luke entire is the spine of this period: it is the gospel
written as a continuous narrative, and it carries the infancy,
the journey to Jerusalem, and the resurrection appearances. St.
Matthew, St. Mark and St. John enter at the year tier only, and
only where they give what St. Luke does not.

282. The Annunciation and the Nativity
Luke 1:26-38; 2:1-20 — here Luke 1:26-2:20

Read as one sitting from two places in St. Luke. The angel’s
promise of a throne and a kingdom without end answers 2
Samuel 7, read earlier in this plan.

1 26 And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God
unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, 2’ To a virgin espoused
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and
the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And the angel came in unto
her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is
with thee: blessed art thou among women. 2° And when she saw
him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what
manner of salutation this should be. 3 And the angel said unto
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her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. 3! And,
behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son,
and shalt call his name JESUS. 32 He shall be great, and shall be
called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto
him the throne of his father David: ** And he shall reign over
the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be
no end. 3* Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be,
seeing I know not a man? > And the angel answered and said
unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power
of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy
thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.
36 And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a
son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who
was called barren. 37 For with God nothing shall be impossible.
38 And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto
me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her.

2 1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a
decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.
2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor
of Syria.) 3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own
city. * And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of
Nazareth, into Judeea, unto the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)
>To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with
child. ® And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were
accomplished that she should be delivered. 7 And she brought
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them
in the inn. 8 And there were in the same country shepherds
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory
of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which
is Christ the Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and saying, * Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 1> And it
came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into
heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even
unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which
the Lord hath made known unto us. ' And they came with haste,
and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.
17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the
saying which was told them concerning this child. ¥ And all
they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them
by the shepherds. ¥ But Mary kept all these things, and pondered
them in her heart. 2° And the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as
it was told unto them.

304. The confession of Peter, and the Transfiguration
Luke 9:18-36

Moses and Elias, read in this plan at Sinai and at Carmel, stand
with him.



325. The Passion

9 18 And it came to pass, as he was alone praying, his disciples
were with him: and he asked them, saying, Whom say the people
that I am? ! They answering said, John the Baptist; but some
say, Elias; and others say, that one of the old prophets is risen
again. 2° He said unto them, But whom say ye that [ am? Peter
answering said, The Christ of God. ?! And he straitly charged
them, and commanded them to tell no man that thing; 2 Saying,
The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised
the third day.

23 4 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.
24 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever
will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it. 2> For what is
a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself,
or be cast away? 26 For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and
of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he
shall come in his own glory, and in his Father’s, and of the holy
angels. 27 But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing here,
which shall not taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God.

28 €/ And it came to pass about an eight days after these say-
ings, he took Peter and John and James, and went up into a
mountain to pray. 22 And as he prayed, the fashion of his coun-
tenance was altered, and his raiment was white and glistering.
30 And, behold, there talked with him two men, which were
Moses and Elias: 3! Who appeared in glory, and spake of his
decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 But Peter
and they that were with him were heavy with sleep: and when
they were awake, they saw his glory, and the two men that stood
with him. 3 And it came to pass, as they departed from him,
Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let
us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and
one for Elias: not knowing what he said. > While he thus spake,
there came a cloud, and overshadowed them: and they feared
as they entered into the cloud. 3> And there came a voice out
of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. 3¢ And
when the voice was past, Jesus was found alone. And they kept
it close, and told no man in those days any of those things which
they had seen.

325. The Passion
Luke 23:1-56

23 1 And the whole multitude of them arose, and led him unto
Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this
fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to
Ceesar, saying that he himself is Christ a King. > And Pilate asked
him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he answered
him and said, Thou sayest it. * Then said Pilate to the chief
priests and to the people, I find no fault in this man. > And
they were the more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the people,
teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this
place. ® When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man
were a Galilzean. 7 And as soon as he knew that he belonged
unto Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who himself
also was at Jerusalem at that time.

8 € And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he
was desirous to see him of a long season, because he had heard
many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle
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done by him. ? Then he questioned with him in many words; but
he answered him nothing. '® And the chief priests and scribes
stood and vehemently accused him. ! And Herod with his men
of war set him at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed him in
a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate.

12 4 And the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends
together: for before they were at enmity between themselves.

13 4] And Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests
and the rulers and the people, ' Said unto them, Ye have brought
this man unto me, as one that perverteth the people: and, behold,
I, having examined him before you, have found no fault in this
man touching those things whereof ye accuse him: ' No, nor
yet Herod: for I sent you to him; and, lo, nothing worthy of
death is done unto him. 1°1 will therefore chastise him, and
release him. 17 (For of necessity he must release one unto them
at the feast.) 1® And they cried out all at once, saying, Away with
this man, and release unto us Barabbas: 1 (Who for a certain
sedition made in the city, and for murder, was cast into prison.)
20 pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, spake again to them.
21 But they cried, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. 22 And he
said unto them the third time, Why, what evil hath he done? I
have found no cause of death in him: I will therefore chastise
him, and let him go. 2* And they were instant with loud voices,
requiring that he might be crucified. And the voices of them
and of the chief priests prevailed. > And Pilate gave sentence
that it should be as they required. 2 And he released unto them
him that for sedition and murder was cast into prison, whom
they had desired; but he delivered Jesus to their will. 2 And as
they led him away, they laid hold upon one Simon, a Cyrenian,
coming out of the country, and on him they laid the cross, that
he might bear it after Jesus.

27 4 And there followed him a great company of people, and
of women, which also bewailed and lamented him. 28 But Jesus
turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for
me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. 2° For, behold,
the days are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed are the
barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never
gave suck. 3° Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall
on us; and to the hills, Cover us. 3! For if they do these things in a
green tree, what shall be done in the dry? *? And there were also
two other, malefactors, led with him to be put to death. 33 And
when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there
they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand,
and the other on the left.

34 4 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not
what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. 3> And
the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them de-
rided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be
Christ, the chosen of God. 3¢ And the soldiers also mocked him,
coming to him, and offering him vinegar, >” And saying, If thou
be the king of the Jews, save thyself. *® And a superscription
also was written over him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and
Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

39 € And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on
him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. *° But the other
answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing
thou art in the same condemnation? 4! And we indeed justly;
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for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath
done nothing amiss. 4 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember
me when thou comest into thy kingdom. #3 And Jesus said unto
him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in
paradise. 44 And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a
darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. 4> And the sun
was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst.
46 4 And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Fa-
ther, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus,
he gave up the ghost. 7 Now when the centurion saw what was
done, he glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous
man. *® And all the people that came together to that sight, be-
holding the things which were done, smote their breasts, and
returned. *° And all his acquaintance, and the women that fol-
lowed him from Galilee, stood afar off, beholding these things.
50 4 And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a counsellor;
and he was a good man, and a just: > (The same had not con-
sented to the counsel and deed of them;) he was of Arimatheea,
a city of the Jews: who also himself waited for the kingdom of
God. *2 This man went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus.
53 And he took it down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a
sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was
laid. °* And that day was the preparation, and the sabbath drew
on. °> And the women also, which came with him from Galilee,
followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was
laid. 3¢ And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments;
and rested the sabbath day according to the commandment.

328. The resurrection, and the road to Emmaus
Luke 24:1-53

24 Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the
morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices
which they had prepared, and certain others with them. 2 And
they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. * And they
entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus. * And it
came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold,
two men stood by them in shining garments: > And as they were
afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto
them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? ® He is not here,
but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was
yet in Galilee, 7 Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into
the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise
again. 8 And they remembered his words, ® And returned from
the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to
all the rest. 1° It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the
mother of James, and other women that were with them, which
told these things unto the apostles. * And their words seemed
to them as idle tales, and they believed them not. 12 Then arose
Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping down, he beheld
the linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wondering
in himself at that which was come to pass.

13 4 And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village
called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore fur-
longs. * And they talked together of all these things which had
happened. 1*> And it came to pass, that, while they communed
together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with
them. 16 But their eyes were holden that they should not know
him. 17 And he said unto them, What manner of communications
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are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad?
18 And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering
said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast
not known the things which are come to pass there in these
days? ¥ And he said unto them, What things? And they said
unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people: 2° And
how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be con-
demned to death, and have crucified him. 2! But we trusted that
it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all
this, to day is the third day since these things were done. 22 Yea,
and certain women also of our company made us astonished,
which were early at the sepulchre; 2> And when they found not
his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision
of angels, which said that he was alive. 24 And certain of them
which were with us went to the sepulchre, and found it even
so as the women had said: but him they saw not. 2° Then he
said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that
the prophets have spoken: 26 Ought not Christ to have suffered
these things, and to enter into his glory? 2” And beginning at
Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the
scriptures the things concerning himself. 22 And they drew nigh
unto the village, whither they went: and he made as though he
would have gone further. 2 But they constrained him, saying,
Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.
And he went in to tarry with them. 3° And it came to pass, as he
sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake,
and gave to them. 3! And their eyes were opened, and they knew
him; and he vanished out of their sight. 32 And they said one
to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked
with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?
33 And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem,
and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with
them, 3* Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to
Simon. 3* And they told what things were done in the way, and
how he was known of them in breaking of bread.

36 4 And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst
of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 37 But they
were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a
spirit. ¥ And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why
do thoughts arise in your hearts? 3 Behold my hands and my
feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not
flesh and bones, as ye see me have. *° And when he had thus
spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet. ! And while
they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them,
Have ye here any meat? *? And they gave him a piece of a broiled
fish, and of an honeycomb. 43 And he took it, and did eat before
them. 4* And he said unto them, These are the words which I
spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must
be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the
prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. > Then opened he
their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures,
46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: *” And
that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his
name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 8 And ye are
witnesses of these things.



334. Pentecost

49 4/ And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you:
but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with
power from on high.

30 4 And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted
up his hands, and blessed them. 51 And it came to pass, while
he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into
heaven. *> And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem
with great joy: >* And were continually in the temple, praising
and blessing God. Amen.

THE Arostoric CHURCH

The Acts of the Apostles entire, from the Ascension to Rome,
with three psalms the apostles preach from, and one passage of
the Apocalypse to close the arc opened in Genesis 1. The epistles
are not read; see the omissions.

334. Pentecost
Acts 2:1-47

Babel, read in the Early World, is answered here. St. Peter
preaches from Joel and from Psalms 15 and 109.

2 1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all
with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the
house where they were sitting. > And there appeared unto them
cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. * And
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. > And there
were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation
under heaven. ® Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude
came together, and were confounded, because that every man
heard them speak in his own language. 7 And they were all
amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all
these which speak Galilzeans? 8 And how hear we every man in
our own tongue, wherein we were born? ° Parthians, and Medes,
and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judeea,
and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, 1° Phrygia, and Pamphylia,
in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers
of Rome, Jews and proselytes, 1! Cretes and Arabians, we do hear
them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. > And
they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another,
What meaneth this? 13 Others mocking said, These men are full
of new wine.

14 4 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice,
and said unto them, Ye men of Judeea, and all ye that dwell at
Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words:
15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but
the third hour of the day. 1® But this is that which was spoken
by the prophet Joel; 7 And it shall come to pass in the last
days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:
18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out
in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: * And I will
shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath;
blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 2° The sun shall be turned
into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and
notable day of the Lord come: 2! And it shall come to pass, that
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whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man
approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs,
which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also
know: 23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have
crucified and slain: 2* Whom God hath raised up, having loosed
the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should
be holden of it. 25 For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw
the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand,
that I should not be moved: 26 Therefore did my heart rejoice,
and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in
hope: 27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 2® Thou hast made
known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy
with thy countenance. 2 Men and brethren, let me freely speak
unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried,
and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 3® Therefore being a
prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him,
that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would
raise up Christ to sit on his throne; 3! He seeing this before
spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left
in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. *2 This Jesus hath
God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. > Therefore being
by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the
Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this,
which ye now see and hear. 3 For David is not ascended into
the heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord,
Sit thou on my right hand, 3 Until I make thy foes thy footstool.
36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God
hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord
and Christ.

37  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their
heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men
and brethren, what shall we do? 38 Then Peter said unto them,
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift
of the Holy Ghost. 3° For the promise is unto you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our
God shall call. ** And with many other words did he testify and
exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation.

41 q Then they that gladly received his word were baptized:
and the same day there were added unto them about three thou-
sand souls. 2 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doc-
trine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs
were done by the apostles. ** And all that believed were together,
and had all things common; *° And sold their possessions and
goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. ¢ And
they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and break-
ing bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness
and singleness of heart, 7 Praising God, and having favour with
all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as
should be saved.



342. The conversion of Saul

342. The conversion of Saul
Acts 9:1-31

9 ! And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter
against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, > And
desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he
found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he
might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. * And as he journeyed,
he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about
him a light from heaven: 4 And he fell to the earth, and heard
a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?
5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus
whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the
pricks. ¢ And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go
into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. ? And
the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a
voice, but seeing no man. 8 And Saul arose from the earth; and
when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by
the hand, and brought him into Damascus. ? And he was three
days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.

10 4 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named
Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And
he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 1* And the Lord said unto him,
Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire
in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold,
he prayeth, 12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias
coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his
sight. > Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of
this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem:
14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all
that call on thy name. *® But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way:
for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the
Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: '® For I will shew
him how great things he must suffer for my name’s sake. 7 And
Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting
his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that
appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that
thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.
18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales:
and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.
19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then
was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus.
20 And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that
he is the Son of God. 2! But all that heard him were amazed,
and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called on this
name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might
bring them bound unto the chief priests? 22 But Saul increased
the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at
Damascus, proving that this is very Christ.

23 4/ And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took
counsel to kill him: ?* But their laying await was known of Saul.
And they watched the gates day and night to kill him. 2°> Then
the disciples took him by night, and let him down by the wall in
a basket. 26 And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed
to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him,
and believed not that he was a disciple. 2 But Barnabas took
him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them
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how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken
to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the
name of Jesus. 2 And he was with them coming in and going
out at Jerusalem. 2° And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and disputed against the Grecians: but they went about
to slay him. 3® Which when the brethren knew, they brought
him down to Ceesarea, and sent him forth to Tarsus. 3! Then had
the churches rest throughout all Judeea and Galilee and Samaria,
and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the
comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.

343. Cornelius, and the door opened to the Gentiles
Acts 9:32-11:18

9 32 And it came to pass, as Peter passed throughout all quarters,
he came down also to the saints which dwelt at Lydda. ** And
there he found a certain man named Zneas, which had kept
his bed eight years, and was sick of the palsy. ** And Peter said
unto him, Eneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and
make thy bed. And he arose immediately. > And all that dwelt
at Lydda and Saron saw him, and turned to the Lord.

36 4 Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha,
which by interpretation is called Dorcas: this woman was full of
good works and almsdeeds which she did. 3’ And it came to pass
in those days, that she was sick, and died: whom when they had
washed, they laid her in an upper chamber. 38 And forasmuch
as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the disciples had heard that
Peter was there, they sent unto him two men, desiring him that
he would not delay to come to them. 3° Then Peter arose and
went with them. When he was come, they brought him into
the upper chamber: and all the widows stood by him weeping,
and shewing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, while
she was with them. 4° But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled
down, and prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha,
arise. And she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she
sat up. 4! And he gave her his hand, and lifted her up, and when
he had called the saints and widows, presented her alive. 2 And
it was known throughout all Joppa; and many believed in the
Lord. *® And it came to pass, that he tarried many days in Joppa
with one Simon a tanner.

10 ! There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a
centurion of the band called the Italian band, 2 A devout man,
and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much
alms to the people, and prayed to God alway. > He saw in a
vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God
coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. * And when
he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord?
And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come
up for a memorial before God. > And now send men to Joppa,
and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: ® He lodgeth
with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he
shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do. 7 And when the angel
which spake unto Cornelius was departed, he called two of his
household servants, and a devout soldier of them that waited on
him continually; 8 And when he had declared all these things
unto them, he sent them to Joppa.

9 4 On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew
nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray
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about the sixth hour: ' And he became very hungry, and would
have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance,
11 And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto
him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and
let down to the earth: 2 Wherein were all manner of fourfooted
beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and
fowls of the air. 1® And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill,
and eat. 14 But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any
thing that is common or unclean. > And the voice spake unto
him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call
not thou common. !¢ This was done thrice: and the vessel was
received up again into heaven. 7 Now while Peter doubted in
himself what this vision which he had seen should mean, behold,
the men which were sent from Cornelius had made enquiry for
Simon’s house, and stood before the gate, 18 And called, and
asked whether Simon, which was surnamed Peter, were lodged
there.

19  While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto
him, Behold, three men seek thee. 2° Arise therefore, and get
thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent
them. 2! Then Peter went down to the men which were sent
unto him from Cornelius; and said, Behold, I am he whom ye
seek: what is the cause wherefore ye are come? 22 And they said,
Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God,
and of good report among all the nation of the Jews, was warned
from God by an holy angel to send for thee into his house, and to
hear words of thee. 2% Then called he them in, and lodged them.
And on the morrow Peter went away with them, and certain
brethren from Joppa accompanied him. * And the morrow after
they entered into Caesarea. And Cornelius waited for them, and
had called together his kinsmen and near friends. 2> And as Peter
was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet, and
worshipped him. 26 But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; I
myself also am a man. 27 And as he talked with him, he went in,
and found many that were come together. 2 And he said unto
them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is
a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another nation; but
God hath shewed me that I should not call any man common or
unclean. ?° Therefore came I unto you without gainsaying, as
soon as I was sent for: I ask therefore for what intent ye have
sent for me? *® And Cornelius said, Four days ago I was fasting
until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house,
and, behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, 3! And
said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms are had in
remembrance in the sight of God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa,
and call hither Simon, whose surname is Peter; he is lodged in
the house of one Simon a tanner by the sea side: who, when he
cometh, shall speak unto thee. 33 Immediately therefore I sent to
thee; and thou hast well done that thou art come. Now therefore
are we all here present before God, to hear all things that are
commanded thee of God.

34 € Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I per-
ceive that God is no respecter of persons: 3 But in every nation
he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with
him. 3¢ The word which God sent unto the children of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) 37 That word,
I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judeea, and
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began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached;
% How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost
and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all
that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. 3° And
we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of
the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a
tree: * Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly;
41 Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God,
even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from
the dead. *> And he commanded us to preach unto the people,
and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the
Judge of quick and dead. ** To him give all the prophets witness,
that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive
remission of sins.

44 q While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on
all them which heard the word. %3 And they of the circumcision
which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter,
because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of
the Holy Ghost. %6 For they heard them speak with tongues,
and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 47 Can any man forbid
water, that these should not be baptized, which have received
the Holy Ghost as well as we? % And he commanded them to
be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to
tarry certain days.

11 * And the apostles and brethren that were in Judsea heard
that the Gentiles had also received the word of God. 2 And when
Peter was come up to Jerusalem, they that were of the circum-
cision contended with him, 3 Saying, Thou wentest in to men
uncircumcised, and didst eat with them. * But Peter rehearsed
the matter from the beginning, and expounded it by order unto
them, saying, > I was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance
I saw a vision, A certain vessel descend, as it had been a great
sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it came even
to me: ® Upon the which when I had fastened mine eyes, I con-
sidered, and saw fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts,
and creeping things, and fowls of the air. 7 And I heard a voice
saying unto me, Arise, Peter; slay and eat. 8 But I said, Not so,
Lord: for nothing common or unclean hath at any time entered
into my mouth. ? But the voice answered me again from heaven,
What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. '® And this
was done three times: and all were drawn up again into heaven.
11 And, behold, immediately there were three men already come
unto the house where I was, sent from Caesarea unto me. > And
the Spirit bade me go with them, nothing doubting. Moreover
these six brethren accompanied me, and we entered into the
man’s house: 1 And he shewed us how he had seen an angel in
his house, which stood and said unto him, Send men to Joppa,
and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; '* Who shall tell thee
words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved. > And
as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at
the beginning. 1 Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how
that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be
baptized with the Holy Ghost. 17 Forasmuch then as God gave
them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord
Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God? ® When
they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God,



Cornelius, and the door opened to the Gentiles

saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance
unto life.
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Appendices

The apparatus of this volume. It stands at the back so that the readings can stand at the front; nothing has been shortened to put it
here.

A. This edition

Registered as. king-james-version
Source record. edition.church-of-england.king-james-version.ebible-engkjv

Publication. eBible.org, translation identifier eng-kjv, distributed as USFM from source files dated 2026-05-16; the text is Crosswire
Bible Society’s transcription of the standardized text of 1769

Date. 1769

Language. en

Chapter and verse numbering. hebrew
Psalter. masoretic

Psalm inscriptions. unnumbered

B. Rights

Status. public-domain
Jurisdiction. United States

Basis. The King James Version was published in 1611 and this is its standardized text of 1769. It is in the public domain in the
United States and everywhere else except the United Kingdom. The one exception is real: the translation is held there under the
Crown’s perpetual letters patent, which have no expiry, and printing it in the United Kingdom or importing printed copies into
it is reserved to the Crown’s patentees — Cambridge University Press, Oxford University Press and Collins. The decree has no
effect outside the United Kingdom. eBible.org distributes this text as eng-kjv, marks it public domain, and states the same United
Kingdom exception in its own notice. This derivative carries only the scripture text with a mechanical reference column: none of
the translators’ marginal notes, none of the Strong’s number annotations the electronic edition adds, and none of the 1611 preface
or added headings.

This notice states the rights of this edition alone, quoted from the tracked artifact records of the very verse files set here. It does not extend to any
other edition. The plan itself, its periods, its titles and its notes are project-created content; see the colophon.

C. How this was made

The sequence is src/sources/reading-plans/narrative-spine.yaml, read at its landmarks tier. The tiers nest: every
reading carries the tier at which it first appears and appears at no other, so a tier is read by taking every reading at that tier or above,
in order. The text is the tracked per-book verse files of this edition under src/sources/works/church-of-england/king-
james-version/editions/ebible-engkjv/artifacts. Nothing was retrieved, corrected or supplied while typesetting.

Numbering. The plan cites in vulgate numbering and this edition prints hebrew. Where the two differ a reading is converted
through the tracked verse-level psalm concordance, and the reference this edition carries is printed beside the one the plan cites.
Where no correspondence is recorded the reading is refused and says so, because a psalm reference that resolves to a real verse of
the wrong psalm cannot be told from a correct one.

Paragraphs. 155 paragraph breaks are set in this volume, and not one of them was chosen while typesetting. The tracked verse
files of every edition in this library are one verse per row and carry no paragraph structure at all; the markers their sources carried
were dropped when the text was derived. Where a break is printed here it comes from one of two places, and both are tracked
tables that can be read, counted and regenerated.

134 printed, and each is set with the pilcrow q that this edition’s own text prints at that point. These are the 2,970 pilcrows of
the standardized King James text, which run from Genesis 1:6 to Acts 20:36 and then stop, the printers having abandoned them
partway through Acts; the twenty-two books after it carry none. Nothing is added by setting them: the pilcrow is the edition’s own
character, dropped when the verse files were derived and put back here.

21 projected. No paragraph mark survives for this edition there, so the break is projected from witnesses that have one, under a
rule rather than by hand: it is set only where every witness able to carry that verse opens a paragraph at it, and at least two do. The
witnesses are king-james-version and world-english-bible-catholic. Where they disagree nothing is printed — and they disagree
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often, concurring at 2239 of the 8661 places where any of them breaks, which is 25.9%. That refusal is deliberate. A break resting on
one witness alone would read as this edition’s own paragraphing, and it would not be.

So the two are told apart on the page and not only in these totals. A paragraph opening with 9 is this edition’s own; a paragraph
opening with a plain indent is this project’s inference from the witnesses named above. The distinction is the point of recording
them apart, because a reader who cannot see it has been handed the second as though it were the first.

Set - -no-paragraphs to remove every break and set the text exactly as the stored verse files hold it, each chapter running on
as one paragraph. A mechanical review of this edition should use it: with the projection on, what is under review is partly this
projection. It removes the paragraphing and nothing else: the verses set, their order and their wording are identical either way. The
pilcrows go with the breaks, being paragraph marks themselves.

Digest. Of the verse rows set, in the order set (SHA-256): 52cb4bf639888e986edc79a069bd903d42e55b964630fefc
efc2ef532£583712

D. What this edition cannot carry

1 of the 36 readings of this track is refused here. This is an index and not the record: each one is refused in view, in the body of the
volume, at the place it would have stood, and none of them is printed only here. A refusal is a result. It names a passage this edition
divides or numbers differently, and no text is offered in its place, because a reading printed nowhere cannot be told from a reading
the plan never appointed.

263. The desolation of the sanctuary (1 Maccabees 1:1-67), page 23 — 1Mach 1:65 is past 1Mach 1:64, the last verse this edition
prints in that chapter; record where this edition carries it in its verse aliases, or correct the citation

E. Colophon

Generated by tools/typeset-bible from the tracked sources of the Triptych repository. Project-created content, the plan among it, is
licensed CC BY 4.0 and the reusable infrastructure MIT; see LICENSE and THIRD_PARTY .md. The scripture text set here is not
project-owned expression: its rights are stated in Appendix B.



